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 SENATE                                                                                                
McGILL UNIVERSITY                     

 
Minutes of a meeting of Senate held on Wednesday March 4, 2009 at 2:30 p.m. in the Robert 
Vogel Council Room (Room 232), Leacock Building.      
 
PRESENT: 
 
Aitken, Ellen 
Algieri, Stefano 
Bartlett-Esquilant, Gillian  
Bishop, Alexandra   
Boss, Valentin 
Brackett, David 
Bray, Dorothy 
Burgoyne, John Ashley  
Butler, Ian 
Caplan, Eric 
Chadha, Roshi  
Covo, David  
Cuello, Claudio 
DeGuise, Alexander  
Dourley, Barbara 
Driscoll, Brian 
Ericsson, Jan  
Everett, Jane  
Gehr, Ronald 
GowriSankaran, Kohur  
Grant, Martin 
Gulamhussein, Faizel  
Harpp, David  
Hebert, Johanne  
Hendren, Laurie 
Hobbins, John  
Honoroff, Zach 
Jonsson, Wilbur 
Jordan, Steve 
Kirby, Torrance 
Kreiswirth, Martin 
Kurien, John  
Labban, Margaret 
Levin, Richard I. 
Lowther, David 
 
 
 

 
 
Luther, Ryan   
Madramootoo, Chandra 
Masi, Anthony C. 
McIntosh, Matthew  
McSweeney, Kerry 
Mendelson, Morton J. 
Moore, Timothy  
Munroe-Blum, Heather (Chair)  
Neilson, Ivan 
Oxhorn, Philip  
Pekeles, Gary  
Perumal, Nandita 
Peterson, Kathryn  
Pierre, Christophe 
Potter, Judith  
Quaroni, Enrica  
Richard, Marc  
Robaire, Bernard  
Roy, François R. 
Schmidt, Janine  
Steinhauer, Karsten  
Todd, Peter  
Turner, Kathleen 
Van Eyk, Helen 
Vroom, Ann 
Wade, Kevin 
Weinstein, Marc  
Wilkinson, Nadya  
Wolfson, Christina 
Zannis-Hadjopoulos, Maria  
Zorychta, Edith  
 
Pelletier, Johanne (Secretary) 

 
REGRETS: Paul Allison, Jake Barralet, Gregg Blachford, Benoit Boulet, Judy Dear, Frances 
Ezzy-Jorgensen, Peter Grütter, Nicholas Kasirer, Christopher Manfredi, James G. Martin, 
Donald McLean, Héléne Perrault, Richard Pound, Robert Rabinovitch, Honora Shaughnessy, 
Laurie Snider, Denis Thérien, Manon Vennat. 

08-09:07 
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The Principal welcomed all to Senate. 
 
SECTION I 
 
1.  Resolution on the death of Dr. Peter Cernacek 
 
The following resolution on the death of Dr. Peter Cernacek was read by Dean Richard I. Levin, 
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, and adopted unanimously by Senate. 
 
The McGill Faculty of Medicine mourns the passing of Dr. Peter Cernacek, Associate Professor 
in the Department of Medicine, respected physician with the MUHC and accomplished 
researcher, who died June 12, 2008 in the prime of his academic vocation. 
 
Dr. Cernacek received his MD and PhD degrees and his training in medical biochemistry from 
Comenius University in Bratislava, Czechoslovakia. He and his family arrived in Canada in 1983 
to begin what proved to be a distinguished career within our health sciences community. He 
joined McGill University and the Division of Clinical Biochemistry at the Royal Victoria Hospital 
in 1984 and also served as professor of medicine at Université de Montreal and physician and 
researcher with the Montreal Heart Institute over the years. Dr. Cernacek was truly devoted to 
medical education and deeply involved in medical resident and graduate student teaching in this 
city.  
 
Dr. Cernacek’s main investigative interests were in the field of vasoactive peptides. His research 
was well recognized by the Medical Research Council of Canada and later by the CIHR. 
Authoring an important number of articles on renal and cardiac pathophysiology, and more 
recently on endothelins, his work is widely cited in the literature. 
  
