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Syllabus 
SOCI 305 – Socialisation 

Fall 2013 
TR 11:35AM – 12:55PM in Leacock 232 

 
Instructor: Leslie L. Cheung, Department of Sociology, McGill University 
Email: leslie.cheung@mail.mcgill.ca 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 1:30 PM – 3:30 PM or by appointment in Leacock 839 
 
Teaching Assistant (TA): Il Ju Kim 
Email: ilju.kim@mail.mcgill.ca  
Office Hours: Tuesdays 10AM – 11AM in Leacock 822A, or by appointment 
 
Course Overview and Goals 
 
The primary aim of this course is to provide you with a sociological understanding of the 
socialisation process for select topics. Briefly defined, socialisation refers to the life-long, 
cumulative process of learning, relearning, and un-learning of the existing (and changing) 
knowledge, skills, attitudes and behaviours. Sociologists study socialisation processes at 
various levels, ranging from day-to-day interactions between individuals to the 
organisation of society as a whole. The first part of the course is going to look at these 
various theoretical perspectives on socialisation.  In the second part, we will analyse the 
process of socialisation around various topics, and how certain demographic 
characteristics (such as class, gender and race) shape socialisation processes and vice 
versa. 
 
By the end of this course, you should be familiar with major theories used in the study of 
socialization. You should also be able to apply this knowledge to a variety of concepts 
and topics, and be able to think critically about them. 
 
Required Readings & Material 
 
There is no textbook for this course, however, there are required readings each week 
available online on mycourses under course content, either as a PDF or a link.  To access 
all links from an off campus computer, you must be signed into your VPN account.   
All readings posted unless otherwise specified are required reading.   
 
There will also be two movies shown throughout this course – there will be public 
screenings in-class on October 24 and November 14th, otherwise the materials are 
available on reserve.   
 
All readings, lecture material, movies, and discussions in-class are testable material.    
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Conferences 
 
There are two scheduled conferences throughout the semester that will be led by your 
TA.  The conferences will be held during class time the days directly before the two 
exams and will be a review session where students can ask questions about the material.  
These conferences are not mandatory, but are merely a supplementary way for students to 
prepare for the exam.    
 
Evaluation 
 
Midterm (30%) - In-class - Thursday, October 3rd, 2013 
 
Test (30%) - In-class – Thursday, November 28th, 2013 
 
Theory to Practice Papers (15% each x 2) 
Due Thursday, October 24th, 2013 & Thursday, November 14th, 2013 
 
There will be two “Theory to Practice” papers due on the dates above worth a total of 
30% of your final grade.  Papers should be no longer than 6-typed pages double-
spaced (plus references or bibliography) in length.   
 
Students are expected to briefly describe at least one theory and then discuss how the 
theory applies or does not apply to a personal story of socialization around the specified 
topics below.  You will want to discuss potential gaps in the application of the theory and 
how these gaps might be explained using what you have learned in the class and readings.   
 
October 24th – Gender & Class; Race & Ethnicity; Immigration 
November 14th – Immigration**; Nationalism; Political Socialization 
 
Papers are to be submitted in hard-copy at the beginning of the lecture on the dates 
above. 
 
**If you wrote on Immigration for the first paper, you should write on a different topic 
for the second paper.     
 
Movie Reflection (5%) 
Due Tuesday, October 29th, 2013 & Tuesday, November 19th, 2013 
 
You are to select one of the two movies shown in class and write a reflection paper on it.  
Reflection papers are expected to be approximately 2-typed pages double-spaced.   
 
Students are expected to reflect on the content of the movie and how it relates to the 
content covered in this course or to the student’s personal experiences with socialization.  
It is NOT a review of the movie, nor is it a summary of the movie.   
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Movie responses are due in-class in hard-copy at the beginning of the lecture the 
following Tuesday after the movie screening.  Only one movie reflection will be counted 
towards your final grade.  No bonus grades or averaging of grades for any second papers 
turned in.   
 
