
 

 

Sociology of Gender 

SOCI 270, Fall 2010 

 

 

MWF 2:35pm - 3:25 pm  

 

Professor Fallon 

Phone and e-mail: 398-6851, kathleen.fallon@mcgill.ca 

Office: Leacock 835 

Office Hours: Monday 10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

** The TA and myself open our doors during office hours, we make ourselves available, 

and we actively encourage you to come and speak to us – whether it is in relation to 

assignments, or just generally about topics presented within the course.  We enjoy talking 

to students.  Please note, however, that we are very busy.  We often have departmental 

and university level meetings, research and teaching deadlines, grant expectations, etc. 

Because of these time constraints, we cannot respond to lengthy e-mails, nor can we meet 

students regularly outside of office hours (Imagine accommodating over 115 students 

outside office hours).  If you absolutely cannot come to our listed office hours, then we 

will, of course, accommodate you.  We appreciate you respecting our time. 

 

 

Course Description: 

 

This is an introductory course to the sociology of gender.  In the beginning of the course, we will 

explore the socialization process and later societal institutions to analyze how they impact the 

formation of expected gender roles within society.  In the process, we will learn about different 

theoretical perspectives that attempt to explain the roles that women and men engage in and why 

these roles develop.  We will apply the theories to such topics as education, media, work, and 

social change.  The lectures will vary throughout the course.  Some will be theoretical and 

academically challenging, and others will be fun and light.  You should come to the lectures with 

an open mind. 

 

Course Requirements: 
 

Participation   15% 

    (Conferences   6%) 

    (Postings         9%) 

Exam #1   20% 

Exam #2   25% 

Op/Ed Piece   40% 
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1.  Completion of the required readings for each section.  Ideally, you should read the 

assignments before the beginning of the week, in order to better understand and engage the 

lecture material.  At the latest, you must read the assignments by the end of the week when you 

attend the conferences.  You may not agree with all of the readings, and you may also get upset 

with some of the readings.  The readings are to provide different perspectives and to allow you to 

explore, as well as challenge the perspectives. 

 

A course pack is available on WebCT. 

 

2.  Attendance and participation in class discussions and conferences.  You are responsible for 

all announcements made in class, as well as for all course materials given out in class.  In 

addition, attendance and participation in Friday conferences (beginning Friday September 16) 

count as part of your final grade.  There will be no lectures on these days, unless otherwise 

specified.  You must sign up for one of these conferences, and sign-up sheets will be posted 

outside Leacock 835.  Days in which these conferences will not occur will be when we show a 

film.  The films will be shown and the exams given in the regular lecture hall during normal 

scheduled class hours.   

 

As part of your participation grade, you will be required to post links/comments on WebCT.  

Anytime throughout the semester, you should post two links that are related to gender themes for 

that week.  When you post the links, you should explain why you posted them, and what you 

found interesting about them.  You can ask questions about the links.  The main point is to 

engage the issues.  These can be newspaper articles, websites, or videos.  In addition to two links 

that you post, you will be required to respond to two postings.  What do you think of the 

postings?  Do you agree or disagree?  Why or why not?  Remember to ALWAYS be respectful 

in your response.  The idea is to inform the class of some gender issues that are out there, as well 

as to encourage dialogue on these issues.  Finally, you should provide one 

post/comment/reflection in relation to one of the guest speakers. 

 

3. Exams.  The exams will take place in the lecture hall during regular lecture hours on 

Wednesday October 5 and Wednesday November 16.  They will be multiple choice and short 

answer.  The first exam is worth 20% of your grade, and the second exam is worth 25% of your 

final grade.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4.  Editorial/Opinion Piece.  For this assignment, you will write an op/ed piece based on one of 

the topics discussed in class.  In order to get an understanding for this assignment, I recommend 

that you look at some op/ed pieces in various newspapers.  The breakdown of the paper is as 

follows (in three separate sections!): 

 

 1.  15%:  Opinion editorial piece (2 pages) 

For this segment you need to present a compelling topic in the form of an op/ed 

piece.  You should choose a topic discussed in class or presented in the readings 

and take a stance on the issue.  Be certain to clearly identify your argument and 

explain why you think this issue needs more attention.  Remember that this is 

NOT an academic paper, this is an opinion piece. 

