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Assignment type: Essay Outline 
Source: Academic English II (CESL 300), McGill University 

  

Assignment Purpose and associated outcomes Instructions and criteria Assessment of Peer Feedback 

Provide 
Feedback on 
Essay Outline 

The purpose of this assignment is for 

you to develop your awareness of how 

to support an argument for a short 

essay. Being able to critically assess the 

quality of support for peers’ arguments 

will, ideally, help you reflect on and 

make informed decisions about how to 

build and support your own arguments. 

Outcome: 

 Critically assess the quality of 
support for an argument 

In preparation for your upcoming 
essay, you will need to write an outline 
that illustrates the main points that 
support your thesis statement and the 
examples you will use to illustrate this 
support.  
 Begin the outline with your working 

thesis statement, which must be a 
complete sentence.  

 Write bullet-point phrases (i.e., not 
complete sentences) to illustrate 
main ideas and examples. 

 
Each student will be assigned to an 
online discussion group (3 students per 
group) in myCourses. 
 Post your outline to your myCourses 

discussion group. 
 With our class discussions in mind, 

provide feedback to each of your 
two group members on their 
respective essay outlines by 
addressing the following questions: 
1. Which is the strongest piece of 

support for the working thesis? 
2. Which is the weakest piece of 

support for the working thesis? 
3. What additional evidence or 

examples might further support 
the working thesis? 

The assignment is worth 5% of your final 

grade. 

Grading: 

 1 mark for addressing each of the 3 
questions 

 3 responses for each of 2 students 
 
Total marks possible = 6 
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 Use the feedback you receive to 
reflect on what changes you will 
make to your content as you 
prepare to write your essay. 

An example outline is available in 

myCourses (reproduced below). 

 
 
Example outline for this peer feedback assignment: 
 
Working thesis statement: ___________________________________________ 
 
Main point 1_______________________________________________________ 
 
 Support for main point 1 _______________________________________ 
 

Support for main point 1 _______________________________________ 
 
Main point 2 _______________________________________________________ 
 

Support for main point 2 _______________________________________ 
 
Support for main point 2 _______________________________________ 

 
Main point 3 _______________________________________________________ 
 

Support for main point 3 _______________________________________ 
 

Note that the number of main points you address can vary. Given the length of the current assignment, you will likely be working with 2-4 main 
points. The support you provide for the main points may also vary. 


