
PHIL 349:  Environmental Philosophy
Winter 2013

Time and place
10:00-11:30 AM Tuesday and Thursday, Arts W-20

Instructor
Greg Mikkelson
Leacock 913, 514-398-4583
Office hours:  12-1:30 Tuesday

Course description
Ecological problems ramify daily, posing daunting questions about what to do and why.  Adequate
answers to such questions demand not only thorough scientific knowledge, but also deep wisdom about
humanity's place in nature.  This course will help students cultivate such wisdom, through an
introduction to environmental ethics, as well as related topics in environmental science, political
ecology, and eco-poetics.

Required readings
Available through MyCourses



Course requirements
Class participation:  15% of grade
Requires reading all assigned texts before class.  Includes class attendance, questions and comments in
class, and written evaluation of fellow students' debates.

Essay:  25%
1,000-1,500 words of text (not including title page, bibliography, tables, figures, etc.), double-spaced.
The essay presents the argument you plan to make in a debate with a fellow student (see below).
On the Tuesday nine days before that debate, bring the paper to my office hours.  (If you cannot make
my office hours, we can arrange to meet on the preceding Monday.)  I will read the essay then, and
provide written and oral feedback on it.  Revise the essay in light of this feedback and re-submit it in
class one week later, i.e., on the Tuesday two days before the debate.

Debate:  25%
Most Thursdays will feature a debate or debates between students, for and against the position taken in
one of the readings for the week.  Each participant presents her case to the class, and rebuts the case
made by her opponent.  The time available will depend on how many students take the course.  The
grade for this assignment is for the debate as a whole – in other words, both participants get the same
grade, no matter who won.

Oral examination:  35%
I hand out a long list of possible questions on the last day of class.  Each student prepares detailed
answers to every question on that list, and makes an appointment to meet with me during finals period. 
At the time of said appointment, I tell a given student which two questions I will ask, and give the
student 30 minutes to refine her answers to those questions.  The student then has 30 minutes to answer
the two questions, as well as follow-up questions.

Schedule

Introduction
Tuesday January 8  th  :  Themes and logistics  

Thursday January 10  th  :  A look ahead  
Plumwood, "Being Prey"
Nash, "Island Civilisation"
Brennan, "Contemporary Philosophy"

Part 1:  Environmental science
Tuesday January 15  th  :  One goes up while the others go down  
WWF, Living Planet Report 2012, pp. 14-67

Thursday January 17  th  :  I=PAT  
Farley, "Limits to Growth"
Mikkelson, "Growth Is the Problem; Equality Is the Solution"

Tuesday January 22  nd  :  Breaking down the formula  
Herles, "Population"
Power, "Consumption"



Briggle, "Technology"
Leonard, "The Story of Stuff" (in-class film)

Thursday January 24  th  :  Moral ecology  
Peacock, "The Three Faces of Ecological Fitness"
de Waal, "Good-Natured"
Daly and Farley, "Human Behavior and Economics"
Heerwagen, "Biophilia"

Part 2:  Environmental ethics
Tuesday January 29  th  :  Classic ecocentrism  
Leopold, "The Land Ethic"
Naess, "The Shallow and the Long-Range, Deep Ecology Movement"
Miller, "Value as Richness"

Thursday January 31  st  :  Recent commentary  
Freyfogle, "Land Ethic"
Keller, "Deep Ecology"
Mikkelson, "Weighing Species"

Tuesday February 5  th  :  The anthropocentric challenge  
Norton, "Environmental Ethics and Weak Anthropocentrism"
Minteer, "Anthropocentrism" and "Convergence Hypothesis"

Thursday February 7  th  :  The zoocentric challenge  
Aaltola and Waldau, "Animal Ethics"
Singer, "Animals"
Varner, "Sentientism"

Tuesday February 12  th  :  The biocentric challenge  
Taylor, "The Ethics of Respect for Nature"
Attfield, "Biocentrism"

Thursday February 14  th  :  The subjectivistic challenge  
Callicott, "The Conceptual Foundations of the Land Ethic"

Tuesday February 19  th  :  Contemporary richness theory  
Bradley, "The Value of Endangered Species"

Thursday February 21  st  :  Inference to the best justification  
Kelly, "The Apparent Plurality of Value"

Tuesday February 26  th  :  Moral realism  
Oddie, "Reality and Value" and "Value, Judgment, and Desire"

Thursday February 28  th  :  A   reductio ad exstinctum   of individualism?  
Mikkelson, "Individualistic Environmental Ethics"

Section 3:  Political ecology
Tuesday March 12  th  :  Deep green democracy  
Eckersley, "Politics"
Stone, "Should Trees Have Standing?"
Leonard, "The Story of Change" (in-class film)



Thursday March 14  th  :  Ecological economics  
Daly:  "From a Failed Growth Economy to a Steady-State Economy"

Tuesday March 19  th  :  Eco-socialism  
Kovel, "Ecosocialism"

Thursday March 21  st  :  Economic democracy  
Schweickart:  "Is Sustainable Capitalism an Oxymoron?"
Mikkelson et al., "Homage to Red Green"

Tuesday March 26  th  :  From the personal to the political  
Rootes and Aldag, "Environmental Activism"
Best, "Vegetarianism"
Meaton, "Automobiles"
Kirkman, "Urban Environments"
Ad Council, "Pollution:  Keep America Beautiful" (in-class film)

Thursday March 28  th  :  Organizing and disorganizing  
Strand, "The Crying Indian"
List, "Civil Disobedience"
Hettinger, "Environmental Disobedience"
Levine, excerpts from Get Up, Stand Up
CELDF, "Democracy School" (in-class film)

Section 4:  Eco-poetics
Tuesday April 2  nd  :  From nature poetry to eco-poetry  
Dickinson, "A Bird Came Down the Walk"
Frost, "To the Thawing Wind"
Jeffers, "Not Man Apart"
Snyder, "For All"
Elder and Bryson, Foreword and Introduction to Ecopoetry

Thursday April 4  th  :  Can poetry save the Earth?  
Felstiner, "Care in Such a World"
Drake, "William Wordsworth"
Oerlemans, "English Romantic Poetry"
Gerber, "Robinson Jeffers"
Slovic, "Gary Snyder"
Smith, "Wendell Berry"

Conclusion
Tuesday April 9  th  :    
Leopold, "Wilderness" and "Conservation Aesthetic"

Thursday April 11  th  :  Discussion of oral exam questions  

Etc.
In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to
submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.



McGill University values academic integrity.  Therefore all students must understand the meaning and
consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offenses under the Code of Student Conduct
and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest) for more information).


