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Message from the Chair 

To be an international leader in pathology education 
and research while providing the highest quality of  
diagnostic service.   

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

A s the summer in Montreal 
rolls into “sweltering” mode, the 
academic temperature at the 
McGill Department of Pathology 
has already reached a boiling point. 
 

On the research front, the MUHC 
histopathology research core  
facility, under the leadership of  
Dr. Carolyn Baglole, has officially 
opened for business.  This facility 

is heavily integrated with the MUHC department of pathology 
for all tissue-based research.  At the Departmental Finlayson 
Research Day event, we were honored to have Dr. Robert  
Kurman, one of the world’s leading authorities on  
Gynecological pathology as our keynote speaker. Our residents 
and graduate students also presented 21 high-quality papers and 
ongoing projects; a record high in our department.   
 

Join me in congratulating the winners of this year’s Finlayson 
Day awards: Dr. Louise Rochon, Teacher of the Year, Dr. 
Duc-Vinh Thai, Resident Teacher of the Year, Dr. Amal  
Al-Odaini, Resident of the Year, Pablo Zoroquiain, Best  
Clinical Presentation, Jeffrey Downey, Best Experimental  
Presentation, and Dr. Qing Li, Best Poster Presentation.   
Furthermore, I’d like to highlight the efforts of our research 
committee, chaired by Dr. Alan Spatz, which is currently in  
the process of wisely selecting the winners of this year’s second  
annual departmental research competition, and interviewing 
candidates for the junior research scientist position. 
 
On the education front, we have a number of accomplishments 
that are worth mentioning. Thanks to the enormous efforts 
from our Graduate Studies Program Director, Dr. Edith  

Zorychta, and all of our mentors, the number of graduate  
students has more than doubled to 18 at present.  This  
achievement finally shifts us out of ‘survival’ mode and into 
“thriving’ mode. Congratulations to the six graduates from our 
residency program who successfully passed the Royal College 
exam; Drs. May Chergui, Mojgan Ebrahimi, Elisa Ferreira-
Brega, Margaret Redpath, Khurram Sher and Cristina 
Storoz. We’d also like to welcome four new residents and two 
clinical fellows who will join our program this academic year; 
Drs. Ayesha Baig, Victor Brochu, Melina Janelle, Baharak 
Khadang, Maher Khurdi, and Nathalie Mourad. We also 
hosted our first Resident Alumni Meeting this past June. Under 
the leadership of Dr. Jason Karamchandani, many innovative  
projects are ongoing to ensure that our residency training  
program is on the leading edge in transitioning to the  
competency-based residency training model. 
 

Finally, I’d like to express my gratitude to Francis Girard,  
Carolynna Olha and Aimee Malyk at our AEC, for  
successfully recruiting our new Graduate Studies coordinator, 
Ms. Hua Ling.  Her primary job will be to help administer the 
expanded graduate program, our research program, and support 
the academic endeavors of all pathologists.  Acknowledging the 
rapid expansion of our academic capacity, her help is very much 
needed and will be greatly valued. 
 

Now, given all of our achievements, should we slow down a 
little and let everything settle, or should we enjoy the breeze 
while we continue running? Once we reach our academic  
capacity, sustaining the programs we have built and continuing 
to improve upon them will be a new challenge. I look forward 
to this new challenge and the future successes it will bring to the 
Department of Pathology. 
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Dr. Carolyn Baglole is the Director of Histopathology at the 
McGill University Health Center (MUHC). She is an Associate 
Professor in the Department of Medicine, Division of  
Experimental Medicine at McGill University, and an Associate 
Member in the Department of Pathology. For this edition of 
the newsletter, we asked Dr. Baglole to elaborate, in her own 
words, on her academic background, research interests, and 
the state-of-the-art Histopathology Platform at the MUHC. 
 

How would you describe your academic trajectory and and 

what brought you to McGill? I obtained my MSc in  
Developmental Biology from the University of Prince Edward 
Island (1997) and PhD in Gastrointestinal Physiology/
Pharmacology from the University of Calgary (2002). I then 
did a post-doctoral fellowship in Toxicology/Lung Biology at 
the University of Rochester (NY) between 2002-2006 where I 
was also a Research Assistant Professor from 2006-2010. I 
then joined McGill in 2010 as part of the Meakins-Christie  
Laboratories, renowned for its research on respiratory diseases.  
 

What are your specific research interests? My main  
research interests lie in understanding the cellular and  
molecular pathways that govern the pathogenesis of  
environmental lung disease, and in particular inflammatory 
lung diseases such as chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD), caused primarily by cigarette smoke and air pollution.  
 

