
 
Other Activities  

 
Nigeria/McGill University Capacity Building Project (2007) 
 Dr. Danielle Donnelly, of McGill’s Plant Science Department, is directing a new 
project that assists with the placement of skilled young African scientists into McGill 
laboratories for a study interval of 6-months. The project was initiated by the Nigerian 
branch of the International Community Education Association (ICEA), in operational 
relations with UNESCO. This project is also supported by Olabisi Onabanjo University 
(Ago-Iwoye, Ogun State, Nigeria), from which five scientists are expected in the near 
future.  
 D. Donnelly received support from Canada’s International Development Research 
Centre IDRC to cover bench fees and local travel expenses for McGill’s first Nigerian 
visitor, Dr. Olusegun Abebayo Lawal. Dr. Lawal is an expert on African bees. He visited 
April-August, 2007 and worked with Dr. Jacqueline Bede, of McGill’s Plant Science 
Department, who specializes in insect-plant interactions.  
 McGill’s next visiting scientist from Nigeria will be Dr. Gabriel Adewunmi 
Dedeke, an expert on African earthworms. He is expected in the fall of 2007 to work with 
Dr. Joann Whalen, of the Natural Resource Sciences Department, a specialist on North 
American earthworm ecology. Other Nigerian scientists, for whom McGill placements 
will be arranged, include a plant tissue culture expert, a practicing midwife-nurse, and an 
expert in geophysics. 
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Urban Nature Information Service (2000-present) 
 Together with Dr. David  Bird (Natural Resource Sciences Dept.), Dr. D. 
Donnelly directs the Urban Nature Information Service (UNIS). The UNIS office is 
staffed by students, who dispense user-friendly advice on all aspects of urban gardening 
and pest wildlife to Montreal Island residents. The UNIS activities are supported by the 
Departments of Plant Science and Natural Resource Sciences, various municipalities and 
boroughs on the Island of Montreal, and private businesses. In past years, UNIS enjoyed 
generous funding from the Quebec Liberal Party (when Thomas Mulcair was 
Environment Minister). This year, funds were contributed by TD Friends of the 
Environment Foundation to support a new initiative – compilation of information on 
recycling for a website and information bulletin to be directed to Montreal residents. 

http://www.idrc.ca/en/ev-1-201-1-DO_TOPIC.html
http://www.mcgill.ca/plant/faculty/bede
http://ascc.mcgill.ca/bird/bird.htm
http://www.mcgill.ca/nrs/unis/
http://www.td.com/fef/
http://www.td.com/fef/


 
 
 