Over and above his many professional accomplishments, Dr. Cernacek is remembered for his 
tastes in art and music, reflecting the very best of European culture, together with his 
compassion, patience and wit. 
 
2.  Resolution on the death of Dr. G. Michael Davis 
 
The following resolution on the death of Dr. G. Michael Davis was read by Dean Richard I. 
Levin, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, and adopted unanimously by Senate. 
 
The McGill Faculty of Medicine mourns the death of Dr. G. Michael Davis, Associate Professor 
of Pediatrics in the Faculty of Medicine, who passed away suddenly while on vacation last 
summer.  
 
Dr. Michael Davis arrived in Montreal from Calgary in 1984 as a research fellow in pulmonary 
medicine at the Montreal Children's Hospital. He joined McGill’s Department of Pediatrics in 
1987. As a member of the Division of Pediatric Respiratory Medicine, Dr. Davis had been for 
many years the Director of the Pulmonary Function Laboratory of the Montreal Children’s 
Hospital, the McGill Pediatric Home Ventilation Program, and the Medical Director of the 
Respiratory Therapist Training Program. His expertise in lung mechanics of young children, 
bronchopulmonary dysplasia and home ventilation is recognized worldwide. He ran the only 
clinic in Canada with a phrenic-nerve pacing system program, a type of pacemaker that sends a 
signal to the diaphragm to contract, enabling a patient to breath. 
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Dr. Davis is remembered for his great passion and dedication to his patients, as well as for his 
enthusiasm as an accomplished clinician, educator and investigator. 
 
3.  Resolution on the death of Alison Cole 
 
The following resolution on the death of Alison Cole was read by Ms. Janine Schmidt, 
Trenholme Director of Libraries, and adopted unanimously by Senate. 
 
Alison Phebe Gertrude Cole, B.A., McGill, 1940 , B.L.S., McGill, 1941 
 
In 1941 during the midst of World War II, Alison Cole began her duties as a Junior Librarian in 
the Circulation and Reference Department of the former Redpath Library, with a princely salary 
of $900 per year. She retired in August 1984 as Area Librarian, Humanities and Social 
Sciences, after a lifetime of distinguished and dedicated service.  She passed away peacefully 
on October 5th, 2008, in her ninetieth year.  Few today have any knowledge of the early times in 
which she worked but Alison later brought them to life for her colleagues as she spoke warmly 
of the McGill campus during the war years and of the responsibilities of the Library to meet the 
needs of veterans returning as students when the war ended.   
 
Alison Cole belonged to a different generation of librarians, yet she bridged the gap as ever 
newer and younger colleagues joined the staff of the McGill Library. Perhaps her greatest asset 
in adapting over those many years to a constantly changing profession was her exceptional 
humanity.  Several staff have recalled her personal understanding of their problems and needs.  
She was known to dip into her pocket book on more than one occasion when the University 
payroll system in those pre-automated days failed to produce a cheque in a timely fashion for a 
new staff member or a recently hired casual worker.  Fundamentally a shy person, Alison found 
her strongest voice in acting in the interest of others.  
 
During her more than 40 years of service to McGill, she held numerous responsibilities, many of 
them related to buildings and planning. She was involved in the building of the former 
Undergraduate (Redpath) library extension and even more significantly with the McLennan 
Library.  Her career canvassed many areas and involved numerous positions including Head of 
the Acquisitions Department, responsibility for professional appointment and promotions, 
Associate University Librarian for Public Services, and responsibility also for the McLennan 
Library. Miss Cole deputized for the Director of Libraries and was also Acting Director of 
Libraries at several times over the course of her career. The focus of much of her work was the 
improvement of the collections and services, planning and budgeting and she lobbied strongly 
for adequate collections funding.  
 
In 1972, she was appointed Humanities and Social Sciences Area Librarian. She was heavily 
involved in the rationalization of services and collections under the then Area Library system 
and worked tirelessly to ensure the smooth introduction of automated library systems. On her 
retirement, the University recognized her contribution with an Honorary M.A.    
 