 

 2.  10%:  Relation of subject material to course material (2 pages) 

In this segment of the assignment you need to relate the topic that you choose 

back to course reading material and lecture material.  This will be graded 

according to the amount of support you provide, the relevance of the topic, and 

the organization of segment. You must integrate multiple readings (and not just 

NYTimes) and lecture material. 

 

 3.  15%:  Theoretical interpretation of the subject material (2 pages) 

In this section you need to explain how the topic you chose would relate to one or 

more of the theories covered in class, and explain why.  How would one of these 

theories interpret the topic?  Or, how does the topic demonstrate one of these 

theories? 

 

This paper should be no longer than 6 pages double spaced, in Times 12 point font, and with 1 

inch margins.  Each section should be approximately 2 pages (but not longer!) double spaced.  

Yes, this is difficult to do.  It is challenging.  It forces you to make your argument in a clear and 

concise manner.  You may reference outside sources.  However, these resources should be 

academic or from well-known newspapers.  Information taken from websites is not acceptable 

(unless taken from a newspaper on line, i.e. The Globe and Mail). The op/ed piece will be graded 

according to writing style, persuasiveness, relation to the course, examples given, and 

explanation of the theory.  It is advised that as you devise your topic, you should speak with me 

or the TA to be certain that you are composing it correctly.  It is due December 6 during the 

lecture period. If it is turned in late – whether 5 minutes or more – your grade will be affected.  

Please attach the signed plagiarism sheet to the back of your paper.  It is worth 40% of your final 

grade. 

 

****Note:  If you have not signed and turned in your plagiarism sheet,  

your grade will be affected**** 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Some things to keep in mind when writing papers: 

It is important that your paper is clear, concise and grammatically correct.  Every writing 

assignment gives you the opportunity to improve your writing skills. (Of course, if English is not 

your first language, you can indicate this, and you will not be penalized for language errors.  

Papers will also be accepted in French). 

Your paper must be well organized.  Every paper should have an introduction, a main body, and 

a conclusion.  Your main body should contain a logical argument or set of arguments.  For useful 

writing aids, you can look at Strunk and White’s Elements of Style (in the reference section of 

the library, PE 1408 S772) and The Chicago Manual Style (at the reference desk). 

Always support your arguments with evidence, including examples, data, quotes, and direct 

references taken from your sources, as well as from class and course readings. 

You should cite any reading within the paper you write.  Please see the pamphlet on 

“Citation Style for Social Science Term Papers,” which is put out by the McLennan-

Redpath Library and is also available on the Library webpage. 

Sources that are directly cited and sources that are simply 

paraphrased should be referenced within the paper in order to avoid 

plagiarism.  McGill University values academic integrity.  Therefore 

all students must understand the meaning and consequences of 

cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of 

Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see 

www.mcgill.ca/integrity for more information). 
 

You need a bibliography of all cited material. 

 

Regrades:  If you feel that your paper was not accurately graded, you may have the TA or myself 

regrade your paper.  However, in order to request a regrade, you must write a one page paper 

indicating the reasons why your paper should be regarded.  In addition, during the regrade 

process, the papers are analyzed much more critically.  The first time around, we tend to give 

students the benefit of the doubt.  We have the right to lower your grade when we are asked.  

You may prefer to meet with us and talk about how you may have improved your course grade. 
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Week 1: Sept 1: Introduction 

 

Syllabus and Expectations 

 

Week 2: Sept 5:  What is Gender 

 

*****NO CLASS MONDAY: Labour Day***** 

 

Lorber, Judith,  "The Social Construction of Gender." from Paradoxes of Gender.  New Haven: 

Yale University Press, 1994. pp 96-102. 

