
 

 

Message from the Chair 
Bonjour tout le monde! 

It’s amazing we survived a very chal-

lenging year with the simultaneous 

budget cuts to McGill University and 

the McGill University Health Center. 

The workload for our pathologists is 

the highest in the country.  Yet we 

were still able to accomplish so 

much, and we are still smiling.  What 

a team! 

In this issue, there are several im-

portant highlights. 

First of all, I would like to congratu-

late Dr. Alan Spatz, Dr. Leon van 

Kempen and our colleagues at the 

Jewish General Hospital for building 

one the nation’s best Molecular Pa-

thology Centers.  This impressive achieve-

ment will make our department stand out 

on the national and international stage.  I 

have been to the center twice, once shortly 

after its opening, and the second time while 

accompanying a group of visitors from the 

Chinese Ministry of Science and Technolo-

gy.  What can I say, your guys make every-

body in the department feel proud. 

Secondly, our departmental retreat is also 

highlighted in this edition.  During the re-

treat, we were able to demonstrate to our 

sponsor for this event, the Rossy Cancer 

Network, that synoptic reports for the four 

major cancers (colon, prostate, breast, and 

lung) are being implemented at all three 

hospital sites (MUHC, St Mary’s and 

JGH). This important event also gave the 

opportunity to celebrated our successes and 

identify our priorities for the next year.  

Thirdly, I would like to echo Dr. Rene 

Michel in thanking everybody for their 

extraordinary contributions to under-

graduate teaching. This past year, we 

had a curriculum overlap with units 7 

and 8, and FMD. Together, our staff 

pathologists have given 120 hours of 

lectures and 1485 hours of small 

groups teaching, while our residents 

contributed 303 hours to teaching 

small groups. The feedback and stu-

dent evaluations were excellent.   

My appreciation for the joint efforts of 

our neuropathologists, Drs. Guiot and 

Richardson, our neurology and neuro-

surgery colleagues, and the new direc-

tor of the MNI, Dr. Guy Rouleau. We 

were able to successfully recruit top 

tier clinician scientist Dr. Charlie Hao and 

Academic pathologist Dr. Jason Karam-

chandani. By July 1st 2014, we can proudly 

to say that we have one of the nation’s best 

neuropathology programs. 

As I walked on Pine Avenue today, I had a 

feeling that spring will soon arrive. Yes, 

the atmosphere is still frosty but as of to-

day, spring is near for the McGill Depart-

ment of Pathology!  

 To be an international leader in pathology education 
and research while providing the highest quality of  
diagnostic service.   
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The McGill University Department of Pathology held its annual 

retreat on Saturday January 18th, 2014 at the elegant Omni Hotel 

in downtown Montreal. We had a good turnout with over forty 

faculty members in attendance. Mr Toni Teti, from the Rossy 

Cancer Network (RCN), our sponsor for this event, also joined us 

for a full day of presentations and discussions centered on setting 

our priorities for the upcoming year. 

 

The morning MUHC session opened with a presentation by Dr. 

Ewa Sidorowicz, Director of Professional Services for the 

MUHC. Dr. Sidorowicz updated the members on the state of the 

MUHC, the complex logistics surrounding the move to the Glen 

and the challenges and opportunities of the new MUHC.  

 

Dr. Zu-hua Gao followed by addressing the members on the issue 

of accountability and teamwork and summarized the achieve-

ments and contributions towards the goals established at last 

year’s retreat.  

 

Of the eight priorities that were identified, recruitment/retention, 

transition planning to the Glen, research facilitation, and quality 

assurance activities were the top four.  

 

The morning MUHC session ended with a group discussion on 

developing an action plan to tackle the priorities identified earlier. 

An important outcome of this discussion was the formation of a 

Recruitment Committee to be chaired by Dr. Gao and consisting 

of members Drs. Arseneau, Bernard, Brimo, Omeroglu and Wat-

ters. The committee’s first order of business will be to hire a re-

placement for Dr. Nahal, who is retiring from the Department this 

summer. 
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Sponsored by: 

Left to Right:   Drs. Tina Haliotis, Hanjun Wang, Manuela  

Pelmus, and Indrogit Roy 



 

 

Following a well-deserved break for lunch, the afternoon session 

dedicated to McGill departmental matters kicked off with a 

presentation by Dr. Gao on the MUHC initiatives and the imple-

mentation of synoptic reporting methods for the six primary dis-

ease sites. The members were next treated to a preview of an im-

pressive specimen grossing video produced by resident Dr. Chel-

sea Maedler-Kron with the help of Dr. Vicky Marcus. The speci-

men grossing project is to be used as a practical and visual training 

tool and will feature additional videos of other diseased tissues set 

for production over the next few months.  