Alison Cole made strong contributions to the University through extensive committee work 
within the Library and through membership of university-wide committees.  She was a member 
of Senate and a member of the Senate Steering Committee.  Miss Cole also represented the 
McGill Library on various external committees ranging from the Quebec Library Association to 
ASTED (Association pour l’avancement des sciences et des techniques de la documentation). 
She was particularly interested in Canadiana, Canadian history and the history of Montreal and 
its environs.  
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Alison Cole was always willing to share her experiences and her knowledge.  She consulted 
widely with others. Her work was characterized by attention to detail, a planning approach, 
dedication, thoughtfulness and thoroughness.  The eulogy delivered at her funeral spoke of her 
devotion – to McGill, to family and to church.  A loyal member of the St George’s Anglican 
Church, she devoted much of her time and energy to the church during her retirement.  We 
send our condolences to her brother Herman Cole and her nieces and nephews, especially 
Beverly, in whose academic achievement Alison took great pride, and to her great nieces and 
nephews. 
 
4.  Report of the Steering Committee 
 
The report of the Steering Committee (08-09:07) was received.  
 

Item 1.  Approval of Minutes of Senate.  An amendment to the distributed minutes was 
made available to Senators at the meeting.  The amendment contained additional 
discussion of the Institute for Gender, Sexuality and Feminist Studies.  On motion duly 
proposed and seconded, the minutes of the meeting of February 11, 2009, as amended, 
were approved.    

 
 Item 2.  Confidential Minutes.  It was reported that the Steering Committee has 

scrutinized and approved the confidential minutes of the meeting of February 11, 2009 
on behalf of Senate.  These minutes are not published or circulated but are available for 
perusal by senators in the office of the Secretary of Senate. 

 
 Item 3.  Degrees and Diplomas.  Presented for the information of Senate. 
 
 Item 4.  Information Item.  The Steering Committee requested that the Vice-Principal 

(Administration and Finance) provide an update to Senate on action arising from the 
question posed at the January 21, 2009 Senate meeting, relating to retirement 
procedures.  Vice-Principal Roy stated that the process has been modified and tested, 
and that from now on there will be no interruption to access privileges for retiring staff.  
Mr Hobbins expressed gratitude on behalf of retirees for the change. 

 
 Item 5.  Speaking Rights.  On motion duly approved and seconded, Senate granted 

speaking rights to Professor Desmond Manderson, Dr Leigh Yetter and Dr Jody 
Heymann for item IIB1, D08-43, the 408th Report of the Academic Policy Committee. 

 
5. Adoption of the Agenda 
 
On motion duly proposed and seconded, the agenda was approved.   

 
6. Chair’s Remarks 
 
The Principal opened her remarks by noting that we are in a time of deep economic uncertainty.  
She noted that across Canada and worldwide, universities were taking extraordinary measures 
due to poor endowment performance.  Queen’s University for example announced a 15% 
budget cut across all academic and administrative units over the next three years, including 
salary freezes and limited hiring with some positions going unfilled. 
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The focus of budget planning at McGill will be, in a multiyear framework, to work within our 
means to continue to support the academic priorities that emerged from the White Paper.  
Against this backdrop, the Provost has launched the Task Force on Dealing with Economic 
Uncertainty with the intention of avoiding the funding cuts witnessed in the 1990s.  The Task 
Force has held four Town Hall consultations to generate ideas and cost-saving measures, and 
the Principal extended her thanks to those engaging with the Task Force. 
 
The Principal noted that negotiations are ongoing with MUNACA, and that representatives have 
been invited to meet with the administration to talk about the University’s financial situation and 
answer any questions relating to it.  She also reported that negotiations are progressing with 
employees in trades affiliated to the SEU. 
 