In-class discussions and assignments (5%) 
 
In-class, throughout the semester, students will be asked to participate in group 
discussions and/or be asked to hand in short written responses reflecting on the material 
presented.  You will be asked to provide your name and/or student number on any 
submitted materials.   
 
Late Submissions or Missed Exams 
Late submissions of assignments or missed exams are unacceptable, unless it is a result of 
a medical emergency, in which case, a medical note needs to be submitted to the 
instructor.  There may be a penalty for late submissions even when a note is provided.   
 
Right to submit in English or French 
In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course 
have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. 
 
Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque 
étudiant a le droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être 
noté (sauf dans le cas des cours dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). 
 
Academic integrity 
McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the 
meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the 
Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see 
www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information) 
 
L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe 
par conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, 
plagiat et autres infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir 
de telles actions, selon le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires 
(pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site 
www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/). 
 
In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content 
and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change. 
 
© Instructor generated course materials (e.g., handouts, notes, summaries, exam 
questions, etc.) are protected by law and may not be copied or distributed in any form or 
in any medium without explicit permission of the instructor. Note that infringements of 
copyright can be subject to follow up by the University under the Code of Student 
Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures. 



Page 4 of 6 

Weekly Schedule 
 
Week 1 (Sept. 3 & 5) – Syllabus and Introduction 
Bauman, Z. (1990). Oneself with Others.  In Thinking Sociologically: An Introduction for 

Everyone (pp. 17-27). Oxford, UK; Cambridge, Mass., USA: B. Blackwell. 
 
Week 2 (Sept. 10 & 12) – Society and the Individual 
Elias, N. (2001). The society of individuals Gesellschaft der Individuen. English (pp. 3-27). New 

York: Continuum. 
 
Foucault, M. (1978). The history of sexuality (pp. 1-35). New York: Pantheon Books. 
 
Week 3 (Sept. 17 & 19) – Theories & Concepts: Micro Analyses 
Berger, P. L., & Luckmann, T. (1966). Society as subjective reality The social construction of 

reality: a treatise in the sociology of knowledge (pp. 119-135). Garden City, N.Y.: 
Doubleday. 

 
Goffman, E. (1959). The presentation of self in everyday life. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday. 
 
Mead, G. H. (1962). The self as social structure. In C. W. Morris (Ed.), Mind, self & society from 

the standpoint of a social behaviorist (pp. (reprinted) 156-160). Chicago: The University 
of Chicago Press. 

 
Week 4 (Sept. 24 & 26) – Theories & Concepts: Macro Analyses 
Bourdieu, P. (1977). Cultural reproduction and social reproduction. . In J. Karabel & A. H. 

Halsey (Eds.), Power and ideology in education (pp. 487-507). New York: Oxford 
University Press. 

 
Durkheim, E. (1972). “Discipline and Freedom”, “The Problem of Anomie”, “Education and 

Society”, “Rationalist Education”, “Repressive Sanctions and Mechanical Solidarity”. In 
A. Giddens (Ed.), Selected writings (pp. 111-115; 173- 176; 203-205; 215-218, 123-128). 
Cambridge: University Press. 

 
Mannheim, K. (1952). The sociological problem of generations. Essays on the sociology of 

knowledge (pp. 163-195). 
 
Week 5  
 
(Oct. 1) – In-class Conference & Review 
 
(Oct. 3)  - ****In-class Midterm**** 
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Week 6 (Oct 8 & 10) - Gender & Class  
Ferree, M. M. (2010). Filling the Glass: Gender Perspectives on Families. Journal of Marriage 

and Family, 72(3), 420-439. 
 
West, C., & Zimmerman, D. H. (1987). Doing Gender. Gender & Society, 1(2), 125-151. 
 
Yodanis, C. (2006). A Place in Town: Doing Class in a Coffee Shop. Journal of Contemporary 

Ethnography, 35(3), 341-366. 
 
