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Sample questions for your departmental program adviser 

Departmental program advisers are one of the most important components of successful degree 
planning.  They have the most current information about your program of study, extracurricular 
opportunities that relate to your program and they can provide you with important guidance if you 
plan to study away during any part of your degree.  You are strongly encouraged to meet with your 
departmental program advisers during their office hours or by appointment. You can locate each of 
your departmental program adviser(s) using the following link: 
(http://www.mcgill.ca/oasis/ba/departmental/adviser/).   
 
You may not be required to see your adviser each semester, but you do need to stay in regular contact 
with them throughout the course of your undergraduate degree.  Their role is to assist you with the 
timely completion of program requirements and to assess the completion of these requirements at 
the time of graduation.   The following list of questions may help to guide your conversation with your 
departmental program adviser.  
 
What programs does the department offer? Major Concentration, Minor Concentration, Honours, 
Joint Honours? 
What academic strengths do you need to achieve success in your programs? 
Have I taken any courses that can apply to any of these programs? 
Are there specific prerequisites required for this program of study? 
Is there a CGPA or GPA requirement? 
What courses are required to complete the program of study I have selected? 
Are there elective courses that would complement this program? 
Are there study away, internships or research opportunities you would recommend?  
What is the average class size?  
Am I able to access any course outlines for this program before classes start?  
Have graduates of your program continued their studies or entered the workforce? 
What types of employment have your graduates secured? 
Are there any outside activities that might benefit my studies in this program? 
How did you enter this field? 
Where did you complete your studies? 
What do you find most interesting about this field? 
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