Regarding the federal government’s $2 billion infrastructure investment contained in the January 
budget, the Principal noted that the program provides for 50% federal funding of projects, with a 
match required for the other 50%.  She noted that Quebec will match the remaining 50%, and 
that there had been an acknowledgement of McGill’s particular situation regarding deferred 
maintenance. 
 
On the proposed governance legislation, the Principal explained that she has sent a letter as 
President of CREPUQ supporting the aims of good governance but objecting to the 
micromanagement of universities contained in the draft legislation.  She also noted that McGill’s 
opposition has been conveyed to the Quebec government with a letter from the Board of 
Governors to the Premier.  The Principal commended MAUT for its forum on governance held 
on Friday, noting the high quality of debate and engagement with the themes.  Professor 
Zorychta added that an upcoming MAUT newsletter will be dedicated to the governance issue. 
 
The Principal announced that the University has purchased a former hotel at 475 Sherbrooke 
Street to provide additional residence space for McGill students, in response to growing demand 
from upper-year and graduate students.  The acquisition was financed with money from a 
former bond issue that was set aside for income-generating property purchases. 
 
The Principal commented on the appointment in January of Dr Philippe Couillard as Senior 
Fellow in Health Law.  She noted Dr Couillard’s unique experience in health care delivery, a 
debate at the heart of Canadian values, and observed that he has proven a popular and 
generous contributor to the intellectual life of the Faculties of Law and Medicine where he holds 
a joint appointment.  He recently addressed the inaugural student colloquium on health law and 
spoke of the need for competition – not privatization – in the health system.  The debate on 
financing of health care is predicated on the free exchange of ideas, and McGill does not shy 
away from differing points of view.  The Principal noted that partners of the firm where Dr 
Couillard holds a position are under investigation for conflict of interest, but Dr Couillard himself 
is not under such investigation. 
 
The Principal concluded her remarks by mentioning some of the many accomplishments of 
members of the McGill community.  She congratulated Dr Andrew Hendry, Associate Professor 
in the Department of Biology and the Redpath Museum, and Dr Karim Nader, Associate 
Professor and William Dawson Chair in the Department of Psychology, on being awarded the 
prestigious E.W.R. Steacie Memorial NSERC Fellowships.  The Principal congratulated the nine 
McGill researchers who were among the Canada Research Chair (CRC) appointments 
announced last week, who represent a combined $5.4 million in research funding.  Three of 
these are new CRCs: Andrew Reader in Positron Emission Tomography Imaging; Thomas 
Szkopek in Nanoscale Electronics; and Sven Wassmann in Vascular Biology.  The other six are 
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CRC reappointments: Erik Cook in Physiology of Visual Perception, François Fagotto in 
Vertebrate Embryonic Development, William Muller in Molecular Oncology, Garry Peterson in 
Social-Ecological Modelling, Karsten Steinhauer in Neurocognition of Language, and Lyle 
Whyte in Environmental Microbiology.   
 
Lastly, the Principal announced that Dr Grace Marquis, CRC in Social and Environmental 
Aspects of Nutrition and Professor in the School of Dietetics and Human Nutrition, will be part of 
a program to create international research partnerships between CRCs and researchers from 
developing countries.  Dr Marquis will be collaborating with Dr Anna Lartey, Professor at the 
University of Ghana and International Development Research Centre Research Chair in 
Nutrition for Health and Socio-Economic Development in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
Professor Robaire noted that following budget cuts to the grant councils and extra investment in 
the US, it will become difficult to hire academics from the US, and wondered what steps could 
be taken to put pressure on the government to remedy this.  The Principal agreed, and 
expressed the need to maintain to Ottawa that the competition from the US is real and 
important.  She urged the McGill community to provide her and Vice-Principal Thérien with 
examples of colleagues receiving offers from the US, and to keep the issue alive in the media.  
In response to Professor Butler’s mention of the recent SSHRC notices, the Principal replied 
that a useful tactic would be writing to the presidents of all three granting councils, writing to the 
Ministries of Health and Industry, and informing her of the particulars of those approached from 
universities in the US. 
 