 

Dr. Alan Spatz, director of the newly established JGH Molecular 

Pathology Centre (MPC), elaborated on its mission to provide 

“high quality molecular testing” in search of the hidden genetic 

biomarkers that drive disease. The ultimate goal of the MPC lies in 

developing a cutting-edge therapeutic approach that is highly per-

sonalized for each patient’s illness.  

 

Dr. Spatz also spoke on behalf of the Research Committee and 

acknowledged that “the current rotation in molecular pathology 

does not adequately train pathology residents in the basics of mo-

lecular biology”. The committee proposes a rotation program 

where residents would identify a realistic research project, be 

trained in a specific technique that corresponds with the chosen 

project, participate in the project, and at the end of their rotation 

submit a written report on their activities. This report would then 

serve as a pick-up point for the next resident to pursue.  

 

Dr. Indrogit Roy presented details on St-Mary’s successful accred-

itation by the College of American Pathologists and the standard 

ized synoptic reporting format within the RCN. Dr. Roy also took 

the opportunity to announce that he will be stepping down as Di-

rector of Pathology at St-Mary’s after 5 years of service.  

 

The first discussion of the afternoon established three joint pro-

jects in line with the initiatives of the RCN and a proposed action 

plan for each. The projects identified were 1) to enhance, expand 

and standardize synoptic reporting, 2) to establish a uniform genet-

ic testing protocol across all sites, and 3) build cross-site speciality 

teams that will work together to improve practice standards, cross 

coverage and facilitate collaborative research projects. 

 

The day ended with a serious and captivating discussion on the 

repurposing of teaching stipends in the department and members 

contributed their opinions and voiced their concerns. This financial 

support from the Faculty of Medicine is currently under revision 

by the Dean. We were asked by the Dean to redirect these funds 

into new programs that will advance the academic mission of the 

university.  The members all agree that further discussion is need-

ed before a consensus can be reached on the proposed redirection 

of these funds. Only once a consensus is reached, is a meeting 

with the Dean advisable. 

 

Dr. Gao wishes to thank once again all the speakers and members 

who participated at this year’s event. All of the members worked 

very hard at the retreat to determine the priorities that will shape 

the work plan for upcoming year. The Retreat Report Document, 

compiling all of the presentations and minutes of the discussions 

and outcomes, will be available at the beginning of March for dis-

tribution to all departmental members.  

Dr. Alan Spatz, Director,  Molecular Pathology Centre 

Dr. Indrogit Roy, Director of Pathology, St-Mary’s Hospital 
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Dubrovsky Molecular Pathology Centre Opens Its Doors! 

 

 

 

The Jewish General Hospital unveiled its innovative Molecular Pathology Centre (MPC) in November 2013. This cutting-

edge 12,000 -square-foot centre is designed to facilitate a multidisciplinary approach to developing targeted cancer treat-

ments by analysing a tumour’s unique genetic signatures, leading the 

way to personalized medicine and better management of a patient’s 

disease. The MPC is the first centre for molecular pathology in cancer 

in Quebec and one of three across Canada. Bravo to Dr. Alan Spatz 

and his team! 

 

As a follow-up to our earlier feature on the MPC in the Fall edition of 

the newsletter, please check out the following links to a CBC news 

segment and additional print articles on the launch of the MPC. 

CBC News  

Montreal Gazette 

Wall Street Journal   

McGill Faculty of Medicine – Med e-News 

Lab Product News 
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Left to Right: Dr. Gerald Batist, Director  of the Segal Cancer  at the JGH , Rick Dubrovsky, President of the JGH, Dr. Alan 

Spatz, Director  of the Molecular  Pathology Centre and Chief of pathology at the JGH , Dr. Lawrence Rosenberg, JGH Executive 

Director, Dr. Leon Van Kempen, Chief Operating Office of the JGH Molecular Pathology Centre, and Myer Bick, JGH Foundation 

President and CEO. 

Montreal Gazette 

McGill Med e-News 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ys_sfwEkrmk
http://www.montrealgazette.com/health/Attacking+cancer+molecular+level/9405762/story.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/PR-CO-20131126-909192.html
https://publications.mcgill.ca/medenews/2013/11/25/jewish-general-hospital-launches-innovative-molecular-pathology-centre/
http://www.labcanada.com/news/new-molecular-pathology-facility-opens-in-montreal/1002751769/?&er=NA


 

 

SPOTLIGHT :  

Dr. Alan Spatz is the  

current Director of the Pathology 

Department at the Jewish  

General Hospital. He is a Professor 

of Pathology and Oncology at 

McGill  University and holds a 

Canada Research Chair in Molecu-

lar Pathology.  

