
February 22, 2019 

 

Hi Everyone, 

This week’s Departmental Acknowledgement goes to Blair Whittemore on the occasion of his retirement 

from the Department tendered on the last day of 2018. 

This is a retirement which I accepted with regret realizing both Blair’s substantive contributions to the 
Hospital and Department over time as well as realizing this was the passing of an era in our institutional 
history. 

Quite simply Blair during his time here was a rock: a fortress of rectitude, discretion, insight and 
intelligence. He was since I started my Chair’s mandate one of my “go to” Faculty members when I 
wanted unvarnished advice that was clear and devoid of personal interest delivered without hesitation. He 
was also a Departmental oral historian and master of rules, regulations and process.  He was also a 
pretty damn good laboratory physician and clinician in hematology-oncology. He was often referred to 
with the prefix “The Legend”. 

I first met up with Blair under very different circumstances over 30 years ago at the MGH when I had 
made the jump from pediatrics to neurology and was spending my time in adult neurology. At the MGH 
Blair appeared to be one of the staff that seemed to run that vast somewhat intimidating teaching 
hospital. He stood out then in the Department of Medicine and I noticed when he called for a consult all 
the attendings and house staff, no matter the discipline would jump. 

Blair transitioned to the pediatric milieu over 20 years ago at a time of crisis in hematology-oncology here. 
There is the story of Harvey Guyda going to his home with a bottle of scotch to make the case to Blair to 
come over (“down the hill” so to speak). Must have been a damn good bottle of scotch as Blair took the 
bait and the rest is history. Blair got heme-onc through that crisis and a few more during his time here. 
Never was our service to these very ill children compromised and indeed he laid the foundation for a 
Division that currently excels in all sectors of the academic mission. 

Blair no doubt will use his time to give a little more TLC  while tending to his precious garden at his retreat 
up near Lachute. 

Please join me in wishing Blair a retirement that knows health and happiness and only good things. 

Have a great weekend everyone! 
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