SECTION II 
 
PART “A” – QUESTIONS AND MOTIONS BY MEMBERS 
 
With no questions having been received, the meeting moved to Part B of the agenda. 
 
PART “B” – MOTIONS AND REPORTS FROM ORGANS OF UNIVERSITY GOVERNMENT 
 
1. 408th Report of the Academic Policy Committee (D08-43) 
 
The Provost presented the Report of the Academic Policy Committee (D08-43).   
 
I.    For Approval  
 
 C. Creation of New Units / Name Changes / Reporting Changes 
 

1) Faculty of Arts 
 
  Institute for the Public Life of Arts and Ideas (IPLAI) 
 

In response to Professor Butler asking for clarification of the Institute’s budget 
and location, the Provost replied that seed money of $100,000 had been made 
available for each of the next three years from the Provost’s Office, and that 
rooms had been made available in Faculty of Arts space on the second floor in 
3610 McTavish. 
 
In response to Professor Bray asking for a summary of the core concept behind 
the Institute, Professor Manderson replied that the goal of the Institute is to 
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develop important new interdisciplinary fields of knowledge that demonstrate the 
importance of the humanities to the development of society and ideas. 
 
Item IC1, the Institute for the Public Life of Arts and Ideas, was approved. 
 
2) Faculty of Arts and Faculty of Medicine 

 
Institute for Health and Social Policy (IHSP) 
 
Item IC2, the Institute for Health and Social Policy, was approved. 

  
III.    Approved in the Name of Senate 

    
 Presented for information. 
 
IV.    For the Information of Senate 
   
 Presented for information. 

 
2.  Report of the Senate Nominating Committee (D08-44) 
 
The Provost presented the Report of the Senate Nominating Committee (D08-44).   
 
I For the approval of Senate 
 
 Item 1, Appointments to Senate Standing Committees, was approved (new 
 appointment underlined below). 
 
Committee on Student Discipline 
Membership (3-year renewable terms) 
 
Professor Richard Leask (Engineering) – 2009 (Chair) 
Professor Mark Brawley (Arts) – 2009 (Vice-Chair) 
 
The Dean of Students [Professor Jane Everett] 
The Associate Dean of Students [Professor Linda Jacobs Starkey]  
Professor Danielle Donnelly (Agricultural and Environmental Sciences) – 2009 
Ms. Cynthia Leive (Libraries) – 2009 
Professor Rhonda Amsel (Science) – 2009 
Professor Don Kramer (Science) – 2010 
Professor Antonia Arnaert (Nursing) – 2010 
Professor Christopher Buddle (Agricultural and Environmental Sciences) – 2011 
 
Professor Lara Khoury – Assessor – 2009 
Professor Richard Janda – Assessor – 2010  
 
Eight student members: 
Undergraduate: Ms. Alexandra Bishop 
Undergraduate: Mr. Zach Honoroff 
Undergraduate: Mr. Matthew McIntosh 
Undergraduate: Ms. Nadya Wilkinson 
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Graduate: Mr. Michael Ethen 
Graduate: Mr. Roland Nassim 
Macdonald Campus: Ms. Christine Jastrzebski 
Continuing Education: t.b.a.  
 
 Item 2, Appointments to Committees Arising from University Regulations, was approved. 
 
Statutory Selection Committees 
 
Action: Appointment of Senate representatives 
    
For a Professor in the Department of East Asian Studies 
 
 Professor Alenoush Saroyan (Department of Educational and Counselling Psychology) 
 Professor Patrick Glenn (Faculty of Law) [alternate] 
  
 Professor Nancy Adler (Desautels Faculty of Management)  
 Professor Annmarie Adams (School of Architecture) [alternate] 
 
For a Professor in the Department of Medicine 
 
 Professor B. Barry Levy (Department of Jewish Studies)   
 Professor Nancy Partner (Department of History) [alternate] 
  
 Professor Torrance Kirby (Faculty of Religious Studies) 
 Professor Andrew Hynes (Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences) [alternate] 
 