Dr. Spatz presently directs the X 

chromosome and Cancer research 

lab at the Lady Davis Institute and 

leads an international research group on cutaneous melanoma. He 

has authored more than 180 original scientific papers, reports, 

review articles, and books.  

Dr. Spatz is also the Director of the new Molecular Pathology 

Centre at the Jewish General Hospital, which recently celebrated 

its opening this past November. This new cutting-edge facility is 

leading the way to personalized medicine by using molecular 

analysis to identify biomarkers specific to an individual’s tumour 

to advance the diagnosis and treatment of cancer.  

Born in London UK, Dr. Spatz moved to Lyon in the south of 

France at the age of three. “Lyon is an interesting city, with a 

strong university life but at the same time very provincial and 

protective. I preferred cultural diversity and the vibrant Parisian 

life, and then decided to move to Paris to do my residency in Pa-

thology”. 

For this edition of the newsletter, we asked Dr. Spatz to elaborate, 

in his own words, on his academic background, research interests, 

and path to McGill Pathology.  

How would you describe your academic trajectory? 

I was very lucky to do my first Pathology rotation in 1990 at L’In-

stitut Gustave Roussy (IGR), the main cancer institute in Europe. 

I did this rotation with Dr. Michel Prade, who became my mentor. 

He was an outstanding pathologist, a wonderful teacher, and a 

worldly recognized visionary scientist.  I got recruited at IGR and 

became very active not only as a surgical pathologist at IGR, but 

also as president of the French division of the International Acad-

emy of Pathology, and as a chair of the Melanoma and Pathology 

groups of the European Organization for Research and Treatment 

of Cancer (EORTC).  It was the time when people began to real-

ize that the classical way of doing cancer research had failed, and 

that pathology could create a link between clinical and translation-

al research.  I strongly believe in the importance for a young aca-

demic pathologist to be connected to cooperative groups. This is 

how you grow up in confronting your ideas and experience with 

others, and how you build synergistic interactions with your col-

leagues, and create a network of international collaborators. It is 

in the EORTC that I had the opportunity to meet Dr. Leon van 

Kempen. Leon is now in the Department of Pathology at McGill, 

teaches Molecular pathology to the residents of the Department, 

and is a fantastic COO of the Molecular Pathology Center. 

How did you get interested in the field of Pathology? 

I perceived at the beginning of my medical studies that Pathology 

is at the center of any medical process, and is the point where re-

search and clinical practice converge. The importance of Patholo-

gy is further reinforced by the shift to precision medicine.  

 

I have to say that more than 20 years after this first choice, I am 

still as enthusiastic as I was, and I wake up every morning think-

ing how lucky I am to do this job!  

What would you say are your specific research interests? 

My research is focused on the X chromosome and its role in can-

cer. Our lab, that Dr Leon van Kempen and I co-lead, is focused 

on three programs: the regulation and role of FoxP3 gene and its 

variants, the function of PPP2R3B gene as a metastasis suppressor 

gene, and the X chromosome-mediated allele specific expression. 

FoxP3 has a dual role and is both a key player to regulate the im-

mune micro-environment, aka, the regulatory T cells, and a strong 

transcription regulator. We investigate whether its variants have 

different roles and may have a negative dominant effect. 

PPP2R3B is one of these fascinating genes that escape X chromo-

some inactivation, and is located on the X in females and in the Y 

in males. In 2004, I proposed a non-Knudsonian model of X chro-

mosome-based tumor suppressor gene inactivation that then be-

came validated with several genes, including WTX, UPX, and 

now PPP2R3B.  We are lucky in the lab to have amazingly bril-

liant residents and students of the McGill Pathology department. 

What brought you to McGill? 

I was seduced by the near-perfect integration of clinical care, re-

search and teaching, together with management, that was offered 

at McGill and at the Jewish General Hospital. This level of inte-

gration rarely exists in Europe, and I found it potentially very 

strong. I am still convinced that this is a strength of McGill that 

we have to capitalize on, and the Glen is a wonderful opportunity 

in that regard. It is also with that spirit that we have created the 

JGH Molecular Pathology Center that we hope will serve the in-

terests of the McGill community.  

Any important discoveries/research you wish to share? 

The publications are in process.  

How many researchers and students do you currently super-

vise? 

