
Phil 667.Winter (14379)
Seminar on Post-Kantian German Idealism

1 session per week, 2 hours each (Tue. 2:35pm-4:25pm)
Location: Lea 927
Prerequisite, Phil 366 (German Idealism) or Phil 460 (Hegel) or the equivalent
Professor George di Giovanni, Leacock 930

george.di_giovanni@mcgill.ca (office hours to be posted)
http://george.di_giovanni.ca

Evaluation based on one major paper and seminar presentation(s). Late papers without excuse will
be penalized by ½ mark per seminar-day delay.

At the moment (15 July 2015) my plans for this seminar are not quite finalized yet. In general, I plan
to take up some key post-1800 texts of Fichte, Schelling and Hegel. My thesis is that post-Kantian
Idealism is a form of realism, at least inasmuch it it tries to escape from Kant’s subjectivism. This
is also Frederick Beiser’s thesis, but I plan to defend it along different lines altogether. I want to
show how much Fichte and Schelling, despite their differences, in escaping Kant both return to
Spinoza, in effect to classical metaphysical assumptions. It is only Hegel who overcomes Spinoza,
and thus defends what I believe is a robust meaning of “realism.”

The texts that at the moment I have in mind are Fichte’s “Sunshine Clear Report” (1801) and the
second of his three 1804 versions of his Science (the first version would be better, but there is no
English translation); Schelling’s “Philosophical Investigations on the Nature of Human Freedom”
(1809); Fichte’s and Schelling’s short tracts on Religion; and Hegel’s Introduction to his
Phenomenology of Spirit (1807). I am open to suggestions.

I am offering this seminar while in the process of working on a book on precisely this period of
German Idealism, and with the same motivation in mind. I plan to post the chapter drafts on my web-
page as they are ready (so far, only one, yet to be posted).

This description is only provisory, and will be revised in due time.
GdiG

Addition, 26 October 2015

The following are the texts, and their bibliographical sources, which we want to study in the
Seminar. Not all texts will have to be read completely; much will depend on ow the discussion
proceeds.

1. The Philosophical Rapture between Fichte and Schelling: Selected Texts and Correspondence
(1800-1802), tr., ed., Michael G. Vater & David W. Wood (SUNY, 2012):

The Correspondence
Fichte, Announcement
Fichte, New Version of the Wissenschaftslehre (1800) [Extract]
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Fichte, Commentary on Schelling’s Transcendental Idealism and Presentation of My Systemn
of Philosophy (1800-1801)

Schelling, Further Presentations from the System of Philosophy (1802) [Extract]
The above texts are all fairly brief.

2. J.G. Fichte, The Science of Knowing: The 1804 Lectures on the Wissenschaftslehre , tr., ed.,
Walter E. Wright (SUNY, 2005), Lectures 1-5 (The Prolegomena).

3. F.W.J. Schelling, Philosophical Investigations into the Essence of Human Freedom and Matters
Concerned Therewith, tr., ed., J. Love & J. Schmidt (SUNY, 2006). This is the first time that I
attempt an in depth study of this text. It will be a learning experience for me as well.

4. F.W.J. Schelling, Philosophy and Religion (1804). Tr.. Ed., Klaus Ottmann. Thre very likely are
other English translations. [A short, highly readable, text]

5. J.G. Fichte, The Way to the Blessed Life (1806). [A short, highly readable, text  available in
Google books].

6. G.W.F. Hegel, The Introduction (not the Preface!) to his Phenomenology of Spirit.

McGill University values academic integrity.  Therefore all students must understand the
meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the
Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see http//www.mcgill.ca/integrity for
more information).

In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content
and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change.

In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have
the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.


