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2017-2018/SCTP/01 

Minutes of a meeting of the APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) held Thursday, 

September 28, 2017 at 3:00 pm in Room M66 of the Strathcona Anatomy Building.  

 

PRESENT:   Jacquie Bede (Acting Chair), France Bouthillier, Michael Fronda, Richard Hovey, Fiona Lees,  

     Jed Lenetsky, Carolyn Samuel, Cindy Smith (Secretary to SCTP), Joe Sullivan,  

     Amy Szuchmacher Blum, Gideon Uchehara 

REGRETS:   Ollivier Dyens  

GUESTS:   Ms. Inna Popova-Roche, School of Continuing Studies 

     Professor David Wachsmuth, Faculty of Engineering 

     Professor Bernard Robaire, Faculty of Medicine 

     Professor Richard Chromik, Faculty of Engineering 

     Professor Warren Gross, Faculty of Engineering 

 

 

Legend: 

APC = Academic Policy Committee of Senate 

CESA = Senate Committee on Enrolment and Student Affairs 

CGPS = Council of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies  

ES = Enrolment Services  

GPS = Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies  

MEES = Ministère de l’Éducation et de l’Enseignement supérieur 

PGSS = Post-Graduate Students’ Society  

SSMU = Students’ Society of McGill University 

STL = APC Subcommittee on Teaching and Learning  

 

Introductions were made and SCTP welcomed its newest members:  Professor Joe Sullivan, Schulich School of 

Music; Mr. Gideon Uchehara, PGSS student representative, Mr. Jed Lenetsky, SSMU student representative; 

and Associate Dean France Bouthillier, GPS, who returned from a sabbatical leave. 

 

01.01 The Agenda was approved as circulated. 

 

01.02 The Minutes from the last meeting held May 4, 2017 were approved with the following correction: 

 - under Guests, Dr. Linda McHarg’s unit should have read Ingram School of Nursing. 

 

01.03 BUSINESS ARISING 

None. 

 

01.04 SCHOOL OF CONTINUING STUDIES – 17-SCTP-09-01 

Department of Career and Professional Development 

Professional Development Certificate in Data Analytics for Business (22 CEUs) 

Ms. Popova-Roche joined the meeting to briefly present and respond to questions regarding this new program 

proposal.  The new program has been created for business leaders and managers to acquire the essential data 

analytics skills needed to support and improve business decision making.  No centrally-funded resources are 

required to offer this program. 

SCTP requested: 

• revise the program description to be distinct from the Professional Development Certificate in Data Science  

 and Machine Learning program (see next program proposal); 

• consider renumbering the capstone project course with a higher number so that the course numbers more  

 closely reflect the sequence they are to be taken. 

SCTP queried: 

• should the common courses that are contained in both new programs [CBUS 256 and CBUS 259]  

 have slot status in the case of any student wishing to complete both Professional Development Certificates? 

New program approved with this change and responses; it will be reported to APC for approval. 
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01.04 SCHOOL OF CONTINUING STUDIES – 17-SCTP-09-01 

Department of Career and Professional Development [continued] 

Professional Development Certificate in Data Science and Machine Learning (26 CEUs) 

Ms. Popova-Roche explained that this new program has been designed to equip professionals with essential data 

science and machine learning knowledge and skills.  No centrally-funded resources are required to offer this 

program. 

SCTP requested: 

• revise the program description to be distinct from the Professional Development Certificate in Data 

 Analytics for Business program (see previous program proposal); 

• correct course descriptions for CBUS 225 and CBUS 257 within the supporting document, as they do not  

 match course proposal forms. 

SCTP queried: 

• should the common courses that are contained in both new programs [CBUS 256 and CBUS 259]  

 have slot status in the case of any student wishing to complete both Professional Development Certificates? 

• was the use of “participants” in the program description intentional? 

New program approved with this change and responses; it will be reported to APC for approval. 

 

01.05 GRADUATE AND POSTDOCTORAL STUDIES – 17-SCTP-09-02 

Faculty of Engineering/School of Urban Planning 

Ph.D. in Urban Planning, Policy and Design (0 cr.) 

Professor Wachsmuth joined the meeting to briefly present and respond to questions regarding this new degree 

program proposal.  This new degree program will replace the ad hoc Ph.D. program that has been offered by the 

School for the past couple of years.  No centrally-funded resources are required because the School has been 

offering the ad hoc program. 

SCTP requested: 

• revise the program description – move last sentence to follow the first sentence; 

• remove the text paragraphs concerning students entering Ph.D.1 and Ph.D.2; separate and simply the  

information for Ph.D.1 from Ph.D.2, perhaps by just indicating a note following course requirements that 

specify the requirements for Ph.D.1. 

NOTE:  The Ministry will need to approve the new degree program – it cannot be offered/advertised/listed in 

the eCalendar until final Ministry approval has been obtained.   

New degree program approved with these changes; it will be reported to APC for approval. 

 

Faculty of Medicine/Department of Pharmacology and Therapeutics 

M.Sc. in Pharmacology; Environmental Health Sciences (45 cr.) 

Professor Robaire joined the meeting to briefly present and respond to questions regarding this new 

option/concentration of an existing program proposal.  He explained how this new option/concentration bridges 

collaborative work on environmental health sciences done with other departments/faculties, who will also 

propose options/concentrations within their graduate programs in the near future.  In response to a query 

concerning the requirement of a 700-level course replacement, Professor Robaire indicated that an advance 

course should be taken by students and these are at the 700 level in this Department.  No centrally-funded 

resources are required to offer this program. 

 

Professor Robaire queried the request made by SCTP April 6, 2017 that his Department obtain a consultation 

from the new School of Public Policy for the following new option/concentration proposal:  Ph.D. in 

Pharmacology; Environmental Health Sciences (0 cr.) because the program description referred to policy.  

