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Social Work Orientation Fun for All
Over 30 new students participated in the 
social work orientation and over 100 
students attended the BSW BBQ. These 
numbers reflected not only the high level 
of enthusiasm in our incoming BSW 
cohorts, but the eagerness of many 
returning students in making the first week 
of class at McGill a success for everyone.

SWSA executives welcomed the help 
of U3s Ravneet Mudhar and Brandon 
Vergara, who introduced McGill to the 
first year students. First year students were 
able to ask questions of current and 
former BSW students at an orientation 
panel discussion aimed to calm anxiety.

SWSA also introduced a new activity 
for first year students called the Amazing 
Race! Students were given clues that 
directed them to interesting areas of 
campus such as the Shag Shop, Arts 
OASIS, and Subway. They were also 
asked to use their creative sides and take 
pictures illustrating another clue at each 
location. The group that took the most 
creative pictures (see the picture above!) 
won small gift certificates to Super 
Sandwich on Peel. 

SWSA would also like to sincerely 
thank ever yone who helped and 
participated in this year’s orientation!
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Right clockwise from top: Professor Jill Hanley and Kaitland Ridenour; Members of 
the Social Work Association of Graduate Students and Professor Shari Brotman; 
Christelle Robitaille-Hains and Professor David Rothwell
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Find SWSA Online!

www.facebook.com
/McGillSWSA

www.mcgillSWSA.
blogspot.com

Social Work Students and Friends 
March Together for Mental Health

Clockwise from left to right: Amy Kasner, Nadia Azoulay, 
Marcela Domingos, Professor Jill Hanley, and Sabrina Mazza

Many of us are placed in agencies 
that serve clients who struggle with 
mental health issues. Many more of us 
have family or friends that also face the  
difficulties posed by mental illness. Yet last 
year when the call went out for McGill 
Social Work Students to participate in 
Montreal Walks for Mental Health, few 
students participated. Those that did 
walked alone or with their field placement 
agency. SWSA decided that this year, we 
would make a statement by organizing a 
large group of McGill students to march 
together. And we did just that: over 20 

students showed up on a chilly Sunday 
morning (some participants are pictured 
on page 2) to make this statement against 
stigma with us. We were overjoyed to be 
joined by many members of SWAGS, the 
Medical Student’s Society, and SSMU.

It is said that one in five Canadians 
will suffer from mental illness in their 
lifetime. Although we can’t cure mental 
illness, we can help change the way that 
our society views it. By marching together 
with our clients, friends, and colleagues, 
we made a small step in the right 
direction. 
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New SWSA Council Members Bring Added 
Strength and Energy: Get to know them!
U1 Rep: Andrea Palmer
“Excited to be a part of SWSA and an active member of our BSW community, I 
will strive to build group cohesion and a support network among students in my 
class and also with the other cohorts of the BSW program.  We will all face 
different struggles throughout our studies, but there is no reason any one of us 
should struggle alone!”

U2 Rep: Sarah McMahon 
“I ran for SWSA in an attempt to get to know as many people as possible in 
my year and hopefully be able to convey their concerns to the counsel. This 
year I am hoping you all feel comfortable to approach me with any concerns, 
comments, or questions and I will do my best to responsd as I see best fit. It's 
going to be a great year and I look forward to meeting and talking to as many 
social work students as possible!”

U3 Rep: Sivan Havusha
“I ran for SWSA because I felt it would it would be a great opportunity to get 
more involved in the social work community at McGill. Together with the 
proactive and enthusiastic council this year, I hope to create and facilitate 
programming that matters to students. I really want to encourage students and 
make them feel comfortable in voicing their input to the council and inform 
them that their feedback is both worthwhile and valuable.”

External Coordinator: Echo Parent-Racine
“I ran to be External Coordinator because I feel very passionate about giving 
students a voice and keeping SWSA, and the students it represents, visible to 
the greater community. I would like to work on student political issues like the 
very real issue of rising tuition fees and try to address the age discrimination 
policy of the STM in regards to student eligibility for student fare rates.”
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Photo Courtesy of Clare Karasik

TASSI: A Unique Program 
Offering Teens Support
Article by Dalia Spatzner

 TASSI (an acronym for Teen Advice, 
Support, and Information) is an initiative of 
Agence Ometz’s volunteer department. It was 
developed by the incredible Neal Evan Caminsky, 
who at the time, was one of the volunteers 
working for the agency. Together with Linda 
Mestel, manager of the volunteer department at 
Ometz, they brainstormed ways that the agency 
could provide advice, and as Caminsky states- “an 
ear to listen”. According to Caminsky, “In talking 

Town Hall a Success!
The town hall on October 19th was well 

attended by both faculty and students, with over 40 
people fit snugly into the Wendy Patrick Room. 
Topics covered were general changes in the school, 
building updates, changes to the BSW program, the 
new qual i fy ing year, MSW informat ion, 
communication overall, midterm evaluations, field 
placement seminars, and the new field placement 
evaluation. As a follow up to the Town Hall, SWSA 
will be starting a process of student consultations 
where students can more openly express their fears, 
frustrations, and general feelings about their school 
experience. See page 4 for a full listing of the 
consults.



