
 1998-99/SCTP/02 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the APPC Sub-committee on Courses and Teaching Programs held Thursday, September 17, 1998  at 3:00 p.m. 
in the James Annex Conference Room  
 
PRESENT: R. Capek, M. Crago, N. de Takacsy (Chair), C. Madramootoo, D. Painter, S. Rytina, J. Schaap, K. Woodman, C. 

Lefort  (Secretary) 
 
GUEST: E. Lusthaus (Education), H. Richard (UPO), T. Gallagher (Medicine) 

 
02.01 The Agenda was approved. 

 
02.02 The Minutes of the Meeting of August 20, 1998 were approved. 
 
02.03 Business Arising 
 

(a) Faculty of Education 
Department of Educational and Counselling Psychology - 98-SCTP-08-01 
Bachelor of Education in Inclusive Education 
Prof. de Takacsy suggested that SCTP look at the academic side of the new program today and review its financial 
aspects at another meeting. Real Del Degan of the University Planning Office will be invited to that meeting. 

 
Prof. Lusthaus said that special education programs developed in the 1960s in response to the identification of many 
students with special needs. The belief at the time was that special students required special teachers. McGill’s 
Faculty of Education chose not to offer a B.Ed. in Special Education then, but rather to train teachers first as regular 
teachers (for either the elementary or secondary level) and offer a Certificate or Master’s degree for those interested 
in further training in Special Education. During the past  10 - 15 years however, special education students have been 
increasingly been re-integrated into the regular stream. The majority are now mainstreamed.  

 
The MEQ has announced that the education of teachers of students with special needs and the path to their 
accreditation shall be via a four-year B.Ed.. The Faculty of Education consulted with the MEQ and the community 
and came up with this 126 credit Bachelor of Education in Inclusive Education.  

 
Some discussion followed. One member commented that while this program included a good number of courses in 
the subject area, there were not as many subject area courses as in the regular teacher’s training program, while the 
number of credits in Educational Psychology was relatively high. Prof. Lusthaus explained that while the MEQ had 
not asked that Inclusive Education teachers be trained to teach ‘high ability’ learners, the community had requested 
this and hence courses in this area were included in this B.Ed. The Faculty of Education had originally proposed a 
program with 129 or 132 credits, which the MEQ felt was too high. The Faculty then reduced the number to 126. 

 
The academic component of the Bachelor of Education in Inclusive Education (126 credits) was approved on a 
motion by Prof. de Takacsy, seconded by Prof. Woodman, with the financial aspects to be reviewed at a later 
meeting. 

 
 

(b) Faculty of Medicine 
Midwifery Program 
Prof. de Takacsy prefaced the discussion of the Midwifery Program by re-iterating that the approval could not be 
based on the same criteria that are normally applied  because McGill has neither a Department, nor Professors, nor 
existing courses in Midwifery. The target date for implementation of the new program is September 1999. McGill 
may be still be called upon to modify its proposal or to provide additional information to the Commission 
d’evaluation des projects de programmes. Hence, this is not likely to be the final version of the proposal. It is the 
proposal McGill submitted to CREPUQ on June 1, 1998. Prof. de Takacsy said he was bringing the proposal to SCTP 
for review and would ask SCTP to determine whether the program, as presented here, made sense, even though it will 
likely undergo further development in response to internal and external input. Prof. de Takacsy then invited Prof. 
Gallagher to comment.  

 
Prof. Gallagher said that the core principle underlining the elaboration of the program was that it should provide 
academically rigourous preparation for autonomous practice. The proposal puts a heavy emphasis on understanding 
all aspects of normal pregnancy, delivery etc. in the belief that this leads to better understanding of the complications 
which can occur and that it allows practitioners to develop the judgment required to know when referrals should be 
made. The proposal calls for, among other things, a large basic science component, clinical training and practicum.  
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Prof. Crago asked whether the proposal would be able to deliver services to those with little or no university training, 
for example those living in outlying areas. Prof. Gallagher said that she could not answer that with any specificity at 
this time. Prof. Capek asked whether the program was intended to train midwives for a broader community than 
Quebec. In the discussion that followed it was established that there was a lack of conformity in the training and 
licencing of midwives across Canada. Prof. Crago had concerns about the difficulties that students without substantial 
science backgrounds and aptitude would encounter in a program of this kind which places heavy emphasis on the 
sciences. Prof. Gallagher said that as the intention was to train autonomous practitioners who could make independent 
decisions and interact as equals with other health care professionals, a solid science background was necessary.  

 
The program was approved, with a recommendation that when it is forwarded to APPC for approval, it be noted that 
the course numbers are random ones generated only for the purpose of this report.  

 
(c) Faculty of Arts 

Major Concentration in World Religions 
Prof. de Takacsy said that APPC had recently approved the Major Concentration in Scriptures and Interpretation, the 
Minor Concentration in World Religions and the Minor Concentration in Scriptural Languages. NRCP, at its meeting 
of June 11, 1998 had been unhappy with some aspects of the Major Concentration in World Religions and returned 
the proposal to the Faculty of Arts. NRCP’s chief concern was that students could focus on one tradition while the 
program name suggested otherwise.  

 
The Faculty amended the proposal. The first line of the program description was changed to read:  “This programme 
offers students an opportunity to choose a broad and general introduction to the study of the world’s major 
religions or the chance to specialize in one .....”, to more accurately describe the program. In addition, the proposers 
have indicated that they would revise the program requirements by requiring exposure to other religions over the 
coming year. They have contacted the Institute of Islamic Studies concerning courses which might address the 
program’s lack of Islamic content and the Institute is designing several new courses at the undergraduate level to meet 
this need. The frequency of course offerings is also noted, as requested by NRCP, in bold, next to the course name 
and number.  

 
Major Concentration in World Religions, with the changes and promises noted above, was approved. 

 
02.04 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned around 4:30. 
 

 
 

 
 


