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Urban Sociology:  Sociology 222        Winter Term 2014 
Dr. Don Hinrichs, Instructor                   Email: pearldog@videotron.ca 
 
Office Hours:  1/2 hour before class and after class near classroom and by appointment. 
 
Teaching Assistant: 
 Email: 
 Office: 
 Office hours: 
 
Course Objectives: 
 

1. To provide an introduction to and a sociological perspective on the concepts and 
phenomena of community and urban community. 

2. To explore the various sociological theories that can be used to analyze the 
growth and development of communities into cities. 

3. To examine the social organization of people in community settings. 
4. To understand and analyze the growth and development of urban communities 

cross-culturally, especially global cities. 
5. To analyze specific community problems in the context of the sociological 

perspective. 
6. To learn about a city through film. 

 
Required Texts and Source Material: 
 

Course Pack (CP)  
Cities. (CT) Jeremy Seabrook 
Global Cities.  (GC) Mark Abrahamson  
In Their Own Voices:  Building Urban Aboriginal Communities, Jim  
 Silver 

         Montreal’s Gay Village.  Donald Hinrichs 
 
Conferences:  None 
 
Assignments: 
 
Paper specifics follow the “Notes and Expectations” section. 
Book discussion question papers due: January 22, February 5, March 12 
Film paper due date flexible but not later than February 26 
Course term paper due March 19   
 
Examinations: 
 
     Mid-Term Exam:  Wednesday, February 19 
     Final Exam: As scheduled 
 



 2 

Course Outline: An Overview 
 Administrative 

I. Introduction 
II. The concept of community 
III. The growth and development of cities 

A. Historical overview 
B. Development of North American Cities 
C. Canadian urbanization 
D. Focus: Montreal 
E. Cities in the Developing World 
F.  Introduction to Global Cities 

IV. Theoretical Perspectives 
A. The early European and American traditions 
B. Urban Ecology 

Read: Course pack 
C. Misc. perspectives 
D. Urban Political Economy 

V. Cities and Culture 
VI. The Social Organization of the City:  The Anatomy of the Metropolis 

 VII.   Important Urban Issues 
A.  Inequality 
B.  Immigration 

  C.  Race and ethnicity  
  D.  Canadian urban Aboriginal Peoples 

E.  Gender and the city 
F.   Urban Problems  

VIII. Planning the urban environment 
 
Daily Class Schedule: 
 
Jan.  6 introduction; administration; 

     concept of community 
 8 concept of community continued 
13 historical overview of urbanization:  Read CT, chaps. 1, 2; 
15 North American cities; Canadian urbanization 
20 Canadian urbanization continued; focus on Montreal 
22 cities in the developing world;  
     global cities: Read GC, chap. 1; CT chap. 3 
     Cities book discussion questions due 
27 European and American theoretical traditions:  Read CP #32 (Sennett), #33   
 (Simmel)  
29 Theoretical traditions continued  

 
Feb.  3 urban ecology: Read CP #36 (Park) 

 5 urban ecology continued; misc. perspectives 
    Montreal’s Gay Village book discussion questions due 
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 10 misc. perspectives continued; urban political economy:  Read CP #46 
(Gottdeiner), #47 (Palen) 

  12 urban political economy con’t; social constructionist theory: Read GC, chap. 4 
 17 cities and culture: Read GC, chaps. 6, 7, 8  

                  anatomy of the metropolis: Read CP #50 (Gans) 
  
 19 Mid-Term Exam 
 
 24 anatomy of the metropolis continued 

  26 anatomy of the metropolis continued; Montreal’s Gay Village 
 Last date to submit film paper 

 
Mar.       3 Study break 
    5 Study break 
             10 No class 

  
 12 anatomy of the metropolis continued: Read GC, chap. 2; CT, chaps. 10, 11 
 In Their Own Voices book discussion questions due       
 17 inequality: Read GC, chap. 5; CT, chaps 5, 6, 7, 12  
 19 immigration: Read GC, chap. 3; CT, chap. 4; race and ethnicity: UC, chap. 7 
      Term paper due 
 24 race and ethnicity continued 
 26 Canadian urban Aboriginal peoples 
      In Their Own Voices… 

  31 gender and the city; urban problems 
  
Apr.       2 urban problems: Read CT, chaps. 8, 9 
              7 urban planning: Read CP, #71 (Jacobs) 
     9 urban planning continued 

   
  Final Exam: as scheduled 
 
Notes and Expectations: 
 
1. Right to submit in English or French written work that is to be graded (approved 
by Senate, 21 January 2009.) 
 
 In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights,  
 students have the right to submit in English or in French any written  
 work that is to be graded. 
 