USE YOUR LANGUAGE SKILLS TO 
EMPOWER OTHERS 

There is a dire need for a group of volunteers who speak a South Asian language 
(Urdu, Hindi, Punjabi, Tamoul and Bengali) and who could accompany unilingual 
patients to their appointments in Montreal hospitals and clinics.  Others langage skills 
needed   include Creole, Spanish, different Arabic languages, different sub-Saharan 
languages of Africa. A very committed and passionate doctor contacted SWSA looking 
for our student’s support in this endeavor. They are looking for a sustainable pool of 
compassionate, motivated students. He and other health professionals working at CLSC 
Park Extension could offer in return an excellent reference letter, which could be used 
for an application to graduate school or in general.  

Park Extension is rich in culture but needs a boost for specific vulnerable groups, 
mainly unilingual women, children and elderly from different parts of the world.  The 
hope is that as they start organizing grassroots initiatives at the CLSC, they will inspire 
others in the neighbourhood to join in the work. This is an amazing opportunity to get 
real world clinical skills, broaden your practice areas, and gain skills in community 
organizing!

Please contact Anne at communication.swsa@gmail.com if you’re interested.

EARN ACADEMIC CREDIT FOR 
RESEARCH THAT HELPS COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS

The Community University Research Exchange (CURE) offers community-based social 
justice research opportunities to undergraduate and graduate students. On their 
website http://qpirgconcordia.org/cure/ you’ll find 60+ research projects submitted by 
an array of grassroots community groups, that work around social and environmental 
justice issues. These research projects are available for students to take on and link up 
with their academic work. Working intimately with a grassroots community group, a 
student completes a research project. Students may submit the same project to their 
professor for academic credit. Students benefit from CURE by being able to have a real 
world application for their academic research and by being able to work towards and 
also broaden their knowledge about social and environmental justice. Students benefit 
by making connections in their community, gaining excellent volunteer experience, and 
by strengthening their skills in being highly self-directed, motivated, and accountable.

Please email cure.mtl@gmail.com if interested

Online Used 
Book Database
Implemented just before the 
beginning of fall term, SWSA’s 
used book database is alive and 
kicking with over 100 books listed! 
Books listed are relevant to 
undergraduate SWRK students. 
However the books’ subjects 
range from FLE, to anthropology, 
to women’s studies. Graduate 
level  SWRK textbooks are listed 
as well. Over 30 people bought 
and sold books using this service 
last term, and we hope that more 
people will continue to do so!

To buy books: 
http://bit.ly/Buy_books
To sell books: 
http://bit.ly/Sell_books

SSMU Strategic 
Summit on Equity 
& Diversity
Do you have concerns about 
equity on campus? Have you 
observed or experienced issues 
s u c h a s r a c i s m , s e x i s m , 
homophobia, transphobia, or 
ableism at McGill? Do you want 
help SSMU do something about 
it? COME TO THE STRATEGIC 
SUMMIT ON EQUIT Y AND 
DIVERSITY on Friday November 
4th from 12pm -5pm in the Clubs 
Lounge (4 t h floo r Sha tne r 
Building)
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SWSA invites you to make a stand and show solidarity with other Quebec university students 
against rising Quebec tuition rates. The Quebec government is raising tuition rates $325 per year 
over the next 5 years to the tune of $1625. That’s  an unprecedented 127% increase in present 
rates! Affordable education minimizes social exclusion and increases opportunities. Education is 
the great equalizer and should be kept affordable for all,  regardless   of background or 
socioeconomic status. If you are already a struggling university student, show your support, 
because otherwise, it will become substantially more difficult to pay tuition fees. For more 
information visit: http://ssmu.mcgill.ca/tuitiontruth/research/

The protest will be on Thursday November 10th, 2011, at Place Émilie-Gamelin, à Montréal at 
1400h. (métro Berri-UQAM). McGill  students are also demonstrating outside the Roddick Gates at 
1300h. TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE CHANGE HAPPEN!

Your Tuition Fees are Rising, What are you Going to Do About it? 

Photo by Erin Sparks via 
freeeducationmontreal.org
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What’s up with 
the basement?
The flooding in 
September caused 
damage to the 
building. The basement 
is in the process of 
being condemned, so 
that repairs can 
happen quicker.