Week 7 (Oct. 15 & 17) – Race & Ethnicity 
McIntosh, P. (1988). White privilege: Unpacking the invisible knapsack. Race, class, and gender 

in the United States: An integrated study, 4, 165-169. 
 
Portes, A., & Rumbaut, R. G. (2001). Defining the Situation: Ethnic Identities of Children of 

Immigrants Legacies: The story of the immigrant second generation (pp. 147-191): 
University of California Press. 

 
Satzewich, V., & Liodakis, N. (2013). Theories of Ethnicity and Race. In V. Satzewich & N. 

Liodakis (Eds.), "Race" and ethnicity in Canada: A critical introduction (pp. 32-62). Don 
Mills, ON: Oxford University Press. 

 
Week 8  
(Oct 22) – Immigration 
Berry, J. W. (2007). Acculturation. In J. E. Grusec & P. D. Hastings (Eds.), Handbook of 

socialization: Theory and research (pp. 543-558). New York: Guilford Press. 
 
Satzewich, V., & Liodakis, N. (2013). Immigration in Historical Perspective. In V. Satzewich & 

N. Liodakis (Eds.), "Race" and ethnicity in Canada: A critical introduction (pp. 75-92). 
Don Mills, ON: Oxford University Press. 

 
(Oct 24) – Movie #1 – Wo Ai Ni Mommy (I Love you Mommy) (76 min.) 
****Theory to Practice Paper #1 Due in-class**** 
 
Week 9  
(Oct. 29)  - Immigration (continued) 
****Movie Review #1 Due in-class**** 
 
(Oct. 31) – Nationalism 
Breuilly, J. (1985). Reflections on Nationalism. Philosophy of the Social Sciences, 15(1), 65-75. 
 
Martin, P., & Nadeau, R. (2002). Understanding Opinion Formation on Quebec Sovereignty. In 

J. M. Everitt & B. L. O'Neill (Eds.), Citizen Politics: Research and theory in Canadian 
political behaviour (pp. 142-158). Don Mills, ON: Oxford University Press. 
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Miller, D. (1993). In Defence of Nationality. Journal of Applied Philosophy, 10(1), 3-16. 
 
Week 10  
(Nov. 5) – Nationalism (continued) 
****Guest Lecture: Sara Hall, PhD Candidate****   
(Readings to be announced at later date) 
 
(Nov. 7) – Political Socialisation 
Kushin, M. J., & Yamamoto, M. (2010). Did Social Media Really Matter? College Students' Use 

of Online Media and Political Decision Making in the 2008 Election. Mass 
Communication and Society, 13(5), 608-630. 

 
McFarland, D. A., & Thomas, R. J. (2006). Bowling Young: How Youth Voluntary Associations 

Influence Adult Political Participation. American Sociological Review, 71(3), 401-425. 
 
Wright, M., & Bloemraad, I. (2012). Is There a Trade-off between Multiculturalism and Socio-

Political Integration? Policy Regimes and Immigrant Incorporation in Comparative 
Perspective. Perspectives on Politics, 10(01), 77-95. 

 
Week 11 
(Nov. 12) – Political Socialisation (continued) 
 
(Nov. 14) – Movie #2 – Miss Representation (90 min.) 
****Theory to Practice Paper #2 Due in-class**** 
 
Week 12 (Nov. 19 & 21) – Professional Socialisation & Re-socialisation 
****Movie Review #2 Due in-class**** 
Goffman, E. (1961). Asylums: Essays on the social situation of mental patients and other 

inmates (pp. 3-35). Garden City, N.Y.: Anchor Books. 
 
Hochschild, A. R. (1985). The managed heart: Commercialization of human feeling (pp. 3-23, 

137-161). Berkeley: University of California Press. 
 
Manderson, D., & Turner, S. (2006). Coffee House: Habitus and Performance Among Law 

Students. Law & Social Inquiry, 31(3), 649-676. 
 
Week 13  
 
(Nov. 26) – In-class Conference & Review 
 
(Nov. 28) – ****In-class Final Exam**** 


