
 

 

 

 

S itting in my bright new office at 
the Glen and looking at the  

colorful scenery through my window, I 
cannot help but count our blessings.   

First, the Department of Pathology has 
gained the support of 5 additional  
administrative staff members by  
officially joining “Administrative  
Excellence Center 7” (AEC7) which 
also oversees the Departments of  
Diagnostic Radiology and Oncology. 

All HR and Academic Affairs matters are now being managed by 
Aimee Malyk and Carolynna Olha, and all Finance matters are 
being handled by Jennifer Gumbley and Winie Celestin.  With the 
help of Dr. Francis Girard, Associate Director of AEC7, our  
department was able to secure $20,000 from the Faculty of  
Medicine to support our graduate studies program, which will 
welcome six new excellent graduate students this academic year. 
We are very grateful for this support and looking forward to more 
positive changes under this new administrative structure.   

On the research front, we held our first departmental research  
competition this year. Thanks to our research committee, led by 
Dr. Spatz, five research projects were funded among a dozen  
excellent research proposals.  Our distinguished physician-
scientist, Dr. Alex Ferenczy, recently published a ground-
breaking article in the American Journal of Obstetrics and Gyne-
cology in which he demonstrated the feasibility of changing the 
current North American practice for cervical cancer screening .  
In August, we welcomed notable ovarian cancer research scientist 
Dr. Carlos Telleria. As a result, we are well on our way to estab-
lishing our experimental pathology unit and research center at the 
Duff Medical Building. 

Our thanks go out to Dr. Chantal Bernard for her excellent ser-
vice to our residency program over the last eight years. Our new  
program director, Dr. Jason Karamchandani, has taken over the  
lead of residency training, the 2nd largest program in Canada. We 

matched all 4 of the top candidates in CARMs this year and  
presented our mini-interview experience at the national CAP 
meeting. To meet the new demands of “competency-based  
training”, our residency training program curriculum was revised, 
and we launched our first Intraoperative Consultation  
Workshop”. We also introduced our Mentorship program  
initiative to all of our residents and I had the privilege of  
presenting the first career session.  

Thanks to the coordinated efforts of all our staff members, the 
MUHC Department of Pathology seamlessly moved to a brand 
new facility at the Glen Campus. It is amazing to witness staff 
members from different sites now working together as one 
unified operation.  The move to the Glen however is not without 
its challenges, as faculty must negotiate a longer commute to the 
main campus to teach and conduct research.  Challenges have 
been a driver of innovation in our department and we will con-
tinue to be creative in order to meet the new challenges ahead. 

I would like to take this opportunity to first express our sincere  
appreciation to the Montreal General Hospital Foundation,  
Cedars Cancer Foundation, Rossy Cancer Network, and 
Roche for their continued and generous support of our academic  
initiatives and clinical activities. For the first time, the Royal  
Victoria Hospital Foundation has generously agreed to raise 
funds for two major initiatives at the MUHC: voice recognition 
and barcoding.  

In addition to all of these blessings, the department also  
recognizes all of you with much gratitude - a wonderful team of  
academic, clinical, and support staff who together will continue to 
make a positive impact on our patients, students, and society.  
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Leading the paradigm shift  
in HPV testing. 

 

D r. Alex Ferenczy has been nominated by Drs. Eduardo 

Franco and Alan Spatz for the CIHR Institute of 

Health Services and Policy Research (IHSPR) - 2015-16 

Article of the Year and Rising Star Award for his seminal 

work published in the American Journal of Obstetrics and  

Gynecology in which he validated for the first time in North 

America the feasibility of changing the paradigm for cervical 

cancer screening.  

 

This article, accepted on an expedited basis by the editors,  

epitomizes the criteria for the CIHR-IHSPR Article of the Year 

Award, i.e., "to recognize published research in a peer-reviewed  

journal that has significantly contributed to the advancement of the 

field of health services and policy research in Canada." 

 

Dr. Ferenczy was able to demonstrate that molecular testing for 

HPV is evidently more superior than the 70 year-old public 

health practice of taking Pap smears. This study, the first  

randomized controlled trial in North America of HPV versus 

Pap testing, was conducted by a team that involved Dr. 

Ferenczy and appeared in the New England Journal of  

Medicine (Mayrand et al., 2007).  

