
 Philosophy 556 Seminar in Medieval Philosophy 
 
 Instructor: Calvin Normore 
 
The plan for this seminar is a close study of Averroes' Long Commentary on Aristotle's De 
Anima followed to the extent time permits by study of its influence on Latin Medieval and Post-
medieval Philosophy. Those taking the course for credit will be asked to write a term paper of 
the usual sort and may be asked to present in class. Those auditing may be asked to present in 
class. 
 
The Long Commentary has recently (2009) been translated into English by Richard Taylor and 
published (with the assistance of Thérèse-Anne Druart) and there is an only slightly older French 
translation (1998) of the crucial third book by Alain de Libera. We will use these translations and 
the critical edition of the Latin text and we will consult the Arabic re-translation. Participants 
will be able to work from the English translation alone (though of course access to the other texts 
will be 
useful).  
 
Averroes (Abū'l-Walīd Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Rushd) is a pivotal figure in the History of 
Philosophy, playing an important role in its development in both the Arabic and Latin milieux. 
Most of Aristotle's non-logical works were first translated into Latin early in the 13th century 
together with his commentaries on them and his reading of them significantly shaped their 
interpretation. His Long Commentary on the De Anima (which survives only in Latin translation 
– though it has recently been re-translated into Arabic) was the most important channel through 
which 
ancient discussion of Aristotle's views on the intellect and on the nature of human beings reached 
Latin medieval thinkers and was the locus of fierce controversy among philosophers for at least 
five centuries after his death. 
 
Among the topics at issue were the relations of faith and reason, personal immortality, the 
relation between soul and body and the character the good for humans. If time permits we will 
consider some of the history of these controversies beginning with the debates at Paris in the late 
thirteenth 
century (involving, inter alia, Thomas Aquinas and Siger of Brabant), and continuing to the use 
of Averroes' thought in the early fourteenth century first at Paris (notably by John of Jandun) and 
later in Italy. Although it is unlikely we will be able to discuss still later uses of Averroes' 
thought in seminar participants will be permitted to write about them as part of coursework. 
 


