Religion & the Public Sphere
A series of seven lectures at McGill University sponsored by the 
Centre for Research on Religion (CREOR)
One of the great differences between earlier civilizations and our own post-modern world is that the former emphasized a comprehensive truth without a comprehensive tolerance, whereas the latter honours an all-encompassing tolerance owing, at least in part, to its lack of conviction in an all-encompassing truth.  What, if any, is the role of religion in political life and institutions?  Should the citizens of a modern liberal democracy keep secular and religious considerations wholly and entirely separate?  Are religion and modern secularity in some way necessarily related?  Is it appropriate for religious concerns to find a voice and to be heard in the public sphere?  Some maintain that religious voices are not only appropriate in public discourse, but are indeed indispensable to the vitality of a pluralist constitution.  Others point to the legacy of the Enlightenment and insist that religion is an intrinsically private matter, and that therefore it cannot lay a rightful claim to be heard in the public sphere.  Our general question for this term’s series of public lectures is “What is the place of religion in the public sphere?” 
We propose to address the question from the perspective of various academic disciplines in a series of seven public lectures this autumn sponsored by the McGill Centre for Research on Religion.  Lectures of 50 minutes to one hour in length followed by a half-hour open discussion will be delivered at the Faculty of Religious Studies, 3520 University Street, on Wednesdays in October and November 2009, at 5:30 pm.  After the lectures a reception will be held in the Foyer of the Birks Building. 
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