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CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 

 

Course Number: SOCI 386   Instructor: Amm Quamruzzaman 

Term: Winter 2017    E-mail: amm.quamruzzaman@mcgill.ca  

Schedule: Wed, Fri, 16:05–17:25   Office: 822A Leacock  

Location: ENGMD 276    Office Hours: Thu, 11:30–12:15 
   

Course Overview 

Since the 1960s, the study of social movements has developed at an unprecedented pace into a major 

area of research. In the first part of this course, we will concentrate on the main theoretical approaches 

to the study of social movements. In the second part, we will assess the contributions of these theories 

through the discussion of major contemporary social movements such as the American civil rights 

movement, the Canadian indigenous movement, the women’s movement, the LGBT movement, the 

environmental movement, and the global social justice movement. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this course, you should have accumulated knowledge about the major concepts and 

theories of social movements and learned how to approach and study social movements. Overall, you 

should be able to answer the following questions: What are social movements? Why and how do 

people become involved in social movements? Why do movements emerge, grow and decline? What 

role does media play in social movements? What difference do movements make? And how do we 

study social movements? 

 

Instructional Method 

Although I will be lecturing most of the time, I actively encourage your participation in class 

discussions. You will have another opportunity to become more actively engaged in the discussion of 

class topics through smaller‐sized conferences led by Teaching Assistants. If there is something you 

could not raise in class due to time constraints or was not addressed in sufficient detail, conferences 

will be the ideal chance to bring this up. Additionally, through your interaction with me and your TA 

beyond the classroom, you will have plenty of chances to clarify any concepts which still remain 

ambiguous to you. I strongly encourage you to see us during our office hours and beyond. 

 

Required Course Materials 

The following textbook is required for this course: Staggenborg, Suzanne and Howard Ramos. 2016. 

Social Movements, 3rd edition. Toronto: Oxford University Press. The book is available at the 

university bookstore for purchase and on the reserve at McLennan Library for loans. In addition to 

this book, there are several required articles listed in the course calendar below and are available on 

myCourses. This is a reading-intensive course. All the readings are complementary to the material 

presented in lectures, therefore you are expected to read them before the due date in order to be 

prepared for class discussions and conference participation. A few additional materials will be posted 

on myCourses in due course for helping you write the course paper and learn more about specific 

topics. 
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Evaluation 

Your grades will be based on the following components: 
 

Name of assignment Due date % of final grade 

Midterm exam Feb. 15 25 

Course paper Mar. 29 25 

Final exam During the exam period 40 

Conference and class attendance and participation As scheduled in the course 

calendar 

10 

   

Examinations: There will be two written examinations worth 65% of your course grade (25% for the 

midterm and 40% for the final exam). Both these exams will involve short-answer and multiple-choice 

questions and will be based on lectures and required readings covered until the examination date. The 

final exam will be cumulative but more weightage will be given on post-midterm lectures and 

readings. You will write the midterm exam on February 15 in class during the regular class time. The 

date of the final exam will be given by the University. Failure to write the exams on the scheduled 

dates will result in a grade of zero for that exam, unless there is some legitimate circumstance with 

appropriate proof and arrangements are made in advance. Requests for a supplemental or a deferral 

exam will be handled by the University. 

 

Conference and class attendance and participation: You must sign up for one of the two conference 

sections when the registration is open on Minerva. Spots of registration for each conference section 

(maximum 40) will be filled up on the first-come-first-served basis. All conferences will be facilitated 

by your TA. Ten percent of your course grade is assigned to your attendance and participation in seven 

conferences (see the conference schedule in the course calendar above). If you miss any conference, 

you will not be receiving any grade for that conference. Under an extenuating circumstance with 

appropriate proof, you will be given only one chance to make up one missed conference by writing an 

extra assignment given by your TA. There is no grade for class attendance and participation, but 

evidently you will have a much easier time with the course material if you keep up with the weekly 

readings and attend classes regularly.  

 

Course paper: Your course paper is worth 25% of your course grade. You can write your research 

paper in a group (of three or four), or you can write it alone. In both cases, you have to write a research 

paper that applies the concepts and theories learned in class to analyze any one of the following social 

movements or protest events: (1) the “Not-In-My-Back-Yard” (NIMBY) movement in China, (2) the 

Landless Peoples Movement (LPM) in South Africa, (3) the Umbrella Movement in Hong Kong, or 

(4) “I Paid a Bribe,” India’s anti-corruption online movement. The paper is to be 15 pages long, 

double-spaced (not including references or appendices, if any) in Times New Roman 12-point font 

with 1 inch margins on all sides. Your grade will be affected if the paper is turned in late (by 10% for 

each day late) and/or if it does not respect the instructions regarding format and length (e.g., extra 

pages will not be graded). It is advised that, as you write your research paper, you should speak with 

me or the TA to be certain that you are composing it correctly. 

 

Course Calendar 

Please note that if necessary changes may be made to the following breakdown and readings. All 

changes will be announced beforehand in the class and will be posted on myCourses as well. If a topic 
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is not covered in one lecture, it will be carried forward to the next. 

Week Dates Description Readings due 

1 Jan. 4 An overview of the course No readings 

1 Jan. 6 What are social movements? Ch. 1 (textbook) 

Snow, David. 2004. “Social Movements as 

Challenges to Authority: Resistance to an 

Emerging Conceptual Hegemony.” Research 

in Social Movements, Conflicts and Change 

25: 3-25 

2 Jan. 11-13 Theories of social 

movements: 

Why and how do people 

become involved in social 

movements? 