 

That study alone, however, was not sufficient enough to trigger 

the health system changes required to modernize cervical  

cancer screening and align it with 21st century public health  

practice. What was needed was very pragmatic knowledge  

translation and implementation research that could demonstrate 

that such an improved technology could be deployed in a  

real-world setting. The study conducted by Dr. Ferenczy at the 

Jewish General Hospital involved over 55,000 women, more 

than half of them having experienced the benefits of the new 

molecular testing era implemented on a pilot basis in early 2011, 

while the remainder represented the historical control era when 

annual Pap smears were the only option.  

 

The findings from his study are extraordinary. In brief, it  

demonstrated that (i) the new molecular test yielded three times 

greater detection of precancerous lesions in the population, 

while subjecting only one-third more women to a colposcopy  

 

visit; (ii) made the work of gynecologists more efficient by  

increasing the disease discovery rate per colposcopy act more 

than twofold; (iii) decreased average waiting times for  

diagnostic procedures dramatically from 11 to 3 months; and 

(iv) reduced the workload of cytotechnicians and cytopatholo-

gists by 93%.  

 

His study also paved the way for other needed improvements. 

From his implementation research we learned that a legal  

imperative in Quebec prevented collecting a single specimen for 

both the molecular and cytology test, thus necessitating the  

patient to return to the hospital a second time for the collection 

of another specimen for Pap smear triage. He also found that 

doctors and nurses tended to adhere to antiquated and  

inefficient referral practices that included unnecessary costly 

procedures which brought anxiety to female patients.  

 

In summary, Dr. Ferenczy’s study is a perfect example of health 

systems research that proves that a cancer prevention  

technology can be adapted for real world use in Canada with 

clear benefits for patients in terms of cost reduction and  

improved safety. It also paves the way for future work in health 

provider education and changes in the process of care in  

Quebec (the legal impediments are being dealt with at the  

ministerial level). 
Dr. Alan Spatz 

   Dr. Alex Ferenczy  



 

 

The IHC Lab Delivers Optimal Results 
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Immunohistochemistry (IHC) is a widely 

used technique for accurate identification 

and biological characterization of tissue 

types in neoplastic and non-neoplastic 

diseases. The Canadian  

Immunohistochemistry Quality Control (cIQc) builds on  

existing work to systematically monitor and improve the  

proficiency of IHC testing across the country. The organization 

distributes IHC challenges to pathology laboratories, assesses 

participant staining and provides an anonymized summary of 

laboratory performance. (Retrieved from http://cpqa.ca) 
 

The MUHC Department of Pathology IHC lab has now  

participated in nine cIQc activities, in addition to continuing  

participation in the College of American Pathologists External 

Quality Activities. The cIQc is fairly unique, in that the work 

done at the MUHC is sent to a panel of national experts for 

central review. The MUHC lab has performed at the top level, 

consistently matching the quality and concordance results of the 

best hospitals across the country. The lab’s most recent success 

was with a fairly esoteric immunohistochemical test, mutant-

specific BRAF - one of the few select ‘Class II’ IHC  

tests considered to be clinically useful by oncologists. Only a 

handful of the biggest centers in the country do this test, and of 

these centers, our department was one of fewer than a third of 

these centers to receive and un-qualified ‘optimal’ result upon 

expert review.  Excellent work team - keep it up!   

L to R:  Huimin Wang, Sally Ferreira, Melissa Trickey,  
and Alfred Cuellar 

 
Meet Dr. Julie Chepovetsky, our newest member of the Department of 

Pathology who has been recruited as an Assistant Professor at St-Mary’s Hospital as 

of this November. Julie completed a Hematopathology Fellowship (Penn State  

University/Hershey Hospital) and Cytopathology Fellowship (NYU Medical Center) 

following her residency in Anatomic/Clinical Pathology at Mount Sinai Hospital in 

the US.  As a pathologist, Julie’s goals are to build her clinical practice as well as  

pursue some academic work and to help begin a fine needle aspiration service at St. 

Mary's Hospital. In her spare time Julie enjoys skiing, hiking, travelling and yoga.  

Having lived most of her life in New York City, Julie is currently undertaking a brave 

attempt to learn French. She is very excited to be living in Montreal and looking  

forward to experiencing the change of pace, culture, and joie de vivre!  

