
January 16, 2015 
 
  "Don't criticize what you can't understand" 
      Bob Dylan 
 
 
Hi Everyone, 
 
The first Departmental Acknowledgement for 2015 goes to Laurel Kimoff and is suggested by her 
Division Director, Geoff Dougherty. 
 
This recognition is prompted by Laurel's longstanding and unswerving dedication to a subset of pediatrics 
that most of us would like to see go away, yet demands our utmost attention and sensitivity. This is the 
field of child and youth maltreatment (a.k.a child abuse and neglect). For over two decades, building on 
her early contributions here in both the Emergency Room and the Intensive Care Unit, Laurel has 
steadfastly carried the pager to respond to clinical suspicions that a child's bruises or injuries or pain may 
not be accidental, but the result of an adult's deliberate actions. One can only imagine the horrors that 
Laurel has witnessed over the years and the minefield of twisted familial and social interactions she has 
had to negotiate to provide care for these willfully hurt children.  
 
Comprehensive management of these cases requires not only medical expertise, but ongoing tactful 
interactions with the police, social agencies and the justice system. Advocacy for the child is also a 
component of Laurel's efforts. A calm objective presence at the center of numerous storms is necessary. 
Very few of us would be capable of doing what Laurel has done and continues to do so ably. 
 
Laurel is a McGill graduate who did her residency in pediatrics here. She has sub-specialty certification in 
both Pediatric Emergency Medicine and Child Abuse Pediatrics. For the latter (from the American Board 
of Pediatrics) she is but one of a handful of Canadian physicians so certified. Laurel is an Associate 
Professor in the Department of Pediatrics.  Her expertise in her chosen field is recognized well beyond 
Montreal. She has served as a leader of the Canadian Pediatric Society's Child and Youth Maltreatment 
Section and is currently Chair of the Society's Acute Care Committee. She is a Medical Advisor for the 
Canadian Shaken Baby Foundation and has lectured extensively on the topic of child abuse to medical 
trainees, national audiences and non-physician groups including social workers. She has also been 
instrumental in establishing an annual Canadian Symposium on Advanced Practices in Child 
Maltreatment Pediatrics. This annual educational event was held in Montreal in mid-November and from 
what I am told, it was an excellent forum bringing together varied multi-disciplinary perspectives. 
 
Please join me in acknowledging Laurel's hard work and dedication. Most importantly let's thank her for 
doing what is needed among our most vulnerable pediatric patients. 
 
Have a great weekend everyone, 
 
 
Michael  
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