Currently there are ten people working in the basic research lab, 

including five researchers and five students. We are about 28 peo-

ple at the MPC, that includes about 12 people paid by research 

contracts, and a new Proteomics platform to be led by Dr. Chris-

toph Borchers, who is a worldwide leader in the field, from the 

University of Victoria Genome British Columbia Proteomics Cen-

tre. Dr. Borchers arrival is important as we want to develop tissue-

based quantitative assessment of therapeutic targets and Dr. 

Borchers will be instrumental in that regard. IHC and tissue-based 

proteomics are very complementary, and this complementarity is 

very important to the development of new targeted therapies and 

to decipher mechanisms of secondary resistance. 

Any final thoughts or comments? 

Yes: we have to be very well aware that in a context of resource 

scarcity, innovation is the key-word if we want to help McGill to 

reinforce its rank as a worldwide leader in medical education. It 

implies creating strong and effective synergies within the Depart-

ment of Pathology, and to be attractive enough to recruit and re-

tain the brightest pathologists and scientists in the world. In this 

context, the proposal to create an Experimental      Pathology unit 

is clearly an excellent one. 
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After more than 35 years of service, David Hori, 

who worked in surgical pathology at the Royal 

Victoria Hospital, retired at the end of December.  

He was joined by over 60 well-wishers (co-

workers, surgeons, secretaries, technicians, etc.) at 

his retirement luncheon and was awarded a certif-

icate of appreciation from the Chair, Dr. Zu-hua 

Gao, on behalf of the Department for his 35 years 

of exemplary service.  

Many people spoke of David’s dedication and 

pride in a job well done. In his acceptance speech, 

David credited his father, a pathologist, for instil-

ling this work ethic and getting him interested in 

pathology when visiting his father’s workplace. 

He will be missed. 

News from the Henry C. Witelson  

Ocular Pathology Laboratory  

A Brief Look at 2013 

The Lab published 12 papers in various international and national journals. 

 

We are proud to have had five Research Awards Recipients: Dr. Pablo Zoroquiain, Dr. Vasco Bravo Filho, Dr. 

Carlos Quezada, Henry Wood and Gerardo Discepola. As well as our 2nd Student Vision Canada Award Re-

cipient; Lisa Jagan, a medical student from Queen's University.  Student Vision Canada is an initiative of two 

then PhD students Patrick Logan and Shawn Maloney. The Student Vision Canada Scholarship was developed 

after the founders identified a need for funding to allow medical students and undergraduates to spend extend-

ed periods in the Henry C. Witelson Ocular Pathology Laboratory in order to gain both the skills and an un-

derstanding of basic research along with the importance that it plays in research and healthcare settings. 

 Introducing Our Newest Students! 
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Happy Retirement David! 

David Hori, Dr Zu-hua Gao, Chair,  

Natalia Vila: an Ophthalmologist from Spain is cur rently pur -

suing a clinical postdoctoral fellowship. Her research focuses on 

age-related macular degeneration.  

Vasco Bravo Filho: an Ophthalmologist and Retina specialist 

from Brazil is currently pursuing his PhD and a clinical postdoctor-

al fellowship. His research focuses on therapeutic targets in Uveal 

Melanoma. 

Pablo Zoroquiain: a Pathologist from Chile is currently pursuing 

a postdoctoral fellowship. His research focuses on prognostic fac-

tors of intraocular cancers. 

Mohammed Qutub: completed his medical degree in Saudi 

Arabia at King Saud bin Abdulaziz University for Health Sciences 

and is now pursuing a pre-residency fellowship. His research will 

focus on corneal stem cells. 

 

Sultan Aldree: completed his medical degree in Saudi Arabia at 

King Saud University and is now pursuing a MSc. degree in pa-

thology. His research will focus on Uveal Melanoma. 

Tiago Briccoli: completed his undergraduate degree in Biology 

at Concordia University and is now pursuing a MSc. degree in Pa-

thology. His research will focus on intraocular lenses. 

Patrick Logan: r ecently completed his PhD in Pathology and is 

currently pursuing a postdoctoral fellowship researching novel tar-

geted drug delivery models for treating ocular tumors.  

 

For more information about the Henry C. Witelson  

Ocular Pathology Laboratory please visit their website at:  

http://www.mcgill.ca/ocularpathology/ 

http://www.mcgill.ca/ocularpathology/


 

 

 

Back to back holiday parties kept the festive mood going as the 

Department hosted its jazzy afternoon cocktail party on December 

12th, followed by a ritzy soirée at the MUHC Pathology Christmas 

party, held at the historic and elegant Masonic Memorial Temple.  