2. Please follow directions in preparing all course work and in writing examinations. 
There is a minimum 2-point penalty for failure to do so. 
3. Written assignments are an important learning experience and an important 
dimension of the course. Good writing takes time and work. Composition is as important 
as content because a paper is a total communications package. Paper grades will reflect 
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the quality of both.  Some specifics:  Papers MUST be stapled.  Unstapled papers will 
accrue late days until stapled. A cover page is required.  NO hard or plastic covers.  
Prescribed page length is not negotiable but excludes cover page and attachments. Any 
written text that exceeds the limit will not be read and there will be a minimum 2-point 
grade penalty.  Absolutely no single-spacing.  Use 12-point type, Times or Times New 
Roman font, and appropriate margins  (minimum of 1 inch on the left and the right, 1 
inch on top and 1 1/2 inches on the bottom.  There will be a grade-point penalty for 
failure to follow these directions.   
4. Late paper submission.  The major course research paper will be accepted late, 
However it will be penalized 2 points for each day late, including Saturdays and Sundays. 
(Note: book report papers will not be accepted late.  See assignment directions.) If 
you are not in class the day it is due, it is your responsibility to get it to me in a timely 
fashion.  There is a drop box for papers outside of the sociology department office, 712 
Leacock building.  Secretaries empty the box once a day, confirm the date of submission, 
and sign the paper. To ensure that your paper receives the correct date of submission, you 
should drop in the box by 3 p.m.  The date that the department staff stamp on the paper 
will be the date the paper was submitted.  This date is non-negotiable. DO NOT drop 
your paper at the TA’s office or any office other than the main sociology department 
office.  I cannot assume responsibility for papers not handed directly to the TA or me or 
turned in at the sociology department office.  If I do not have a paper from you, I will 
assume you did not turn it in and late days will begin to accrue unless conditions in #5 
below apply. Submission by email, except under unusual circumstances that should be 
discussed with me in advance, will not be accepted. Requests for extensions, etc., must 
come to me, not the teaching assistant. 
5. Excuses:  First, there are very few valid excuses for late papers.  Sufficient notice has 
been given for these papers and proper planning will ensure you get the paper in on time 
even if you are sick.  Exams:  missed exams should be for medical reasons only and 
require written verification.  Some family emergencies may qualify but written 
certification is also necessary.  If you are absent from class for an extended period of 
time, I recommend that you notify me by email.  If I am not informed, I can’t help you.  
6. Classroom etiquette:  please turn off cell phones, pagers, alarm watches and ipods or 
any other electronic device that makes noise or distracts you or others.  Once you are in 
the classroom, do not leave to go to the bathroom or get food.  If you do need to leave, 
don’t come back.  You may use a computer to take notes – ONLY!  Note:   If you have 
a medical problem that necessitates you leaving the classroom periodically, please 
talk to me and sit near an exit. 
7. Information responsibility:  You are responsible for getting all notes, handouts, 
assignments, and miscellaneous information that is given in writing, orally in class, or 
posted on WebCT Vista.  
8. Course reading:  It is your responsibility to do assigned reading before the class. 
Please bring the readings to class the day they are discussed. 
9. Exams:  While the focus of exams will be the material covered since the previous 
exam, exams are, none-the-less, cumulative.  You just can’t forget or disregard course 
material. In studying for exams, do not forget the material in the course pack.  The format 
of exams will be matching, short answers, definitions, and short essays. All course 
material, including readings and material in the course pack, are eligible for testing.   If I 
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do not have an exam from you, I will assume that you did not take it and you will get a 
“0” unless conditions in #5 above apply. 
10. Course pack.  All course handouts and several readings are in the course pack.  It is 
essential that you purchase a course pack.  This is the only way you will have the 
handouts.  Please bring the course pack to every class. 
11. WebCT Vista:  Important class announcements will be posted from time to time.  
Also, students may use the site to ask each other questions or request information.  
Students can post class notes on the site if they want to. 
12. No course work will be accepted after the last class ends without my permission 
or permission from the appropriate university office.  Also, I will not discuss the 
grades on any papers or exams that have been returned prior to the last class. 
13. I reserve the right to alter reading assignments, the date a topic is presented, or the 
exact content of the course.   I further reserve the right, under unusual circumstances, to 
change dates of exams and due dates of papers.  These dates would never be moved up, 
only delayed slightly, again, for unusual circumstances and for reasons that I would 
consider beneficial for you.   Such a decision would be made in a timely and fair fashion 
after consultation.  
 