Any breakthroughs or recent developments in your  

research that you wish to share? My laboratory has centered 
on understanding how a protein called the aryl hydrocarbon 
receptor (AhR) protects against the deleterious effects of  
cigarette smoke. Prior to my work, the AhR was known mostly 
for its role in mediating the adverse health effects of the  
man-made toxicant dioxin. We have published, however, that 
activation of the AhR by cigarette smoke in fact suppresses 
inflammation and apoptosis - two pathological processes 
known to contribute to the development of COPD.  
 

Can you elaborate on the Histopathology Platform, its  

purpose, and the technology behind it? The purpose of the 
Histopathology Platform is to advance disease research via 
specimen processing to visualize biological structures and mol-
ecules within tissues.  This Platform is equipped with state-of-
the-art instrumentation including the Ventana Discovery Ultra 
and the Arcturus XT laser capture microdissection  
system. 
 

What was your involvement in this important initiative and 

how long did it take to implement? I first became involved as 
Co-Director in 2012 when it was located at the Meakins-
Christie Laboratories on St. Urbain. I took over as Director in 
2015 - shortly after the move to the Glen site.  I would say it 
has taken until recently to have the Platform as a fully  

integrated technology  
platform.  

 

Is this technology platform 

unique to the MUHC or 

was it modeled on an  

established one elsewhere? 
There are other facilities that 
can offer similar histology 
services, but with the  
Histopathology Platform here at the Glen, we aim to go above
-and-beyond standard histological evaluation by providing  
customized services, integrating with the other Technology 
Platforms and linking our Platform users with pathologists.   
By bridging histology with pathology, we envision a  
Histopathology Platform that will help all investigators achieve 
their research goals.  
 

What are the advantages of the Histopathology Platform 

over standard procedures? We offer a wide range of  
standard procedures but will also work closely with  
investigators on optimizing each technique, performing  
custom staining or optimizing protocols, stains, antibodies, etc. 
We stand-behind the quality of our work and strive to ensure 
quick turn-around. We also offer automated services for  
techniques such as immunohistochemistry (IHC) and in situ 
hybridization (ISH) . 
 

What can it offer to support research/researchers?  
In addition, there is equipment for reservation following  
appropriate training and we will work with investigators on 
budgets, etc. for their grants.  
 

How can pathologists contribute to and also benefit from 

this Platform? One vision I have for the Platform is to  
establish important collaborations between pathologists and 
users of the Histopathology Platform. Thus, in addition to the 
Platform services being available for use by pathologists for 
their individual projects, such collaborations benefit not only 
the Platform, but all those involved, including pathologists 
who wish to be more involved in research.  
 

Is there a fee structure? There is a 4-Tier Cost Schedule, with 
MUHC Members benefiting from the lowest prices.  
 

Any final thoughts or comments?  
The Histopathology Platform is here to meet your research 
needs.  Please visit the website (http://rimuhc.ca/web/
research-institute-muhc/histopathology-core-facility) for  
additional information or feel free to contact myself or the 
Platform Manager Fazila Chouilali  for any questions you may 
have at: histopathology.rimuhc@mcgill.ca. 

SPOTLIGHT: Dr. Carolyn Baglole  

http://rimuhc.ca/web/research-institute-muhc/histopathology-core-facility
http://rimuhc.ca/web/research-institute-muhc/histopathology-core-facility
mailto:histopathology.rimuhc@mcgill.ca
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Thanks to the successes of our graduate 

teaching and training programs, the Faculty 

of Medicine has recognized our need for a 

second administrative position to handle 

the extensive workload.  Hua Ling has 

joined our department to coordinate the 

Graduate Studies Program, Postdoctoral 

Fellows and Science teaching.  This is a 

particularly busy time as the number of graduate students has  

doubled in the past two years, and we are increasing the number 

and scope of our graduate courses, including teaching 400 upper 

level Science students.  Hua is looking forward to the challenge. 

We asked Hua for a brief biography and a few comments about 

her new role in administration.  Here is her reply: 
 

“Walking into this position a month ago with mixed feelings of  

excitement and anxiousness, I kept asking myself: where shall I go 

from here? What are the strengths that I will bring to my position 

as a Student Affairs Coordinator?  
 

My life experience helped to give me the answers. 
  

I was born in China, the third child of four in my family. After 

losing two of their young daughters, my parents decided to have a 

doctor in their family. I was lucky enough to make their dream 

come true. I earned my medical degree from the best medical 

schools in China; Peking Union Medical College and the Chinese 

Academy of Medical Science.  After finishing four years of resident 

training in the Department of Pathology at North Sichuan Medical 

College, I decided to continue my graduate studies in medical  

science. While working as a lecturer teaching Pathology courses to 

medical students, I had the opportunity to work as a visiting  

scholar in an excellent molecular virology laboratory at the Fox 

Chase Cancer Center in Philadelphia, where I studied the  

pathogenesis of hepatitis viruses. This experience triggered my 

strong desire to pursue a doctorate in medical research, which I 

then obtained from the Department of Experimental Surgery at 

McGill, followed by postdoctoral training and subsequent work as 

a senior research scientist at the Clinical Research Institute of 

Montreal. Working with graduate students and their research  

committees in Pathology will be particularly enjoyable, and allow 

me to continue my involvement in the research community. 
 