Ch. 2  

Jasper, James M. 2011. “Emotions and Social 

Movements: Twenty Years of Theory and 

Research.” Annual Review of Sociology 37: 

285-303 

3 Jan. 18-20 Why do movements emerge, 

grow and decline? 

 

Ch. 3 (pp. 34-54) 

Tarrow, Sidney. 1993. “Cycles of Collective 

Action: Between Moments of Madness and 

the Repertoire of Contention.” Social Science 

History 17(2): 281-307 

4 Jan. 25 Conference 1 No regular class 

4 Jan. 27 What role does media play in 

social movements?  

Ch. 3 (pp. 54-59) 

Kidd, Dustin and K. McIntosh. 2016. “Social 

Media and Social Movements.” Sociology 

Compass 10(9): 785-794 

5 Feb. 1 Conference 2 No regular class 

5 Feb. 3 What difference do 

movements make? 

Amenta, Edwin et al. 2010. “The Political 

Consequences of Social Movements.” Annual 

Review of Sociology 10: 287-307 

6 Feb. 8 Conference 3 No regular class 

6 Feb. 10 How do we study social 

movements? 

Ch. 3 (pp. 59-62) 

Staggenborg, Suzanne. 2002. “The ‘Meso’ in 

Social Movement Research.” Pp. 124-139 in 



 

 

P
ag

e 
4

 

“Social Movements: Identity, Culture, and the 

State” edited by David S. Meyer, Nancy 

Whittier, and Belinda Robnett. New York: 

Oxford University Press. 

7 Feb. 15 Midterm exam in class No regular class 

7 Feb. 17 Case 1 – The American civil 

rights movement of the 

1960s 

Ch. 4 

McAdam, Doug. 1986. “Recruitment to High-

Risk Activism: The Case of Freedom 

Summer.” American Journal of Sociology 

92(1): 64-90 

8 Feb. 22 Conference 4 No regular class 

8 Feb. 24 Case 2 – The indigenous 

movement 

Ch. 5 

Woo, Grace Li Xiu. 2013. “Decolonization 

and Canada’s ‘Idle No More’ Movement.” 

Arctic Review on Law and Politics 4: 181-206 

 Feb. 27-

Mar. 3 

Reading week No class 

9 Mar. 8-10 Case 3 – The women’s 

movement 

Ch. 6 

Staggenborg, Suzanne and Verta Taylor. 

2005. “Whatever Happened to the Women’s 

Movement.” Mobilization 10(1): 37-52 

Staggenborg, Suzanne and Josée Lecomte. 

2009. “Social Movement Campaigns: 

Mobilization and Outcomes in the Montreal 

Women’s Movement Community.” 

Mobilization 14(2): 163-180 

10 Mar. 15 Conference 5 No regular class 

10 Mar. 17 Case 3 – The LGBT 

movement 

Ch. 7 

Bernstein, Mary. 2015. “Same-Sex Marriage 

and the Future of the LGBT Movement: SWS 

Presidential Address.” Gender & Society 

29(3): 321-337 
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11 Mar. 22 Conference 6 No regular class 

11 Mar. 24 Case 4 – The environmental 

movement 

Ch. 8 

Dalton, Russell. 2005. “The Greening of the 

Globe? Cross-national Levels of 

Environmental Group Membership.” 

Environmental Politics 14(4): 441-459 

12 Mar. 29 Conference 7 Course paper due in conference. 

12 Mar. 31 Case 5 – The global justice 

movement 

Ch. 9 

Juris, Jeffrey. 2005. “The New Digital Media 

and Activist Networking within Anti-

Corporate Globalization Movements.” Annals 

of the AAPSS 597(1): 189-208 

13 Apr. 5 Conclusion: Social 

movements and social 

change 

Ch. 10 

13 Apr. 7 Review and wrap up No readings. Date of the final exam TBA. 

 

McGill Policy Statements 

 “In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the 

right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.” 

 

o « Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant 

a le droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté (sauf dans 

le cas des cours dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). » 

 

 “McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning 

and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student 

Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures” (more information here: www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/).  

 

o « L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par 

conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par tricherie, plagiat et 

autres infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que peuvent avoir de telles 

actions, selon le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures disciplinaires » (pour de 

plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/). 

 

Additional Statements 

 “© Instructor-generated course materials (e.g., handouts, notes, summaries, exam questions, etc.) are 

protected by law and may not be copied or distributed in any form or in any medium without explicit 

permission of the instructor.  Note that infringements of copyright can be subject to follow up by the 

http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
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University under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures.” 

 

 “As the instructor of this course I endeavor to provide an inclusive learning environment. However, 

if you experience barriers to learning in this course, do not hesitate to discuss them with me and the 

Office for Students with Disabilities, 514-398-6009.” 

 

 “End-of-course evaluations are one of the ways that McGill works towards maintaining and 

improving the quality of courses and the student’s learning experience. You will be notified by e-

mail when the evaluations are available. Please note that a minimum number of responses must be 

received for results to be available to students.” 

 

 “In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or 

evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change.” 

http://www.mcgill.ca/osd
http://www.mcgill.ca/mercury/

