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Topic: Analytical foundations of distributive principles.  
We will study the philosophical foundations of distributive principles. There are two parts in this 
course. In the first part, we examine the foundations of egalitarian distributive principles, broadly 
construed. More specifically, we will look at (1) Rawls’s difference principle, (2) luck egalitarianism, 
(3) telic egalitarianism, (4) prioritarianism, (5) sufficientarianism, (6) the temporal unit of distributive 
justice and the distributive principles with variable population size, and (7) health inequalities and 
the distribution of health care resource. In the second part, we will examine what has become known 
as Taurek’s aggregation problem in the recent literature of normative ethics. The problem asks 
whether small benefits to a large number of people can justify large burden on a small number of 
people. Critics of utilitarianism claim that they cannot. We will consider (1) what it is to be 
interpersonal aggregation, (2) the formal structure of aggregation, (3) randomized decision 
procedures, and (4) the relation between interpersonal aggregation and intra-personal aggregation. 
 
This course is a seminar course. The success of this course depends on the attendance, preparation, 
and participation of students.    
 
Main texts  
Iwao Hirose. Moral Aggregation (forthcoming, Oxford University Press) 
Iwao Hirose. Egalitarianism (forthcoming, Routledge) 
The complete manuscripts will be posted on myCourses in January. Additional articles will also be 
posted on myCourses. 
 
Assessments  

1. Midterm essay: 40pt 
2. Final essay: 40pt 
3. Attendance: 10pt 
4. Participation: 10pt  

 
Midterm essay 
Critically assess (max 3,000 words) one argument/part in Egalitarianism. You must submit your 
essay through myCourses by 11.59pm March 10.   
 
Term essay  
Critically assess (max 3,000 words) one argument/part in Moral Aggregation. You must submit your 
essay through myCourses by 11.59pm April 18.  
 
Late essays and extensions 
Late essays will be downgraded at a rate of 3 points per 24 hours on their final grade for the course 
(not 3% on grade for the essay), including weekend/holiday days. Requests for extensions will be 
considered (but not automatically granted) only when requested before the paper is due and 
substantiated at the time of request by a doctor’s note documenting illness.  
 
Absences 
There will be a disproportional penalty on one or more absences. 
Full attendance: 10pt, 1 absence: 9pt, 2 absences: 7pt, 3 absences: 4pt, 4 or more absences: 0pt.  



 
In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right 
to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. 
 
McGill University values academic integrity. All students must understand the meaning and 
consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the code of student conduct 
and disciplinary procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/integrity for more information).  
 
In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or 
evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change.  
 
 
 
 


