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The main goal of this edited volume is to challenge the perceived hegemony of neoliberal 
globalization. The book’s editors and contributors contend that it is necessary to 
characterize the implementation processes of the neoliberal (i.e. corporate) political 
project to show how negative impacts commonly associated with global market 
integration  – increased inequality, cultural homogeneity, environmental destruction - are 
intrinsic to the nature of that project, and yet by no means inevitable historical outcomes. 
To borrow an appropriately global phrase from the World Social Forum… “An Other 
World Is Possible!” could also have served as a subtitle for this volume. 
  
The book is the outcome of a colloquium titled “Globalization, Societies and Cultures” 
held during the Humanities and Social Sciences Federation of Canada’s Congress 2000 in 
Edmonton, Alberta. Drawing upon Marxist, feminist and nationalist perspectives, the 
volume attempts to explain the economic, political and cultural dimensions of the forces 
shaping globalization. The majority of contributors are sociologists at Canadian 
universities; others come from economics and anthropology. The book contains little 
discussion of research methodologies, which is somewhat disappointing given the 
multidisciplinary and controversial nature of its topics and objectives. Most of the 
chapters rely on evidence from secondary sources to support their critiques of 
globalization and to advocate in favor of more equitable, democratic and sustainable 
alternatives.    
 
Part I titled ‘Sociology of Globalization’ consists of a single short chapter (7 pages of text) 
by Atasoy introducing the book’s conceptual framework, goals and outlining the chapters 
that follow.  Part II consists of three chapters focusing on the determinants of corporate, 
state and multilateral economic policies since World War II. Chapter 2 presents a brief 
quantitative assessment of international trade and investment flows that Chernomas and 
Sepehri submit is adequate grounds on which to conclude that globalization is largely a 
myth that has been effectively exploited by transnational corporations to reshape society 
in their own interests (i.e. lower wages, taxes, environmental standards, etc.) These 
themes of “globalization from above” and a “race towards the bottom” run through many 
of the subsequent chapters. Chapter 3 by Carroll outlines the “hegemonizing practices” 
that have arguably leant the neoliberal globalization project – seen here as the latest 
incarnation of capitalist imperialism - its aura of inevitability. Chapter 4 by Atasoy 
describes how in Turkey, the moral and cultural values of Islam (ex: emphasis on 
education and the social justice of distributional policies) became rallying points for the 
pursuit of alternative political and economic projects. 
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Part III of the volume looks at the roles of non-governmental and international 
organizations in the multidimensional process that is globalization. Chapter 5 by O’Neill 
describes constraints and incentives affecting state’s abilities to create the necessary 
policy interventions to make globalization work for all. In Chapter 6, Coburn champions 
“transnational social movements” and a “legal and institutional framework that protects 
the civil and political “human rights” of individuals” (p.131) in what she sees as a 
protracted struggle against neoliberalism. 
 
Part IV examines the social consequences of neoliberal globalization. Chapters 7, 8 and 9 
- by Denis, Chodkiewicz and Dhruvarajan respectively - detail various policy measures 
that have exacerbated the burden on the poorest and most vulnerable sectors of society, 
especially women. A short afterword by Atasoy reaffirms the book’s main argument 
about the elite political nature of the globalization project with a look back on the 
evolution of cold war geopolitical conflicts. 
  
To conclude, despite its ambitious designs and provocative intentions, this volume 
contributes little to explaining globalization that is either empirically new or 
methodologically innovative. Opponents of globalization will no doubt find much with 
which they already agree, and proponents will similarly take comfort in their ability to 
cite counter-arguments refuting these familiar charges. Those in the middle will continue 
to struggle to reconcile these vastly different views; proving once again that where you 
stand on the issue of globalization depends a lot on where you sit. 


