
 

 

 
          

TO:   Senate 

FROM:   Professor Tim Moore, Senator from the Faculty of Science 

SUBJECT: Question Regarding the Statement of Deputy Provost (Student Life & 
Learning) 

MEETING DATE: October 22, 2014      

 PREAMBLE: On September 26, 2014, Deputy Provost Dyens issued the following 
statement: 
 
Message to the McGill community: recent allegations concerning a
member of the football team 
 
A member of the McGill Redmen football team was in Court on
Thursday to face criminal charges. This individual had previously 
pleaded guilty to an assault charge arising from a 2010 incident in
Quebec City. This individual should not have been invited to join our 
team. That was not in accordance with the values of our community. 
 
There have been a few incidents in recent years where relevant 
information concerning football players was not dealt with appropriately
at McGill. We take responsibility for those errors and are committed to
preventing them in the future.   
 
The recurrence of these incidents demands an in-depth review of our 
rules and regulations governing participation in varsity sports. The
objectives of this review, undertaken by the Office of the Deputy Provost
(Student Life and Learning), will be to ensure that all rules and
regulations are aligned with and reinforce transparent decision-making, 
accountability and commitment to the values that define the McGill
learning environment.  
 
We believe that Varsity sports, recreational athletics and our student
athletes make a very valuable contribution to our University. They 
compete at a high level and enrich their own lives as well as the life of
the University.  
 
We neither tolerate violence on campus nor behaviours that are contrary
to the values and principles of our community. As a community, we will 
work together to better educate ourselves on issues of safety and mutual
respect.  
 
The issue has generated considerable interest within and outside the
McGill community. 

Question
McGILL UNIVERSITY SENATE



 

QUESTION: 1. Are there specific McGill regulations which prevent students with a 
previous criminal record from participating in varsity sports teams? 
 
2. Does the Deputy Provost agree that the University has the 
responsibility and competence to judge academic matters, but not judicial
matters; and that one is innocent until found guilty? 
 
3. What are the ‘values and principles of our community’? 
 
4. Do these values and principles, once articulated, apply to all in the
McGill community? For example, staff and professors that have criminal
records from their past would not be allowed to represent McGill 
University?  

 


