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Philosophy 570: Contemporary Analytic Philosophy 

Instructor: Professor Michael Blome-Tillmann 

Office: 922 Leacock 

Office Hours: Tuesday 8:50-9:50, Thursday 8:50-9:50 

Email: michael.blome@mcgill.ca 

Course Location and Time: Leacock 927, Monday 12:35 pm - 2:25 pm 

Prerequisites: 

Phil 210 – Introduction to Deductive Logic (or equivalent) 

Course Description 

Each week we will consider a different topic in Epistemology (Part 1 of the course) and the Philosophy of 

Language (Part 2). One or two recent and/or classical papers in each area will be the focus of discussion. 

Recommended reading for our first session (September 13) is listed below. The schedule for the rest of 

term is provisional. 

Assessment 

The final mark will be based on one major paper (not more than 8,000 words, on a topic to be agreed 

upon individually). In marking the paper, I shall take into consideration the extent to which it reflects 

active engagement in seminar discussion. I shall not accept a paper that might have been written in a 

different context altogether. 

Late papers will be downgraded at a rate of 1/3 of a grade per day (e.g. from A- to B+, C to C-), including 

weekend days/holidays. Evidence of a consistent lack of preparation (including non-attendance without a 

medical excuse) results in a deduction of up to 5% from the course grade. Requests for extensions will be 

considered (but not automatically granted) only when requested at least 24 hours before the paper is due 

and substantiated at the time of request by a doctor’s note documenting illness. Extensions will not be 

more than seven days. 

Students are urged to read Jim Pryor’s excellent guidelines on how to read and write philosophy: 

http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/writing.html and 

http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/reading.html  

Academic Integrity 

McGill University values academic integrity.  Therefore all students must understand the meaning and 

consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct 

and Disciplinary Procedures. NB: In cases of doubt I will use the turnitin plagiarism detection software to 

determine whether submissions are plagiarized (see www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more 

information). 
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Schedule of Topics 

Part 1: Epistemology 

Session 1: Gettier and the Causal Theory 

The following texts are to be prepared for the September 13 class. Both texts are available on JSTOR. 

! Gettier, E. L., ‘Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?’, Analysis 23 (1963), 121-123. 

! Goldman, A., ‘A Causal Theory of Knowing’, Journal of Philosophy 64 (1967), 357-372. 

Session 2: Reliabilism, Safety, and Risk 

Session 3: Scepticism and Moorean Dogmatism 

Session 4: Knowledge Ascriptions, Epistemic Contextualism, and Interest Relative Invariantism 

Session 5: The Problem of Induction 

Session 6: Does E=K? 

Part 2: Philosophy of Language 

Session 7: TBA 

Session 8: TBA 

Session 9: Frege ‘On Sense and Reference’ 

Session 10: Russell ‘On Denoting’ 

Session 11: Kripke ‘Naming and Necessity’ 

Session 12: Kripke ‘Naming and Necessity’ 

  

  

  

  

In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or evaluation 

scheme in this course is subject to change. 

 