Academic Integrity: 
 
Plagiarism 
 
L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe 
par conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat 
et autres infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles 
actions, selon le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires (pour de 
plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site www.mcgill.ca/integrity). 
 
McGill University values academic integrity.  Therefore all students must understand the 
meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the 
Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/integrity for 
more information). 
 
Grading System: 
 
Mid-Term Exam: 30% 
Final Exam:  30% 
3 book/film reports: 10%* 
Term paper:   30% 
 
Notes about grading:  *1) first book report is worth 3 points; 2nd, 4 points; film, 3 points. 
2) The top numerical grade that will be assigned to written work is 90, or its equivalent, 
unless the paper is truly exceptional.  2) Exam grades may be curved (points added) if I 
think that the grades are too low.  However, no one who earned a 90 or better on the 
exam will receive the added points.  Additionally, no one who receives points can earn a 
grade higher than an 89.  
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Written Assignments: 
 
1. Book Discussion Question Papers 
 
You are reading three supplemental texts for the course: Cities, Montreal’s Gay Village, 
In their Own Voices… 
 
You have the opportunity to provide, in writing, answers to questions in the “Reading 
Guide” as directed below for 2 of the 3 books noted above.  Directions for each book 
follow. Guides are in the Course Pack as noted. 
 
Each paper is limited to two pages.  No cover page.  Put name at top of first page.  
The first book report submitted earns 3 points maximum.  The second will earn 4 points 
maximum. 
 
Each paper MUST be submitted in class on the date indicated.  Papers will not be 
accepted late for any reason or if submitted any place other than in class.  The “no 
excuse” provision is based on the fact that you only need to submit reports for 2 of the 3 
books.  Plan wisely!  
 
Answers to the questions do not need to be complete sentences; they can be words, 
phrases, etc. as long as the question is answered. 
 
Book reports will not be graded for content, only assessed for completeness.  Any 
problems will cause a reduction in the points. 
 
Specific directions for each book:  
 
Cities: (Item #74 in course pack.) Answer the following questions:  5, 8 OR 11, 14, 15, 
20, 22 
 
Montreal’s Gay Village: (Item # 73 in course pack.) Answer questions 1, 6, 10, 11. 
 
In Their Own Voices…: (Item #66 in course pack.) Answer questions 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
 
2.  Film report:  You also have the opportunity to watch one of the documentary films 
listed at the end of the syllabus.  Write a one or two page synopsis of the film and what 
you learned in general about cities.  What sociological theory would be best in the 
analysis of the city in the film?  Explain. You can earn a maximum of 3 points for 
submitting this report. 
Due date:  The film paper may be turned in at any time during the term up until February 
26. 
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3. Term Research Paper:  Analysis of a Montreal Neighborhood 
 
Pick an “area” of at least 2 square blocks in the metropolitan area of Montreal. The goal 
of this assignment is to understand this area by walking it; observing it; researching it; 
and talking to the residents, people on the street, and people working in the area 
(minimum of 5 people).  However, you will need to talk to knowledgeable people and 
enough people to truly understand the area.  The information from the interviews should 
be incorporated throughout the paper as appropriate.  
 
Note 1: A 2 square block area is created by 6 streets, 3 running north and south and 3 
running east and west. Obviously, not all neighborhoods are set up in an absolute grid 
fashion; use your common sense. 
Note 2: Your area may be larger than 2 square blocks, but this just makes it more difficult 
to get a handle on it and analyze it. 
Note 3: Be sure that the area you pick has some mixed land use (residences as well as 
commerce, for example). 
Note 4:  If you do not speak French, you should not select a predominately French-
speaking area to study.  Otherwise, how will you be able to talk to people? 
 
