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2015-2016/SCTP/08 

 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) held Thursday, 

March 10, 2016 at 3:00 pm in Room 302 of the James Administration Building.  

 

PRESENT:   Jacquie Bede, France Bouthillier, Emily Buck, Parvesh Chainani, James Clark,  

     Ollivier Dyens (Chair), Liette Lapointe, Cindy Smith (Secretary to SCTP)  

 

REGRETS:   Louis Hermo, Fiona Lees, Carmen Sicilia,  

 

 

08.01 The Revised Agenda was approved as circulated. 

 

08.02 The Notes from the last electronic review held February 25, 2016 were approved as circulated.  

 

08.03 BUSINESS ARISING 

(a)  School of Continuing Studies – 15-SCTP-10-02 

The Chair reported that the title for the Certificate in Computer Information Systems for Indigenous 

Peoples (30 cr.) and the Certificate in Business Management for Indigenous Peoples (30 cr.), approved by 

SCTP October 10, 2015, were revised by APC at their meeting of November 19, 2015.  These two new 

programs were reported to and approved by Senate January 13, 2016 as:  Certificate in Computers and 

Information Technology (30 cr.) and Certificate in Indigenous Business Management (30 cr.), respectively. 

 

(b)  Faculty of Arts – 15-SCTP-11-08REVISED 

Department of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures 

Proposals reviewed by SCTP at the November 12, 2015 meeting consisted of a new program and major program 

revisions to existing programs; the original submissions were significantly revised by the Department.  The 

following new program and revision proposals were withdrawn by the Department:  B.A.; Joint Honours – 

German Cultural Studies Component (36 cr.) and B.A.; Major Concentration in German and Cultural 

Studies (36 cr.).  Some of the program retirements will no longer be needed, as the program title revisions have 

been withdrawn – the Department has elected to add streams to some of their existing programs. 

 

B.A.; Joint Honours – German Studies Component (36 cr.) 

Program revisions consisted of:  description, program requirements text revised, required courses deleted, 

required credits decreased, complementary courses added, how complementary courses chosen revised, streams 

added to complementary courses, complementary credits increased. 

SCTP queried: 

• whether the revised description was accurate, as the fourth line indicates “… and normally courses …  

 Component will be taught in German …”; 

• whether the title of the second Stream would be more accurate entitled as “Literature and Culture” –    

 “Translation” does not seem appropriate; 

• how students in the Language stream can take 6 credits in pre-20th century literature and culture and 3 credits  

 at the 400 level.  

For expedited approval by the SCTP Chair. 

 

B.A.; Honours in German Studies (60 cr.) 

Program revisions consisted of:  description, program note added, required courses deleted, required credits 

decreased, complementary courses deleted, complementary courses added, how complementary courses chosen 

revised, complementary credits increased. 

Revised program approved; it will be reported to APC for information only. 
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08.03 BUSINESS ARISING 

(b)  Faculty of Arts – 15-SCTP-11-08REVISED 

Department of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures [continued] 

B.A.; Major Concentration in German Studies (36 cr.) 

Program revisions consisted of:  title [no longer a concentration], description, program note revised, required 

courses and section deleted, required credits decreased, complementary courses deleted, complementary courses 

added, how complementary courses chosen revised, streams added to complementary courses, complementary 

credits increased.  Note:  The existing program B.A.; Major Concentration in German Studies; Language 

and Literature will be retired. 

SCTP queried: 

• whether the title of the second Stream would be more accurate entitled as “Literature and Culture” –   

 “Translation” does not seem appropriate; 

• how students in the Language stream can take 6 credits in pre-20th century literature and culture and 3 credits  

 at the 400 level.  

For expedited approval by the SCTP Chair. 

 

B.A.; Minor Concentration in German Studies (18 cr.) 

Program revisions consisted of:  title, description, complementary courses deleted, complementary courses 

added, how complementary courses chosen revised.  Note:  The existing program B.A.; Minor Concentration 

in German Literature and Culture in Translation will be retired. 

Revised program approved; it will be reported to APC for information only. 

 

B.A.; Minor Concentration in German Language (18 cr.) [as approved November 12, 2015] 

Program revisions consisted of:  description, program requirements text revised, complementary courses 

deleted, complementary courses added, how complementary courses chosen revised.   

