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CREOR
McGILL CENTRE FOR RESEARCH ON RELIGION 
CENTRE DE RECHERCHE SUR LA RELIGION
Religion and the Brain
Scholars in fields such as neuro-science, cognitive science, evolution and psychology are joining their colleagues in religious studies to find out why religion has been so pervasive and influential throughout human history. Some propose the existence of a neural circuit that mediates religiosity. Others propose an intuitive theory of mind that fosters religious belief. Yet others propose neuro-theology. Popular titles emerging from these fields include The God Part of the Brain, The Spiritual Brain, and Religion Explained. These suggest that religion, among the oldest human phenomena, presents a final frontier for scientific explanation. To put it bluntly, research of this kind could reshape ancient conceptions of God. But the same research could generate conflict, too, between those who explain religion away through cognitive science and those who use cognitive science to understand the neural dimensions of religion. Many questions emerge from this new enterprise. Will research help us to understand what links religion, medicine and ethics? Will it help us to identify any universal features of religion? Is religious experience substantively different from other experiences? How does child development relate to the acquisition of religion? What can neurology teach us about ritual behaviour or even about God? How could neuro-theology transform religion? What is the relation between morality and the brain, and what do we mean by neuro-ethics? Can studying the mind help us to understand religious conflict? Is the scientific study of religion reductive, or does religion transcend its neural correlates?

Wherever one stands on the relation between science and religion, it is certain that the neuro-scientific study of religion will become increasingly important. Neuro-science is one of McGill’s priorities. It is fitting, therefore, that McGill’s Centre for Research on Religion will devote its lecture series in 2011 to religion and the brain. Seven one-hour lectures followed by a half-hour of open discussion will take place at the Faculty of Religious Studies, 3520 University Street in October and November 2011 at 5:30 pm on Wednesdays. Each will be followed by a reception in the Foyer of the Birks Building. Contact: Dr. Hillel Braude: hillel.braude@mail.mcgill.ca
5 October 
 
T. Jinpa Langri
 Meditation and Spiritual


Adjunct Professor
Transformation


McGill University
11 October
Lionel Tiger
 
(Tuesday)
Charles Darwin Professor of Anthropology 
Religion, Evolution and Cognition

Rutgers University

18 October
Harvey Whitehouse
 
(Tuesday)
Director, Oxford Center for Anthropology and Mind 
Neural Correlates of Religious

Oxford University 

Universals  

26 October
Cristine Legare


Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology 
Reasoning About Ritual

The University of Texas, Austin

2 November
Margaret Evans

Assistant Research Scientist
Children’s’ Acquisition of Religion

Center for Human Growth and Development


University of Michigan
9 November
Nuala Kenny

Emeritus Professor of Bioethics and Paediatrics 
Neuroscience, Religion and Morality

Dalhousie University

16 November
TBA
