
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
 

 

Professor Jim Torczyner, ICAN Founder and Director, congratulates 
Rami Hamdallah, new Palestinian PM, in a Jerusalem Post Op-Ed 

 

  

Prof. Jim Torczyner (left) meets with Rami Hamdallah (right, center) last month, during a visit 
organized to An Najah National University led by Kappy Flanders (to Jim's left).  

  

 

Dear Wendy, 
  
Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah 
has been a great partner of 
McGill for many years, as 
president of An Najah National 
University. Most recently, he has 
served as Chair of the Board of 
PCAN - Palestine Community 
Advocacy Network, leading the 
way in expanding the use of 
rights-based community practice 
in Palestinian Communities. We 
wish him well in his new, critical 
role. Please continue below to 
read Jim's article about a 
tremendous partner to McGill and 
to our program. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jodi Hope Michaels 
ICAN Director of 
Communications 
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A look at Rami Hamdallah 
by Jim Torczyner, Jerusalem Post, June 18, 2013 

  
I have known Rami Hamdallah for the past 15 years, and have worked side by side with him on 
academic, international and regional issues. Over the years, we have broadened our professional 
partnerships in the fields of social work, law, architecture, housing, education and medicine, and, on 
a personal level deepened our trust, respect and friendship. I have witnessed and come to admire 
the broad scope of Rami’s vision, and his incredible capacity to lead under pressure, to negotiate 
complex, conflicting agendas and interests while focusing on the overall common good.  
 
I have seen his mettle tested in the most turbulent of times, and I have been at his side during times 
of unimaginable personal anguish. We have celebrated together and mourned together. Underlying 
his undeniable accomplishments is an authentic, dedicated, honest, dignified human being, whom I 
have seen interact with heads of state, ambassadors and significant donors, as well as with 
doormen, students and disabled children with equal humility, respect and abundant kindness. 
 
Hamdallah represents a side of Palestinian society to which most Jewish audiences have little 
access. Accounts in the Israeli and Jewish press underreport the positive dimensions to Palestinian 
statehood, and the quiet, consistent, determined, day to day activities of highly capable individuals 
who continue to build the foundations for such a state. At best dismissed as an ineffective minority, 
their actual impact is grossly underestimated, their value to regional stability is not understood, and 
numerous opportunities to move peace and prosperity forward dry up through filtered lenses in the 
desert sun.  
 
I first met Professor Hamdallah in April 1998 when he was vice president of An Najah National 
University in Nablus – shortly before he assumed the presidency. 
 
The context was a program I had founded: The McGill Middle East Program in Civil Society and 
Peace Building (MMEP), now rebranded as the International Community Action Network (ICAN-
McGill). 
 
Over the years, the program had established bilateral relationships with Jordanian academic 
institutions and with Israeli universities to develop community-based and volunteer-driven 
organizations located in low-income neighborhoods. These centers operate independently and in 
direct bilateral relations with the McGill program. The centers bring university expertise to low-
income neighborhoods, empower local residents to access their rights and improve their 
circumstances. 
 
Currently, over 100,000 persons in the region are reached annually through our 11 centers. 
 
Read the rest of Jim's article here. 

 

 

YES! 
I want to contribute to social justice and citizen-driven change in the Middle East by giving to 

the International Community Action Network and its Fellowship Program.  Visit this link to 
make your gift through our secure online contribution system, or mail a cheque made out to 
"McGill University - ICAN" to the address below.  Thank you for supporting a better future for 

communities and citizens across the Middle East! 

 

 

 
3506 University Street, Suite 113, Montreal, QC H3A 2A7 

Email: mmep@mcgill.ca  -  Phone: 514-398-6717 
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