There is potential for delay in obtaining a consultation as the new School has yet to hire a Director.  Professor 

Robaire commented that "policy" is a broad term and it does not necessarily mean that it relates to "public" 

policy. The query was sent to the SCTP Chair, Deputy Provost Dyens, who suggested that the Department of 

Pharmacology and Therapeutics speak to the Director of the new graduate program proposed by the School of 

Public Policy, as soon as he or she is named, to ensure that there are no redundancies between the programs.  If  
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01.05 GRADUATE AND POSTDOCTORAL STUDIES – 17-SCTP-09-02 

Faculty of Medicine/Department of Pharmacology and Therapeutics 

M.Sc. in Pharmacology; Environmental Health Sciences (45 cr.) [continued] 

Professor Robaire’s Department is willing to do this, then a written consultation with the School of Public 

Policy is not needed. 

SCTP requested: 

• in existing program, correct course title for PHAR 601, and confirm which version [single or spanned terms]  

of the course should be listed in both existing and proposed programs [eCalendar lists single-term version for 

existing program]; 

• revise description to remove “today” from the second sentence; 

• revise third sentence in the description – it does not read correctly without appropriate verbs. 

New option/concentration of existing program approved with these changes; it will be reported to APC for 

approval. 

 

01.06 FACULTY OF ENGINEERING – 17-SCTP-09-03 

Department of Mining and Materials Engineering 

B.Eng.; Major in Materials Engineering (147-148 cr.) 

Professor Chromik joined the meeting to briefly present and respond to questions concerning this new Major.  

He explained that the program is identical to the B.Eng.; Co-op in Materials Engineering but the Major does not 

contain the work terms [co-op courses equivalent to 6 credits].  This program will allow students that are unable 

to complete the co-op courses to graduate with the Major program instead.  In response to a query concerning 

MIME 480, Professor Chromik indicated that the Calendar note referring to MIME 481 may be deleted.  The 

Secretary to APC, Ms. Julie Degans, will need to confirm whether this new Major will need to be reported to the 

Ministry.  No centrally-funded resources are required to offer this program. 

SCTP requested: 

• revise the program description to be more specific on what the focus of the program subject is as opposed to  

 program curriculum [regular courses, laboratories, seminars, colloquia etc.]; 

• as done in the Mining Major and Co-op programs, move ECSE 461 from the list of Required Materials  

 Engineering Courses group to the Required Non-Departmental Courses group.  

SCTP queried: 

• whether MIME 580 should be listed in the group of Technical Complementary courses as it is included in the  

 Co-op in Materials Engineering [added to program via PRN 11728 – approved November 10, 2016]. 

New program approved with this change and response; it will be reported to APC for approval. 

 

B.Eng.; Co-op in Materials Engineering (147-148 cr.)  

Program revisions consisted of:  title [from B.Eng.; Materials Engineering Co-op], description, repositioning of 

a course from one group of required courses to another. 

 

In response to a query concerning the lack of fees appended to the co-op courses as are applied to other 

programs’ co-op courses, Professor Chromik explained that students agreed to have the co-op fees spread out 

throughout the entire program instead of being appended to only the co-op courses. 

SCTP requested: 

• revise the program description to be more specific on what the focus of the program subject is as opposed to  

 program curriculum [regular courses, laboratories, seminars, colloquia etc.]; 

• as done in the Mining Major and Co-op programs, move ECSE 461 from the list of Required Materials  

 Engineering Courses group to the Required Non-Departmental Courses group; 

• indicate MIME 580 in the group of Technical Complementary courses for both existing and proposed  

 programs [added to this program via PRN 11728 – approved November 10, 2016]. 

Revised program approved with these changes; it will be reported to APC for information only. 
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01.06 FACULTY OF ENGINEERING – 17-SCTP-09-03 [continued] 

Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering 

B.Eng.; Co-op in Software Engineering (141-147 cr.) 

Program revisions consisted of:  degree and title - from Bachelor of Software Engineering (B.S.E.), program 

credit weight, description, program text revised, required courses added, required credits increased,  

complementary credits decreased, how complementary courses chosen revised, elective-course section added, 

elective credits increased, how elective credits chosen indicated. 

 

Professor Gross joined the meeting to briefly present and respond to questions concerning these program 

revisions.  He explained that the degree designate was being changed from B.S.E. to B.Eng. because the 

program in not being jointly offered with the School of Computer Science.  In order for students to gain 

practical experience, the program is being revised to a Co-op program.  In response to a query concerning the 

number of co-op credits in this program [8 required] in comparison to other Co-op programs offered by the 

Faculty [6 required], Professor Gross indicated that there is no Faculty standard number of credits for these 

courses.  He commented that there will be plenty of co-op work internships available for students, so a Major 

program is not being proposed at this time. 

SCTP requested: 

• revise the program description to indicate the work terms and the associated fees students will pay for co-op  

 courses [see B.Eng.; Co-op in Mining Engineering as an example]; 

• revise the rationale following the existing program’s title to indicate that the old program is to be retired via  

 this proposal. 

NOTE:  The Ministry will need to be informed about the new degree designate for this program – it cannot be 

offered/advertised/listed in the eCalendar until final Ministry approval has been obtained.   

Revised program approved with these changes; it will be reported to APC for approval. 

 

Bachelor of Software Engineering (B.S.E.) (137-144 credits) 

This program is being retired due to the program title revision. 

 

01.07 OTHER BUSINESS 

The following documents were received by SCTP – there were no queries. 

a) 2016-2017 ES Report 12 to SCTP May 4, 2017 

b) 2016-2017 ES Special Summer Report to SCTP August 1, 2017 
 

The meeting ended at 4:05 pm. 