Dr Eduardo Franco (Associate Member) has received a Lifetime Achievement Award 

from the International Papillomavirus Society, in recognition of his important research contribu-

tions on HPV‐associated diseases. The award (a plaque and certificate) was given at the closing 

ceremony of the 30th International Papillomavirus Conference, in Lisbon, Portugal, on September 

20, 2015. As Chair of the Department of Oncology, Dr. Franco is please to announce that the  

department celebrates 25 years in 2015. To celebrate the occasion, a Symposium on Advances 

 in Cancer Genetics followed by an awards ceremony will be held on Monday, November 30,  

3‐5 pm at the Timmins Amphitheatre (MNI). The Keynote Speaker will be Dr. Todd Golub (MIT and Harvard), 

followed by McGill speakers Will Foulkes and Nada Jabado. Please save the date and bring your colleagues, trainees, 

and fellows. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

http://cpqa.ca
http://www.medicine.mcgill.ca/oncology/news/news_UpcomingEvents.asp
http://www.medicine.mcgill.ca/oncology/news/news_UpcomingEvents.asp


 

 

This past summer, the Department of 
Pathology welcomed two medical  

students from Haiti, Guy Gerard 
Merelan and Myke Andy Saint-Surin, 
to join its team for seven days. Their 
short stay with us was organized by the 
“Medical Student for Haiti MS4H” 
network and was sponsored by the 
Faculty of Medicine at McGill  

University. The goal of this collabora-
tion is to contribute to Haitian medical 
training by involving the students in 
certain medical teaching areas that 
might be lacking back home.  This  

experience gives students the opportu-
nity to share their newly acquired 

knowledge with their peers at the Universite Quisqueya in Haiti. Our guests had the chance to 
explore the different environments of pathology practice, both at St-Mary’s Hospital and at the 
Glen site.  They shadowed pathologists and residents, observing their day-to-day activities, 
including autopsy, specimen grossing and case reviewing.  

At the end of their stay, the students wrote about their experience with us :  
« Notre expérience en pathologie au Glen était très enrichissante pour nous, on a pu voir et comprendre des 
choses que nous avons seulement étudiées dans notre faculté de médecine en Haiti. Les résidents ont été gen-
tils avec nous, Dr Fraser et Dr Dauphin Pierre ont été vraiment chaleureux de nous accueillir et cela nous a 
beaucoup aidé et encouragé à vouloir apprendre beaucoup plus en pathologie. La facilité avec laquelle nous 
avons pu comprendre les notions de base en pathologie a nourri notre amour pour la pathologie et nous incite 
même à vouloir passer beaucoup plus de temps en pathologie pour en savoir beaucoup plus. C'était pour nous 
une très grande opportunité, nous avons beaucoup apprecié cela. On espère pouvoir y retourner l'éte  
prochain » 

I would like to extend my thanks to every staff, resident and administrative/lab personnel, both 
at St-Mary’s & the Glen, who helped me make this possible and successful.  

RESIDENTS’ NEWS 
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DO YOU HAVE A NEWS STORY?  

The McGill Department of Pathology Newsletter is published four times a year.  

It is available by email and on the Department webpage at   

http://www.mcgill.ca/pathology/newsletter  
 

If you would like to submit an article  or  receive the newsletter by email, please  
contact the Editor at carolynna.olha@mcgill.ca 

Deadline for submissions to the Winter issue is January 15, 2016 

 
Tuesday Nov. 24, 2015  
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Does Experimental  

Pathology Matter? 
   

Richard G. Hegele  
MD, PhD, FRCPC 

 

Professor & Chair  

Department of Laboratory  

Medicine and Pathobiology  

University of Toronto  

Chief, Department of Pediatric 

Laboratory Medicine,  

The Hospital for Sick Children 

 

Glen Campus 
Room EM 13509 

Pathology Pathology Pathology    
Scientific Lecture Scientific Lecture Scientific Lecture 

SeriesSeriesSeries   

Medical Students for Hait” by Amal A. AlOdaini  

L to R: Judy Wang, Milene Gonzalez-Verdecia, Linnea 
Duke, Guy Gerard Merelan, Richard Fraser, Myke Andy 
Saint-Surin, and Pylyp Zolotarov  

The first Intraoperative Consultation (IOC) Workshop was introduced to 
the residents on September 14th, 2015. Prepared by Chief resident, Amal 
A. AlOdaini (PGY4), the initial workshop ran smoothly and immediate  
feedback was positive and encouraging. Surveys were distributed to the 
residents and staff asking for more detailed feedback, both positive and 
negative, in the hopes of providing practical and helpful suggestions that 
will guide the next workshop to best meet the trainees' needs and  
expectations. Amal would like to thank Dr. Gao for approaching her and 
encouraging her to share this experience with the rest of the department. 

Intraoperative Consultation Workshop 

http://www.mcgill.ca/pathology/newsletter
mailto:carolynna.olha@mcgill.ca

