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I am a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) postdoctoral 

fellow, with a two-year tenure at McGill. Broadly speaking, my areas of research are: 

phenomenology (especially Merleau-Ponty), continental aesthetics, 20th century French 

philosophy, psychoanalysis, philosophy of psychiatry, and human sexuality.  

 

I am originally from Montreal. I received my honours BA in philosophy at McGill in 2007 

and moved to Leuven, Belgium, where I completed three degrees at the Katholieke 

Universiteit Leuven: an MA in 2009, an MPhil in 2010, and my PhD, under the supervision 

of Prof. Dr. Paul Moyaert in 2014. The topic of my dissertation was anxiety in 

phenomenology and psychoanalysis. I argued that, contrary to popular belief, 

phenomenology (especially the later works of Merleau-Ponty) has the depth to be able to 

account for psychological disturbances and other experiences of extreme tension. 

Phenomenology, I suggested, can further provide the tools for managing ontological and 

metaphysical questions that arise in the field of mental health.  

 

My current research project is on the subject of pornography. My guiding question is a 

familiar one: why is pornography so compelling? My phenomenological approach to the 

question is, however, unconventional. The phenomenology of pornography involves, first and 

foremost, describing the essential structure of a pornographic image and its relationship to 

cultural frameworks of meaning without pronouncing any judgment on whether pornography 

is good or bad. This method is, by-and-large, opposed to the majority of pornography studies 

in science and philosophy whose analyses of porn are infused with moral sentiment.  While I 

recognize that the normative implications of pornography are both philosophically and 

socially relevant, I argue that we can only judge the value of porn once we are clear about the 

essential features of the phenomenon itself. This, I believe, is what the phenomenological 

approach to pornography offers.  

 



My longer-term research project is to advocate for the importance of phenomenology within 

the field of the philosophy of psychiatry, especially concerning questions of culture and its 

influence on pathology. 


