
PHIL 366 – 18th and Early 19th Century German Philosophy 
 
Term: Fall 2012  
Time and place: Tuesday and Thursday 14:25 to 15:55 at Leacock 110 
Prerequisite: PHIL 360 or 361 recommended  
Credits: Three 
 
Instructor: Dr. Antoine Panaïoti 
Contact: 514-398-4400 ext. 094131; antoine.panaioti@mcgill.ca 
Office hours: Thursdays 12:20 to 14:20 at Leacock 918 
 
I)  Course Description 
 
PHIL 366 is a course in the History of German Philosophy covering the period between 
the initial publication of Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason (1781) and that of volume one 
of Schopenhauer’s World as Will and Representation (1818). The other principal figures 
we will encounter on our journey are Schulze, Jacobi, Fichte, Schelling, and Hegel. 
Thematically speaking, the overall focus of this course is on the key concept of the 
“subject” in Kant’s and his philosophical heirs’ interlocking discussions of metaphysics, 
theory of knowledge, and ethics. 
 
II)  Course Goals 
 
The primary goal of this course is to allow students to gain a deeper understanding of the 
central philosophical issues that arose during a key period in the history of modern 
philosophy. The course is also designed to help students develop critical thinking, 
superior exegetical skills, as well as a greater ability to present historically sensitive yet 
analytically rigorous philosophical reconstructions of the major ideas and arguments put 
forth by specific authors. Such skills are highly transferable. Ultimately, students are 
expected to succeed in composing a long, carefully structured, and well-argued critical 
essay discussing (and not merely reporting) in a systematic fashion the ideas of two or 
more of the figures covered over the course of the term. 
 
III)  Instructional Method 
 
For the most part, the course will broadly follow the traditional lecture format. Students 
are thus expected to prepare for bi-weekly lectures by reading the assigned texts ahead of 
class. Students are also expected to participate in the class discussions complementing 
and building upon the lectures. Every lecture, in this connection, will end at least fifteen 
minutes prior to the end of the allotted time (i.e. at 15:40 or earlier), allowing for 
questions, clarifications, observations, and/or objections. During this period, students are 
encouraged to engage critically not only with the instructor and lecture/reading material, 
but also with one another. In a similar vein, lectures will end half-way through our 
allotted time on a roughly bi-monthly basis to allow for more sustained discussions and 
debates. On such occasions, a given number of students will be randomly selected to 
present the concise discussion question/comment (max. 150 words) which all students are 
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required to have prepared ahead of class (these discussion questions/comments will be 
collected by the instructor at the end of the discussion period and form part of student’s 
evaluation, see section IV).  
 
IV)  Assignments and Evaluation 
 
 Evaluation will proceed as follows: 
 

A) Attendance (5%) – up to two lectures can be “skipped” at no cost; a third “skip” 
will incur a cost of three percentage points; a fourth the forfeiture of your entire 
attendance grade (note that failure to attend class will also affect your 
participation grade). 

B) Participation (20%) – 8% of this will be based on your actual participation in 
class discussions/debates (with due consideration given to observable 
temperamental differences); the remaining 12% on the discussion 
questions/comments you will be handing in (roughly) twice per month (your 
three highest-graded questions/comments alone will count toward your final 
participation grade). 

C) Midterm in-class examination (25%) – this will take place on Tuesday, October 
23; you will have 80 minutes to produce two short (4-6 hand-written pages) 
essays, each worth 12,5%; further details will be provided seven days prior to 
examination. 

D) Final Essay (50%) – on Thursday, December 13, you will have to hand in a 
typed, 12–15 double-spaced pages essay; you will lose 5% (on the grade of the 
essay) for every day it is late; four essay questions will be provided, with more 
specific instructions, four weeks prior to the deadline, on Thursday, November 
15.  

 
V)  Course Material 
 
Students are strongly encouraged to purchase the following titles in paperback (i.e. 
relatively cheap) format from the Paragraph Bookstore (2220 McGill College Avenue): 
 
Kant, I. Critique of Pure Reason [CPR]. Guyer & Wood (trans.). Cambridge University 
Press, 1998. 
 
Kant, I. Critique of Practical Reason [CPrR]. White Beck (trans.). Prentice Hall, 1993. 
 
Fichte, J. G. J. G. Fichte: Introductions to the Wissenschaftslehre and Other Writings 
[IW]. Brezeale (trans.). Hackett, 2000. 
 
Di Giovanni, G. and H. S. Harris (ed. and trans.). Between Kant and Hegel: Texts in the 
Development of Post-Kantian Idealism [BKH]. Hackett, 2000. 
 
Schopenhauer, A. The World as Will and Representation, volume I [WWR]. Payne 
(trans.). Falcon's Wing, 1969. 



 
Additional required readings are to be photocopied from the PHIL 366 folder at the 
McLennan Library loans desk. Excerpts are from:  
 
Jacobi, F. H. The Main Philosophical Writings and Novel ‘Allwill’ [MPW]. Di Giovanni 
(trans.). McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1994. 
 
Schelling, F. W. J. System of Transcendental Idealism [STI]. Heath (trans.). University 
Press of Virginia, 1978. 
 
