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February 10, 2017 

 

“My favorite thing is to have a big dinner with friends and talk about life.” 

Carla Gugino 

 
Hi Everyone, 
 
I will admit that this Departmental Acknowledgement is long overdue and could have been given over my 
time as Chair for multiple 'serious' reasons. However it’s being given this week for simply bringing people 
together over a dinner and goes to Geoff Dougherty. 
 
Geoff is the founding and current Director of the Department's largest Division of General Pediatrics. This 
Division incorporates a myriad of programs and activities that is essentially the core of the Department to 
which the branches of subspecialty services are attached and interact with. These programs include our 
in-patient medical wards, the Medical Day Hospital, Complex Care Services, Social Pediatrics, 
Developmental & Behavioural Pediatrics, Palliative Care, Child Protection, the Northern & Native Health, 
Asthma and the Pediatric Consultation Clinic. Members of our Adolescent Medicine Division and our 
Neonatal f/u team are also included in this group as per their PEM assignment. In addition to this gamut 
of services provided, the Division hosts our largest post-graduate training programs as well as several 
academically oriented fellowship programs. Members of the Division are among the most heavily involved 
medical educators, with Decanal appointments and Centre of Medical Education roles. If that wasn't 
enough, the Division has a research profile largely focused on health service delivery issues. With over 
40 members, the Division's adroit administrative management over the years and its staffing by Geoff has 
been well evident and should not be taken for granted. 
 
Geoff is a native of Montreal, educated at McGill with degrees in both medicine and epidemiology. He 
also spent time in Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar. There, he learned a seemingly endless array of words 
unique to the Queen's English that have challenged my vocabulary over the years (my personal favourite 
is 'rustication'-look it up in the OED). He is smart with humor that is dry like a martini replete with 
vermouth. But what has impressed me, is how he has put the wellness and quality of the activities of his 
Division and its members first and foremost. He puts a lot of time into mentoring and nurturing the 
younger members of the Division to ensure a successful launch of their academic careers. This is a 
careful nurturing of a seeded garden that will bear much fruit in the coming years. 
 
This quality was evident last night when I attended a dinner organized by Geoff for his Division. He took 
care to arrange all the details, including background musicians and put nothing on the Agenda other than 
an opportunity to get together socially over good food and wine, to share conversation and perhaps to get 
to know each other a bit better and build even more of a team. In a time when many members of the 
Department bemoan the loss of a community feeling with the move to the legacy site, Geoff took action to 
try and do something about it. He smartly included Associate Members of his Division with a research 
focus and no doubt some synergistic collaborations will come forth. It was nice of Geoff to invite myself 
and Annette to this dinner and we appreciated the warm camaraderie. 
 
Please join me in thanking Geoff for his enormous efforts on behalf of his team. 
 
Have a great weekend everyone and Happy Valentine's Day  
 
Michael 
 
Michael Shevell, MDCM, FRCPC, FCAHS 

Chairman, Department of Pediatrics, Professor (with Tenure), Departments of Pediatrics and 

Neurology/Neurosurgery, McGill University 

Guyda Chair in Pediatrics 

Pediatrician-in-Chief, Montreal Children's Hospital/McGill University Health Centre (MUHC) 

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/carlagugin496521.html?src=t_dinner
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