Why can’t we 
use the atrium 
for group 
study?
Noise is amplified in 
the atrium, and the 
windows facing the 
atrium are thin. The 
second floor atrium is 
a good place to study 
quietly, but is really not 
a good place to 
engage in group 
projects. 

Where can 
students study 
in Wilson Hall?
Any room that is not 
occupied by a class is 
open to be used by 
students. Students must 
leave if/when a class 
begins. There are 
smaller classrooms up 
on the 4th floor that 
are often vacant.

What’s with 
the 
scaffolding?
The façade on the 
building is being 
repaired. The building 
manager has 
requested that all able-
bodied persons use the 
front entrance for the 
time being.

with Linda, I came up with the idea of an online bulletin board service: It 
gives you the ability to log on and post a question-publicly”. 
	 TASSI was launched in March 2009, and has been an enormous 
success. Any teenager can go to the website, sign in anonymously and post 
a question. Questions can be viewed by anyone who signs on. The 
advantage of TASSI is that teenagers who have gone through similar 
experiences can respond to other teenagers. Moderators, which are trained 
volunteers who respond to daily posts, are not the only ones providing 
advice. In this respect, teens learn from one another and are comforted to 
know that they are not alone in their experiences and concerns. 
	 One of the wonderful aspects about TASSI is that it has a variety of 
discussion forums where teenagers can post more than one question. For 
instance, there is a section on depression and self-harm, body image, 
puberty, sex, drugs and addictions. There are also forums about community 
life, activities, sports and many more. Questions range from teens who are in 
deep distress and are contemplating suicide to posting questions about 
sweet sixteens. 
 An aspect I find personally rewarding is that you are able to see an 
individual’s progress. This may sound silly, but even through a computer 
screen; you share a connection with the person. Whether it is that you 
yourself have gone through a similar experience, or that your advice has 
touched and helped someone, or that you are personally thanked for your 
time and thoughts, TASSI will help you in each and every way and will then 
intrinsically reward you. I have been personally thanked on TASSI, and I 
have seen individuals grow before my eyes who come out of depressions 
and who are able to relate to other teens. 
	 TASSI is an incredible outlet for teens to express themselves and 
build connections in a safe anonymous environment. Especially in this day 
and age, with the progression and obsessive Internet culture, TASSI is a true 
success! If you would like to know more about TASSI check it out, http://
www.tassi.ca!

UPCOMING SWSA/SOCIAL WORK EVENTS
Career Fair
• When: Friday November 4th 

@ 10:30am
• Where: Wendy Patrick 

Room in Wilson Hall
• Who: All MSWs and BSWs 

are welcome to attend
• What: Clean up your CV 

and introduce yourself to 
dozens of social work 
employers from all over 
Canada!

U1 Student 
Consultation
• When: Monday November 

7th @ 11:30am
• Where: Room TBA
• Who: All U1s (1st year 90 

credit) students are 
encouraged to attend!

• What: A student-led 
feedback session regarding 
school, classes, SWSA, and 
communication

Y1 Student 
Consultation
• When: Monday November 

7th @2:30pm
• Where: Room TBA
• Who: All Y1s (first year 60 

credit) students are 
encouraged to attend!

• What: Venting is known to 
be therapeutic, come vent 
to us! We want your 
comments: positive and 
negative!

U2 Student 
Consultation
• When: Wednesday 

November 9th @11:30am
• Where: Room TBD
• Who: All U2s are strongly 

encouraged to attend!
• What: Got a burning 

question, comment or 
concern? Bring it! This is 
your chance to be heard!

Discussion on 
Refugee Policy
• When: Wednesday 

November 9th @3:30pm
• Where: Wilson 105
• Who: Anyone interested!
• What: Canada celebrates 

the 25th anniversary of the 
Nansen Refugee Medal, but 
would Canada still deserve 
this honour today? Special 
guest lecturers will be in 
attendance!

MSW Info Sesh
• When: Wednesday 

November 9th @4:30pm
• Where: Wendy Patrick 

Room in Wilson Hall
• Who: Anyone interested in 

applying to the MSW 
program for 2012-2013

• What: Questions relating to 
the application process and 
requirements will be 
answered

U3/Y2 Student 
Consultation
• When: Friday November 

11th @11:30am
• Where: Wilson 105
• Who: All U3s and Y2s are 

encouraged to attend!
• What: Hit us with your best 

comment! We want to hear 
what you think before you 
graduate!

Lunch & Learn! 
• When: Thursday November 

24th @3:30pm
• Where: Wendy Patrick 

Room in Wilson Hall
• Who: Anyone interested
• What: The school has been 

offering professional 
development seminars for 
students to further their 
understanding of various 
topics. This session’s topic is 
vicarious trauma.
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WILSON HALL NEWS
Spatzner on TASSI Continued from Page 2
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