Hegel, G. F. W. The Difference between Fichte’s and Schelling’s System of Philosophy 
[DFSSP]. (Harris and Cerf, trans.). State University of New York Press, 1977. 
 
Hegel, G. F. W. Phenomenology of Spirit [PS]. Miller (trans.). Oxford University 
Press, 1977. 
 
VI)  Week by Week Course Outline – Required Readings and 
 Assignment/Examination Dates 
 
Week 1:  Thursday, September 6:  No reading (Introduction to the course) 
 
Week 2:  Tuesday, September 11:  The Prefaces to the CPR (A vii–xii/B vii-xliv) 
  Thursday, September 13: The “Introduction” to CPR (A1/B5–A16/B30) 
 
Week 3:  Tuesday, September 18:  The “Transcendental Aesthetic” ( CPR,   
     A19/B33–A49/B73) 
  Thursday, September 20: “The Principles of Any Transcendental   
     Deduction” (CPR, A84/B116–A95/B129) &  
     “The Transcendental Deduction of the Pure  
     Concepts of the Understanding [1787 version]”  
     (CPR, B129–B169) 
 
Week 4:  Tuesday, September 25: “The Refutation of Idealism” (CPR, B274– 
     B279) & “The Ground of the Distinction of All  
     Objects in General into Phenomena and   
     Noumena” (CPR, A235/B294–B315–A260);  
     Class discussion – first discussion   
     comment/question to be handed in 
  Thursday, September 27:  Kant’s Critique of Practical Reason (CPrR), pp. 
     3–59 
 
Week 5: Tuesday, October 2: CPrP, 111–153 & 166–168 
  Thursday, October 4: Jacobi’s “David Hume on Faith, or Idealism  
     and Realism, A Dialogue” in MPW, pp. 253– 
     338; Class discussion – second discussion  
     comment/question to be handed in 



 
Week 6: Tuesday, October 9: Excerpts from Schulze’s “Aenesidemus” in  
     BKH, pp. 112–135 & from Fichte’s review of  
     this work, also in BKH, pp.144–157. 
 
  Thursday, October 11: “[First] Introduction” to Fichte’s    
     Wissenschaftslehre in IW,    
     pp. 7–35, & excerpts §§1–4 of the “Second I 
     Introduction” in IW. 
 
Week 5: Tuesday, October 16: §§5–6 of Fichte’s “Second Introduction” in IW 
      & “Chapter I” in IW, pp. 106–118 
  Thursday, October 18:  “Jacobi to Fichte” in MPW, pp. 497–536; Class 
     discussion – third discussion    
     comment/question to be handed in 
 
Week 7: Tuesday, October 23:  In-class examination (25% of final grade) 
  Thursday, October 25:  Excerpt from Schelling’s STI, pp. 1–33  
 
Week 8: Tuesday, October 30: Hegel’s “On the Relationship of Skepticism to  
     Philosophy” in BKH, pp. 311–362.   
  Thursday, November 1: Schelling’s “On the Relationship of the   
     Philosophy of Nature to Philosophy in General” 
     in BKH, pp. 363–382. 
 
Week 9: Tuesday, November 6:  Excerpt from Hegel’s DFSSP, pp. 155–174 
  Thursday, November 8:  Excerpts from Hegel’s PS, pp. 46–57 & 104– 
     138 TBA; Class discussion – fourth discussion 
     comment/question to be handed in 
 
Week 10: Tuesday, November 13: Preface to the first edition of Schopenhauer’s  
     WWV & excerpts from the “Appendix” to this  
     work, pp. TBA 
  Thursday, November 15:  §§1–7 & 16 of WWV (from the First Book) 
 
Week 11: Tuesday, November 20: §§17–25 of WWV (from the Second Book)  
  Thursday, November 22: §§26–29 of WWV (from the Second Book);  
     Class discussion – fifth discussion   
     comment/question to be handed in 
 
Week 12: Tuesday, November 27: §§53–56 of WWV (from the Fourth Book) 
  Thursday, November 29: §§58–59 & 62–67 of WWV (from the Fourth  
     Book) 
 



Week 13: Tuesday, December 4: §§68–71 of WWV (from the Fourth Book);  
     Class discussion – fifth discussion  
     comment/question to be handed in 
   
The deadline for submitting the Final Essay is Thursday, December 13. Essays 
should be deposited in the PHIL 366 file-box in the departmental office (Leacock 
908) during its regular opening hours. 
 
VII)  McGill Policy Statements 
 
1.  McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must 
understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic 
offences under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures” (see 
www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information). 
 L'université McGill attache une haute importance à l’honnêteté académique. Il 
incombe par conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que l'on entend par 
tricherie, plagiat et autres infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences que 
peuvent avoir de telles actions, selon le Code de conduite de l'étudiant et des procédures 
disciplinaires (pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site 
www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/). 
 
2. In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this 
course have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be 
graded. 
 Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque 
étudiant a le droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être 
noté (sauf dans le cas des cours dont l’un des objets est la maîtrise d’une langue). 
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