When I think of McGill University, what impresses me the most 

and inspires me to immerse myself in learning and research has 

been the creativity of the learning environment and the excellent 

resources. I am passionate about being able to help all of our 

young students and scholars to become acquainted with McGill, 

and to benefit from all it has to offer. I believe that my academic 

knowledge and life experience as an international student and 

scholar, will greatly assist our diverse group of students at both the 

undergraduate and graduate levels, and our postgraduate trainees.  

My goal is to have each and every one of them walk through their  

program smoothly, feel at home and achieve their goals in life.” 

Welcome Hua Ling ! 

Welcome Event for New and Returning Pathology Residents 

On July 4th, the McGill Anatomical Pathology (AP) had the  

pleasure of welcoming four new residents to the program: Drs 

Ayesha Baig, Victor Brochu, Mélina Janelle and Baharak Khadang. 

These talented residents join a highly diverse and skilled group of 

17 residents. Following an introduction of the new residents, an 

extensive, interesting and important presentation about the pro-

gram was given by the program directors, Drs. Jason  

Karamchandani and Van-Hung Nguyen, and the chief residents, 

Drs. Duc-Vinh Thai and Pylyp Zolotarov. The session included an 

explanation of resident duties, a demonstration of orientation doc-

uments, a discussion of the importance of balancing residency and 

personal life, and many more topics. Other trainees that will be joining our program this year include a gastrointestinal fellow, Dr. 

Nathalie Mourad, and two Sherbrooke PGY-4 residents, Drs. Eugènia 

Ducharne and Luis Vilera. 

This welcome event was followed by an informal get-together for the 

McGill AP residents at Quartier Perse on July 15th. This was an initiative 

of the AP program to promote resident collegiality and recreation outside 

of work. Delicious Persian salads and grilled meats were served through-

out the night. The event was bursting with laughter and joy, and it was 

overflowing with tasteful wine. Furthermore, to celebrate Dr Kyrie 

Wang’s pregnancy (due in August), the residents collected money for her gift which was presented to her that night. 

Residents’ News 

Back L to R: Drs. Jason Karamchandani, Van-Hung Nguyen, Pylyp Zolotarov, 

Martin Chevrier, Victor Brochu, Sarah-Jeanne Pilon, Mélina Janelle, Katherine 

Lach, Linnea Duke, Duc-Vinh Thai, Lara Richer, and Luis Vilera;  

Front L to R: Eileen Grenier, Drs. Lifeng Gu, Baharak Khadang, Ayesha Baig, 

Zari Dastani, Livia Florianova, Milene Gonzalez-Verdecia, Eugènia Ducharne, 

Sabine Dauphin-Pierre, and Gurdip Singh Tamber 
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This year’s Finlayson Research Day took place on Friday, June 

17, 2016 at the traditional Faculty Club venue.  The Finlayson 

Memorial Lecture was given by Dr. Robert Kurman, a world-

leading histopathologist in the field of Gynecologic Pathology 

from Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine in Balti-

more, Maryland. Finlayson Day showcased six research projects 

and 15 poster presentations involving McGill trainees in both 

the Residency and Graduate Studies programs. The research  

presentations, divided into experimental and clinical, were 

chaired by Dr. Edith Zorychta and Dr. Jason Karamchandani, 

respectively.  

After being given careful consideration by a panel of judges, 

prizes are awarded for Best Research Presentation and Best 

Poster in both clinical and experimental categories.  
 

The department would like to express our gratitude to Dr.  

Zorychta and Dr. Karamchandani for organizing the event, to 

our photographer  Joan O’Malley, and to Isabel and Eileen for 

their assistance in coordinating the activities throughout the 

day. We’d also like to acknowledge all of the speakers and  

members who participated at this year’s event and recognize the 

efforts of the wonderful staff at the Faculty Club. 

 

Keynote speaker, Dr. Robert Kurman with Dr. Zu-hua Gao 

Teacher of the Year, Dr. Louise Rochon,  
with Chief Resident, Dr. Duc-Vinh Thai and  Dr. Zu-hua Gao 

Resident Teacher of the Year: Dr. Duc-Vinh Thai 
with Dr. Zu-hua Gao 

Best Clinical Presentation:  
Pablo Zoroquiain 

Best Experimental Presentation: 
 Jeffrey Downey 

Best Poster:  
Qing Li 