The first step in the paper process is to walk the area, draw a map of it, and identify 
spatial use: housing (by type), businesses, office buildings, parks, etc.  You do not need 
to draw buildings, just label areas by land use.  However, if the area contains a famous 
landmark (historical or commercial) specifically label it. Be sure to label streets 
accurately.   Please use a ruler to draw straight lines.  You may label areas by hand, but 
please do so neatly. (NOTE: you must draw this map by hand; NO computer-generated 
maps.) This map MUST be the first page of your paper after the cover page.  Also, 
the legend for the map MUST be on the front of the map. 
 
Attach to the back of the paper the following: 
 1. Dates and times you visited the area.  You should visit the area at least twice 
and during different times; for example, during the day and again at night.  Or, during the 
week and on the weekend.  The more you visit, the more you will learn. 

2. List of people with whom you spoke.  You need only put a first name and their 
status:  resident, storeowner, store employee, person walking on the street, etc. 

3. Bibliography of sources consulted.  Calling up your area on the Internet may 
yield some interesting information about the neighborhood. 
 
The first page of your paper should be a cover page.  Specifically identify your 
neighborhood on the cover page. The second page will be your map. 
Now write a 6 page maximum paper (excluding cover page, map, and attachments), in 
which you do the following: (Note: I strongly suggest that you follow the organization set 
below, carefully telling me which question you are dealing with by either numbering your 
answers or using good topic sentences for your paragraphs.) 
1. Put your neighborhood into its spatial context: identify it as part of what Borough in 
the city of Montreal, or as part of a town, city, etc. in the suburbs of Montreal. 
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2. Briefly describe the feel of the area.  In other words, as you walk through the 
neighborhood, how do you experience it?  For example, is it quiet, busy, noisy, filled 
with contrasts, friendly, etc.  Does the feel vary by time of day or season of the year?  
Why is it this way? 
3. Describe the people who live in the area.  Consider age, race, ethnicity, sex, and socio-
economic status as best as you can determine these.  You should consult Statistics 
Canada or other sources for information on the broader area in which your neighborhood 
is located. If your specific area differs from the larger area, discuss. 
4. Illustrate, as appropriate, the concepts of Kevin Lynch that describe the elements 
people use to build their image of an area.  (Note:  if you refer to landmarks, etc., that are 
not in your specific area, they MUST, nonetheless, be shown on your map. 
5. Type your area using both the Warrens’ typology of neighborhoods and McLemore’s 
typology of inner city neighborhoods.  Explain fully why you typed the area in this way.  
If you are doing an area that is in the suburbs, you must also type it using the typology of 
suburban neighborhoods discussed in class. 
6. Complete an ecological analysis of the area using concepts from classic urban 
ecological theory. (Consider the ecological processes and dominance.  Do not use such 
concepts as web of life, struggle for existence or Duncan.) 
7. Discuss the relationship of this area to the rest of the city.  That is, what role does it 
play in the life of the city? 
8. What problems seem to plague this area based on your experiences and conversations? 
9. What do you think the future holds for this area?  This would be based on 
conversations and observations of what is happening in the area. 
 
Due:  March 19 
 
Documentary Films 
“Edible City, 2012 (food growing)   
“The Pruitt-Igoe Myth,” 2011 (St. Louis high-rise public housing) 
“Waste Land,” 2010 (Rio de Janeiro workers) 
“The Garden,” 2008 (loss of community farm, Los Angeles) 
“Trouble the Waters,” 2008 (New Orleans flood) 
“My Winnipeg,” 2007             
“Radiant City,” 2006 (suburbs in general) 
“Dark Days,” 2000 (homeless in New York) 
“The Rise and Fall of English Montreal,” 1993 
“Let’s All Hate Toronto,” 2007 
“Sea Point Days,” 2008 (Cape Town, South Africa, suburb) 
“The Memories of Angels,” 2008 (Montreal 1950s, 1960s) 
“Home,” 2006 (Irish immigrant in New York) 
“New York: A Documentary Film”  (8 episodes; select one) 
 “Detropia” 2012 (decline of Detroit) 
 