 

Adie, Nelson, Segments of  “The Social Construction of Sex, Gender, and Sexuality.” from 

Gender in Canada: 4th Edition. Toronto , Ont: Pearson Prentice Hall,  2010. pp 7-36.  

 

Moore, Fernanda,  “Little Boy Pink.” New York Times Magazine.  Research Library Core.  (Feb. 

27, 2000): 19.  

 

Week 3: Sept 12: “History” of Gender 

 

Tyyskä, Vappu,  “Article 8: The Discourse of Empire and the Social Construction of Gender” 

from Action and Analysis: Reading in Sociology of Gender.  Toronto, Ont: Nelson, Thomson 

Canada Limited, 2007. pp 151-163.  

 

Adie, Nelson, “Chapter 3: Historical and Structural Perspectives” from Gender in Canada: 4th 

Edition. Toronto, Ont: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2010. pp 70-81. 

 

***CONFERENCES BEGIN ON FRIDAY*** 

 

Week 4: Sept 19: Sociological Gender Theory 

 

West, Candace and Don H. Zimmerman, "Doing Gender." Gender & Society. 1.2 (1987): 125-

151. 

 

Risman, Barbara J.,  “Gender as a Social Structure: Theory Wrestling with Activism.” Gender & 

Society. 18.4 (2004): 429-450.   

 

Collins, Patricia H., "The Social Construction of Black Feminist Thought." Signs. 14.4 (1989): 

745-773.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Week 5: Sept 26:  Sociological Gender Theory 

 

Lee, Jennifer 8.,  “The Man Date.”  NYTimes.  April 10, 2005.   

 

Ron, James, “Trapped in a Vengeful Machismo.”  Toronto Star: July 28, 2006.   

 

Connell, R. W.,  “Chapter 3: The Social Organization of Masculinity.”  from Masculinities.  

Berkeley: University of California Press, 1995. pp. 67-86 

 

Thompson, Cooper,  “A New Vision of Masculinity.” from New Men, New Minds. Ed. Franklin 

Abbott.  Freedom, CA: Crossing Press, 1987. 

 

****Review in Conferences**** 

 

Weeks 6: Oct 3:  Review and Exam 

 

****Brief Review on October 3 in class**** 

****Exam on October 5 in Lecture Hall**** 

 

Week 7: Oct 10:  What is Sex and Gender 

 

*****NO CLASS ON MONDAY: Thanksgiving***** 

 

Rosenthal, Elisabeth,  “For Fruit Flies, Gene Shift Tilts Sexual Orientation.”  NYTimes: June 3, 

2005.  

 

Navarro, Mireya, “When Gender Isn’t a Given.” NYTimes: September 19, 2004.  

 

Fausto-Sterling, Anne, “The Five Sexes: Why Male and Female are not Enough.” from The 

Gendered Society Reader. Ed. Michael S. Kimball, Amy Aronson, and Amy Kaler.  Don Mills, 

ON: Oxford University Press, 2008.   

 

Serano, Julie.  2007.  Segments of:  A Transsexual Woman on Sexism and the Scapegoating of 

Femininity.  Seal Press. 

 

*****FILM IN CLASS ON FRIDAY DURING NORMAL LECTURE PERIOD– NO 

CONFERENCES*****  MIDDLE SEXES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Week 8: Oct 17: What is Sex and Gender & Media 

 

Jacobs, Andrew, “Tough Guys, Shapely Eyebrows.” NYTimes: December 31, 2004. 

 

Saltzberg, Elayne A. and Joan C. Chrisler, “Beauty is the Beast: Psychological Effects of the 

Pursuit of the Perfect Female Body.”  from Women: A Feminist Perspective.  Ed. Jo Freeman.  

Palo Alto, Calif: Mayfield Publishing Company, 1995. pp. 146-156.  

