
PHIL 446: Current Issues in Political Philosophy –  

The Political Thought of Raymond Geuss 
 

Term: Winter 2013  

Time and place: Tuesday and Thursday 14:25 to 15:55; Leacock 210 

Prerequisite: At least one class in Political Theory 

Credits: Three 

 

Instructor: Dr. Antoine Panaïoti 

Contact: 514-577-3647; antoine.panaioti@mcgill.ca 

Office hours: Thursdays 12:30 to 14:30; Leacock 918 

 

I)  Course Description 

 

This winter PHIL 446 will consist in an in-depth examination of the political thought of 

the Cambridge philosopher Raymond Geuss. We will carefully be reading four of Geuss’ 

latest books, published between 2001 and 2010, in which are outlined his critical thought 

on the State, Liberalism, Democracy, Human Rights, Public vs. Private Goods, Realism 

in Political Theory, and the role of imagination in politics. 

 

II)  Course Goals 

 

The purpose of this course is to allow students with a background in political philosophy 

to expand and make use of their knowledge through the exploration and critical 

examination of cutting-edge developments in contemporary political theory. The course 

is also designed to help students develop critical thinking, superior exegetical skills, as 

well as a greater ability to present analytically rigorous philosophical reconstructions of 

the important ideas, arguments, and theories. Such skills are highly transferable. 

Ultimately, students are expected to succeed in composing a long, carefully structured, 

and well-argued critical essay. 

 

III)  Instructional Method 

 

All in all, the course will broadly follow the traditional lecture format. Students are thus 

expected to prepare for bi-weekly lectures by reading the assigned texts ahead of class. 

Students are also expected to participate in the class discussions complementing and 

building upon the lectures. Every lecture, in this connection, will end at least ten minutes 

prior to the end of the allotted time (i.e. at 15:45 or earlier), allowing for questions, 

clarifications, observations, and/or objections. During this period, students are 

encouraged to engage critically not only with the instructor and lecture/reading material, 

but also with one another. In a similar vein, lectures will end half-way through the 

allotted time every three weeks or so to allow for more sustained and lively discussions 

and debates. On such occasions, a given number of students will randomly be selected to 

present the concise discussion question/comment (max. 200 words) which all students are 

required to have prepared ahead of class (these discussion questions/comments will be 
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collected by the instructor at the end of the discussion period and form part of student’s 

evaluation – see Section IV, below).  

 

IV)  Evaluation 

 

 Evaluation for PHIL 446 breaks down as follows: 

 

A) Attendance (5%) – up to two lectures can be “skipped” at no cost; a third “skip” 

will incur a cost of three percentage points; a fourth the forfeiture of your entire 

attendance grade (note that failure to attend class will also affect your 

participation grade). 

 

B) Participation (20%) – 8% of this will be based on your actual participation in 

class discussions (with due consideration given to observable temperamental 

differences), the remaining 12% on the discussion questions/comments you will 

be required to hand in (your three highest-graded questions/comments alone 

will count toward your final participation grade). 

 

C) Midterm in-class examination (25%) – this will take place on Tuesday, March 

13; further details will be provided fourteen days prior to examination. 

 

D) Final Dissertation (50%) – on Tuesday, April 24, you will have to hand in a 

typed, 12–15 double-spaced pages dissertation; you will lose 5% (on the grade 

of the dissertation) for every day it is late; several essay questions will be 

provided, with more specific instructions, three weeks prior to the deadline, on 

Tuesday, April 3.  

 

V)  Course Material 

 

Students are strongly encouraged to purchase the four following titles from the Word 

Bookstore (469 Milton Street): 

 

Geuss, Raymond. History and Illusion in Politics. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 2001.  

 

Geuss, Raymond. Public Goods, Private Goods. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

2001. 

 

Geuss Raymond. Philosophy and Real Politics. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

2008. 

 

Geuss Raymond. Politics and the Imagination. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

2010. 

 

Additional texts will be made available to students online by the instructor. 

 



 

VI)  Tentative Course Outline 

 

Introduction  

 

Week 1:  Tuesday, January 8 & Thursday, January 10 

 

Part I: History and Illusion in Politics 

 

Weeks 2–4:  Tuesday, January 15 to Thursday, January 31 (class discussion) 

 First discussion question/comment due on Thursday, January 31 

 

Part II: Public Goods, Private Goods 

 

Weeks 5–6:  Tuesday, February 5 to Thursday, February 14 (class discussion) 

 Second discussion question/comment due on Thursday, February 14 

 

Part III: Philosophy and Real Politics 

 

Weeks 7–8:  Tuesday, February 19 to Thursday, February 28 (class discussion) 

 Third discussion question/comment due on Thursday, February 28 

 

Mid-term Examination: Tuesday, March 13 

 

Part IV: Politics and the Imagination 

 

Weeks 10–15: Thursday, March 15 to Tuesday, April 16 

  Fourth discussion question/comment due on Thursday, March 28 

  Fifth discussion question/comment due on Tuesday, April 16 

   

Deadline for Final Essay:  Tuesday, April 30, 16:00  

 

 

VII)  McGill Policy Statements 

 

1.  McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must 

understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic 

offences under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures” (see 

www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information). 

  

2. In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this 

course have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be 

graded. 

  


