
 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research names Bill Ryan one of the 
Top Ten Researchers in Gender and Health 

 

 
The Scientific Director of the Institute for Gender and Health, Canadian Institutes of Health Research, in 
choosing the Top Ten Researchers, said: 
 
“With a more established field, we are beginning to see that gender, sex, and health 
researchers are prioritizing knowledge translation in their work, a culture that IGH has helped 
to cultivate. Gender, sex, and health research evidence is making a difference.   The top 10 
research success stories profiled in our 10th anniversary special issue of Intersections paint a 
picture of how far we have come in the past 10 years. We are shifting paradigms, shaping 
policy, creating new knowledge, translating knowledge in innovative ways, and building 
capacity for the next generation of researchers.” 
 

Bill Ryan, Adjunct Professor at the School of Social Work, was recognized along with Line Chamberlain of 
the Université du Québec à Montréal for the contribution their research has made in changing social policy 
and attitudes in Québec and elsewhere in Canada. 
 

When Bill and Line were chosen, Dr. Danielle Julien, the principal investigator of the SVR research team 
(Sexual and Gender Diversity: Vulnerability Resilience), of which Bill is co-principal investigator, wrote in 
the magazine description: 
 

“If ever there was a fortuitous time when social necessity met academic preparedness and 
combined to create an effective, practical response to a vexing condition, it was in Quebec in 
June 2005. It happened during an intense social debate about homosexuality in Canada, a 
month before the legalization of same sex marriages. 
 

The Ministry of Justice was under pressure from gay and lesbian community leaders to find 
solutions to the problem of homophobia in Quebec and address the well-being of sexual 
minorities. Recognizing that little was known about the current state of homophobia in Quebec, 
the Ministry called for a marshalling of knowledge as Quebec society progressed toward new 
human rights realities. 
 

The task was charged to the Commission des droits de la personne et des droits de la Jeunesse 
(CDPDJ) to produce a report. A mixed working group, under the guidance of Monik Audet, 
included representatives of different ministries, public sectors (e.g. unions), community 
organizations, and academic researchers in the field of sexual minorities. 
 

In this propitious time, two researchers, professors Line Chamberland (UQAM) and Bill Ryan 
(McGill), were invited to be representatives of the academic research sector. But, I must 
reiterate the role of who I see as the two leading actors of this success story: Line Chamberlain 
and Bill Ryan. Their many years of study on the subject, initially done with little help from 
formal funding, contributed profoundly to the early achievement of this social progress. At the 
time they started their research, most funding for studying sexual minorities targeted HIV and 
men having sex with men. I was delighted when funding expanded to other dimensions of 
sexual minorities, notably the experience of homophobia. Funding from the CIHR Institutes of 
Gender and Health and Population and Public Health enabled us bring expertise in this area 
together for the first time.” 


