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MINUTES 
Subcommittee on Teaching and Learning 
Monday, November 3, 2014 (3:00pm – 5:00pm) 
McLennan Library Building, room MS-74 

 
Present: Pete Barry, Andre Costopoulos, Ollivier Dyens (Chair), Laura Nilson, Jacqueline Leclair, 

Bronwen Low, Jana Luker, Laurent Mydlarski, Jean-Paul Remillieux, Sharon Roy, Ines 
Scharnweber (for Lucy Lach), John Silvius, Nancy St-Pierre (Secretary), Carole Urbain, Evan 
Vassallo, Laura Winer 

 
Regrets: Jeremie Abitbol, Jan Adamowski, Ian Henderson, Svetlana Komarova, Hoi Kong, Lucy Lach, 

Sujata Madan, Yvonne Steinert  
 
Guests: Sam Gregory, SSMU University Affairs Secretary General 
 Jacob Greenspon, SSMU Arts Senator 
 
1.   Administrative 

 Adoption of the agenda 

 Review of the membership for 2014-2015: Pete Barry and Jean-Paul Remillieux advised that 
they have been appointed as their Faculty’s representative and asked that the membership 
list be revised accordingly.  
Action: the revised membership will be submitted to APC at an upcoming meeting for formal 
approval. 

 Approval of the minutes, March 18, 2014 

 Business arising 
 

There being no further comments put forward, the administrative portion of the agenda was 
adopted as distributed. 
 

2. Meeting objectives 
By the end of the meeting, the subcommittee should have:  

 approved the revised guidelines for lecture recordings; 

 discussed the course outline template as proposed by the SSMU; 

 received updates from the McGillX initiative, the course evaluations project, and the SLL 
Narrative 

 
3. Action item 

a. Lecture Recording Guidelines (STL2014-11-03; Appendices A & B) 
Laura Winer, Director, Teaching and Learning Services 

 
Following a discussion centered on lecture recording systems which took place at the January 9, 
2014, APC meeting, Teaching and Learning Services were mandated to draft lecture recording 
guidelines for both instructors and students. The intent of the guidelines is two-fold: 
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 For students: lecture recordings should be used to review and clarify materials presented 
during a lecture but that they should not replace attending the lecture; 

 For instructors: to help instructors understand when it would be appropriate to record their 
lectures as well as to advise them on what support tools are available. The guidelines will 
also provide guidance on helping instructors assist students on best ways to use the 
recordings. 

 
Discussion ensued with feedback being provided on several fronts, including: 

 adding appropriate references to the student guidelines; 

 providing tips for instructors on how to ensure quality recordings; 

 including the link to the AV tools which lists the classrooms with lecture recording systems; 

 including a copyright/intellectual property (IP) statement: there is some concern that 
instructors are not using the lecture recording systems due to copyright/IP issues. It is 
recommended that a statement addressing those concerns be added to the guidelines.  The 
statement should include a notice that re-posting the recordings without the instructor’s 
consent is a violation of the instructor’s copyright/IP rights, and that the recordings should 
not be used for evaluative purposes without the instructor’s agreement;  

 adding Library contact information for instructors who continue to have copyright/IP 
concerns. 

 
The student representatives thanked Dr. Winer for the guidelines and noted that they hoped more 
instructors would use the systems with the reassurance that there is recourses available to them 
should their recordings be abused.  
 
Action: Consensus was obtained that the guidelines respond to a need. The documents will be 
circulated once today’s feedback has been incorporated and further feedback will be sought 
through various committees and student groups.  
 
b. Course Outline template – University Student Assessment Policy (STL2014-11-04) 

Evan Vassallo, SSMU representative 
Guest: Sam Gregory, SSMU University Affairs Secretary General 
 Jacob Greenspon, SSMU Arts Senator 

 
Following broad consultations with the student-body, SSMU is proposing that a statement intended 
to promote broader awareness of the University Assessment policy be added to the course outline 
template used by instructors.  
 
Although members agreed with the intent of the statement, concerns were raised about the 
number of mandatory statements already included on course outlines. It was suggested that this 
addition be placed under the optional statement banner of the course outline template. Professor 
Low also suggested that the statement be added to the Method of Course Evaluation Form all 
instructors complete.  
 
Action: Laura Winer will work with SSMU on refining the language and will move forward to adding 
the statement to the course outline template. Dr. Winer and Prof. Low will follow-up on the having 
the statement added to the method of course evaluation form. In addition, the statement will be 
highlighted in an upcoming Focus on Teaching Info Bulletin. 
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4. Discussion 
a. McGillX update: Laura Winer provided an update on the MOOC (Massive Open Online Courses) 

currently being offered. This included: 

 Chem181x – Food for Thought is currently being re-run and there are over 10,000 
student registered.  

 ATOC185x - Natural Disasters has moved to an on-campus format with materials for two 
courses taken directly from the MOOC format and available to students on the 
myCourses portal. The course will also be re-run on the edX portal during the Winter 
term. 

 BODY101x – The Body Matters is in full production mode and scheduled to launch on 
January 25, 2015.  

 Social Learning for Social Impact is still in the development phase with launch anticipated 
for Fall 2015. 

 
b. Course Evaluations update (STL2014-11-05): Laura Winer provide a brief update on the 

implementation of the recent policy changes. These modifications centered primarily on 
instructors having to opt-out of having their course evaluation results disseminated and 
departments having to opt-out of participating in the extended course evaluations dates. Dr. 
Winer noted that 42 new units have opted into the extended course evaluation dates and that 
TLS will be closely monitoring response rates. 
 

c. SLL Narrative: Professor Dyens asked that this item be postponed to the next meeting. 
 

 
 

There being no further items for discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 4:20pm. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 