 

*****FILM IN CLASS ON FRIDAY DURING NORMAL LECTURE PERIOD– NO 

CONFERENCES*****  KILLING US SOFTLY 3 

 

Week 9: Oct 24: Violence 

 

WARNING:  LECTURE ON SCHOOL SHOOTINGS 

 

St. George, Donna, “Many New or Expectant Mothers Die Violent Deaths.”  Washington Post: 

December 19, 2004.   

 

M, Jack. “Confessions of a Date Rapist.”  Manhattan Spirit: August 31, 1991.  

 

Kaufman, Michael, “The White Ribbon Campaign: Involving Men and Boys in Ending Global 

Violence.”  from The Gendered Society Reader. Ed. Michael S. Kimball, Amy Aronson, and 

Amy Kaler.  Don Mills, ON: Oxford University Press, 2008.  pp. 436-444.   

 

*****FILM OR CONFERENCES****** 

 

Weeks 10:  Oct 31:  Education and Employment 

 

Kimmel. Michael S., “What about the Boys? What the Current Debates Tell Us - and Don’t Tell 

Us - About Boys in School.” Michigan Feminist Studies. Vol.14 (1999): 1-28.  

 

Dean, Cornelia, “For Some Girls the Problem with Math Is That They’re Good at It.”  NYTimes: 

February 1, 2005.  

 

Barres, Ben A., “Does Gender Matter?”  Nature.  Vol. 442 (July 2006): 133-136.  

 

Crittenden, Ann, “The Mommy Tax.”  from The Price of Motherhood: Why the Most Important 

Job in the World is Still the Least Valued. New York: Metropolitan Books, 2001. pp. 87-109.  

 

Nebenzahl, Donna,  “Gender Gap More Entrenched in the Workplace.” The Gazette: February 7, 

2005.   

 

*****FILM IN CLASS ON FRIDAY DURING NORMAL LECTURE PERIOD– NO 

CONFERENCES*****  CHORE WARS 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Week 11: Nov 7:  Family 

 

Bennhold, Katrin, “In Sweden, Men Can Have It All.”  NYTimes: June 9, 2010.  

 

Jackson, Rob, “My Life as a Housewife.” from Bastard on the Couch. Ed. Daniel Jones.  New 

York, NY: HarperCollins, 2005. pp. 133-145.  

 

Lorber, Judith, “Rocking the Cradle.” from Paradoxes of Gender. New Haven: Yale University 

Press, 1995.  pp. 144- 171.  

 

****CONFERENCES: REVIEW**** 

 

Week 12:  Nov 14: Review and Exam 

 

****Brief Review on November 14 in class**** 

****Exam on November 16 in Lecture Hall**** 

 

Week 13: Nov 21: Social Change 

 

Bennhold, Katrin, “Feminism of the Future Relies on Men.” NYTimes: June 22, 2010.   

 

Hooks, Bell, “Men: Comrades in Struggle.” from Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center.  

Boston, MA: South End Press, 1984.  

 

Asetoyer, Charon, “From the Ground Up.” Women’s Review of Books 11.22 (July 1994): 552-

556.   

 

Week 14: November 28 

 

*****Office hours will be held during the lecture period on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  

You only need to come if you have questions for myself or the TA. ****** 

 

***YOU MAY TURN IN PAPERS MONDAY DECEMBER 6 IN LECTURE HALL 

DURING LECTURE PERIOD.  THE LAST TIME TO TURN IN PAPERS IS TUESDAY 

DECEMBER 6 DURING LECTURE PERIOD*** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plagiarism Statement 

 

 

I have looked at the website for academic integrity at McGill University ( HYPERLINK 

"http://www.mcgill.ca/integrity/" http://www.mcgill.ca/integrity/).  I understand what plagiarism 

is, and I understand the severe consequences that I will face if I plagiarize or cheat.   

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Full Name Printed 

 

________________________________________ 

Signature 

 

_________________ 

Date 
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