For a Professor in the Department of Medicine 
 
 Professor Mary Maguire (Department of Integrated Studies in Education) 
 Professor Anthony Paré (Department of Integrated Studies in Education  [alternate] 
  
 Professor Kevin Dean (Department of Performance, Schulich School of Music)  
 Professor Luc Mongeau (Department of Mechanical Engineering) [alternate] 
 
For a Professor in the Department of Medicine 
 
 Professor Suzanne Morton (Department of History) 
 Professor Claudia Mitchell (Department of Integrated Studies in Education) [alternate] 
 
 Professor Gordon Roberts (Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering) 
 Professor Brian Cherney (Department of Music Research, Schulich School of Music)  
 [alternate] 
 
For a Professor in the Department of Neurology and Neurosurgery 
 
 Professor Lionel Smith (Faculty of Law) 
 Professor Dennis Klinck (Faculty of Law) [alternate] 
 
 Professor Linda Davies (School of Social Work)   
 Professor Gregory Brown (Department of Biology) [alternate] 
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For a Professor in the Department of Oncology 
 
 Professor Alain Pinsonneault (Desautels Faculty of Management) 
 Professor Roy Lyster (Department of Integrated Studies in Education) [alternate] 
  
 Professor Christine Ross (Department of Art History and Communication Studies) 
 Professor Eliot Fried (Department of Mechanical Engineering) [alternate] 
 
For a Professor in the Department of Psychiatry 
 
 Professor William Caplin (Department of Music Research, Schulich School of Music) 
 Professor Steven Huebner (Department of Music Research, Schulich School of Music) 
 [alternate] 
 
 Professor Elisabeth Gidengil (Department of Political Science) 
 Professor Katherine Young (Faculty of Religious Studies) [alternate] 
 
For a Professor in the Department of Psychiatry 
 
 Professor Andrew Large (School of Information Studies) 
 Professor Peter McNally (School of Information Studies) [alternate] 
 
 Professor Marianne Stenbaek (Department of English) 
 Professor Catherine Walsh (Faculty of Law) [alternate] 
 
Panel for Committee on Research Misconduct  
(3-year renewable terms, except when first established, when the terms of the nine 
members shall be staggered) 
 
Action: Appointment of nine members 
 
One-year terms: Professor Elisabeth Gidengil (Arts) 
   Professor Paula Ribiero (Agricultural & Environmental Sciences) 
   Professor Christine Wolfson (Medicine) 
 
Two-year terms: Professor Graham Bell (Science)      
   Professor Richard Gold (Law) 
   Professor Barbara Hales (Medicine) 
 
Three-year terms: Professor Robert Bracewell (Education) 
   Professor David Burns (Science) 
   Professor Jonathan Webb (Engineering)  
 
II For the information of Senate 
 
 The addition of an Alumni Association member to the University Committee on 
 Scholarships and Student Aid was noted. 
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3.   Calendar of Dates for 2010/2011 (D08-45) 
 
Dean Everett presented the Calendar of Dates for 2010/2011 (D08-45) and invited questions or 
comment.  Ms. Dourley asked why there was a commitment to 39 contact hours per 3-credit 
course and wondered whether it would be possible to start the fall term later.  Dean Everett said 
that the University is open to discussion on 39 hours and invited the Deputy Provost to 
comment.   
 
Deputy Provost Mendelson noted that the Registrar is collecting data on this to benchmark 
McGill’s calendar based on the 39 hours against other Canadian universities and there will be 
discussion on the issue when this was done.  He observed that the fall term never starts before 
September 1, although it can start before Labour Day, and that a 12-day examination period 
was required to minimise exam conflicts for students.  The length of the summer break is 
constrained by an April 30 cut-off, so that students do not have to stay on (and finance) an extra 
month of residence. 
 
4.  Report from the Board of Governors to Senate (D08-46) 
 
Governor Roshi Chadha presented the Report from the Board of Governors to Senate (D08-46), 
for information. 
 
 
On a motion duly proposed and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 
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