 

Awards for Collegiality and Innovation 

At this year’s party, two awards were presented to outstanding 

members of the MUHC Pathology community. The Collegiality 

Award went to Dr. Kevin Watters and the Innovation Award went 

to Dr. Miriam Blumenkrantz for her outstanding leadership in 

Quality Assurance. These two candidates were selected by an 

awards selection committee from a number of nominees in each 

category. 

 

Holiday Celebrations! 

7 

Dr. Rene Michel, Eileen Grenier, Dr. Zu-hua Gao 

Left: Dr. Gao, Innovation Award recipient, Dr. Miriam Blumenkrantz, and Marie Vachon    

Right: Dr. Gao, Collegiality Award recipient, Dr. Kevin Watters,  and Marie Vachon 

Dr. Mojgan Ebrahimi, Dr. Chantal Bernard, Dr. Josée Lavoie 



 

 

The McGill Department of Pathology’s annual academic day “Finlayson Memo-

rial Day” will be held on Friday, June 13th, 2014 at the McGill Faculty Club.  Dr. 

Stuart Schnitt, Professor of Pathology, Harvard Medical School and Director of 

Anatomic Pathology, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center will give the key-

note talk, followed by presentations of the Department’s residents and graduate 

students.  This will be followed by a Departmental dinner at the Faculty Club.  

Please reserve this date on your calendars.  An official invitation will be sent to 

all academic members of the Department shortly.  

Residents and graduate students are invited and encouraged to submit abstracts 

for consideration for oral and poster presentations for this day.  There will be prizes available for 

the best presentation by a graduate student and a resident.  Oral presentations will be ten minutes in 

length followed by a five minute discussion period.  The best abstracts submitted will be chosen for 

presentation.  There will be an opportunity to display posters during the day.  All resident and grad-

uate student members of the Department are strongly encouraged to submit an abstract for consider-

ation.  

Awards will also be presented to the “Teacher” and “Resident” of the year.  We will also take the 

opportunity to say “adieu” to the graduating residents and graduate students of the Department.  

Appointments & Recruitment  

We are pleased to announce the appointments of two new Associate Members of the 

Department of Pathology and a newly recruited Neuropathologist 
 

Dr. Bassam Abdulkarim is an Associate Professor  at the Depar tment of On-

cology (Director, Division of Radiation Oncology). His translational research 

project at the Montreal General Hospital is focused on investigating the effect of 

different types of radiation fractionation including ablative dose of radiation in 

lung cancer and brain tumor. He aims to develop prognostic 

and predictive biomarkers to radiation alone or in combina-

tion with new-targeted therapies. 

 
Dr. Siham Sabri is an Assistant Professor  at the Depar tment of Oncology 

(Division of Radiation Oncology). Her research at the Montreal General Hospital 

investigates the molecular mechanisms of tumor angiogenesis and invasion in 

glioblastoma multiforme within a large translational research project. 

 

Dr. Jason Karamchandani has been recruited to the De-

partment of Pathology as an Assistant Professor (Clinical). Following his grad-

uation from Harvard College, Dr. Karamchandani attended medical school at 

Stanford University School of Medicine, where he remained for residency 

training in anatomic pathology, followed by fellowship training in surgical pa-

thology and neuropathology. He went on to practice neuropathology at St. 

Michael’s Hospital in Toronto, where he served as the director of the immuno-

pathology laboratory. Dr. Karamchandani’s research is focused on tumors of 

the central nervous system and peripheral nerves with a focus on molecular 

pathology, bioinformatics, and the identification and characterization of diag-

nostic and prognostic biomarkers. He will be joining the neuropathology team this summer. 
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Save the Date: Finlayson Research Day 2014 

Do you have a news story?  

The McGill Department of Pathology Newsletter is published four times a year. It is available by email 

and on the Department webpage at  http://www.mcgill.ca/pathology/newsletter 

  

If you would like to submit an article  or  receive the newsletter by email, please contact the Editor  

at carolynna.olha@mcgill.ca 

Deadline for submissions to the Spring issue is April 20th, 2014 

Sponsored by: 

Upcoming Lecture 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Morag Park, Ph.D., FRSC 
 

James McGill  
Professor in the  

Departments of Biochemistry, 
Medicine and Oncology  

at McGill University 
 

March 19, 2014 
4:00 PM – 5:00 PM  

 
Duff Medical Building,  

Room 112 
3775 University Street  

PATHOLOGY SCIENTIFIC 
LECTURE SERIES 

http://www.mcgill.ca/pathology/newsletter
mailto:carolynna.olha@mcgill.ca