Revised program approved; it will be reported to APC for information only. 

 

08.04 GRADUATE AND POSTDOCTORAL STUDIES – 15-SCTP-03-17 

Faculty of Arts/School of Social Work 

M.S.W.; Gender and Women’s Studies (45 cr.) 

New Concentration/Option of the existing thesis program will provide an interdisciplinary context for students 

interested in this area.  Currently, many Concentrations/Options in “Gender and Women’s Studies” exist for 

multiple graduate programs in various departments within the University. 

New Concentration/Option of existing program approved; it will be reported to APC for approval. 

 

Department of Anthropology 

Ph.D. in Anthropology (0 cr.) 

Program revisions consisted of:  program note deleted, required courses deleted, required course added, required 

credits decreased, complementary courses and section added, complementary credits increased, elective-course 

section added, elective credits increased. 

SCTP queried: 

• whether Category A lists the correct course numbers – ANTH 790 was omitted but ANTH 791 and  

 ANTH 792 were included; confirmation needed that this was intentional. 

Revised program approved with this confirmation; it will be reported to APC for approval. 

 

08.05 DRAFT 2016-2017 SCTP MEETING SCHEDULE – 15-SCTP-03-18 

The SCTP meeting schedule for the next academic year was received. 

 

08.06 DRAFT PROCESS FOR PROGRAM RETIREMENT AND REINSTATEMENT – 15-SCTP-03-19 

The University wishes to reduce the number of obsolete programs offered, by requesting that faculties/schools 

retire any programs that are no longer viable and effective.  To implement the retirement exercise, a process 

must be in place to easily reinstate retired programs, as is currently done with course retirements. 
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08.06 DRAFT PROCESS FOR PROGRAM RETIREMENT AND REINSTATEMENT – 15-SCTP-03-19 

[continued] 

The Chair reviewed the draft document, which was developed by the Secretary to SCTP, and discussed content 

with SCTP members.  It was agreed that SCTP would receive all program reinstatement requests for review and 

approval.  If graduate level, the Secretary to SCTP would send the request to GPS for their consideration prior to 

SCTP review; following review, GPS would report their approval to SCTP.  The approval of SCTP would be 

final for program reinstatement. 

 

Following further discussion, SCTP members agreed to the following changes to the draft process. 

SCTP’s suggested changes: 

• include a statement that clarifies the misconception that current students within a retired program will not be  

 able to finish their program; 

• delete the criteria for reinstatement, as this should be the decision of the Deans;  

• the list of programs to be considered for retirement should be sent to both Deans and Chairs/Directors; 

• indicate that the Chairs/Directors of academic units must support the reinstatement request; 

• add a statement to the reinstatement process that consultations should be obtained if other units’ courses are  

 included in the program – this would verify that course content remains appropriate for the program; 

• request that Deans do a yearly review of low-enrolment or obsolete programs that exist within their  

 Faculty/School; 

• indicate that a retired program may not be reinstated after 5 years of being retired – a new program proposal  

would be required, which would follow the usual approval process [departmental, faculty/school, CGPS (if 

applicable), SCTP, APC, Senate (if applicable)]. 

 

It was queried whether the University reported program retirements to the Ministry.  Secretary’s note:  The 

Secretary queried the APC Secretary, Victor Arshad, who is the University’s liaison with the Ministry for new 

degree programs.  Victor indicated that he would forward this query to his contact at the Ministry, and verify if a 

new program proposal for a retired program, which had not been offered by the University for more than 5 

years, would need to be approved by the Ministry. 

Draft process approved with these changes; it will be reported to APC for consideration. 

 

08.07 OTHER BUSINESS 

a)  2015-2016 ES Report 4 to SCTP December 3, 2015 

b) 2015-2016 ES Report 5 to SCTP January 7, 2016 

c) 2015-2016 ES Report 6 to SCTP February 11, 2016 

There was a query concerning a report submitted to ES by GPS for the March 10 SCTP meeting date.  The 

Secretary responded that those reports had not yet been approved by ES. 

 

The meeting ended at 4:25 pm. 


