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Another academic year is a few weeks from officially ending. Though impending 
exams still cast long shadows for many of you, we’d like to be the first to 
congratulate you on the completion of yet another semester of classes here at McGill. 
And while the winter weather stubbornly sticks around, it’s time to start thinking 
about summer plans, and the effects they may have on your immigration status in 
Canada. 
 

 
 
Before hunkering down for exams, we’d like you to take a careful look at this 
newsletter, particularly if your immigration documents are set to expire in the near 
future. We’ve also included some important words on the International Health 
Insurance (IHI) plans, the Post-Graduation Work Permit program and keeping in touch 
with ISS over the summer months. 
  

-Traveling over the summer? 
-International Health Insurance (IHI) coverage  
-Renewing your Immigration Documents—CAQ and Study Permit 
-Working on-campus, and off-campus 
-The Post Graduation Work Permit Program (PGWP) 
-Need a job? ISS is recruiting! 
-Filing Income Taxes in Canada 
-Stay in touch over the summer 
-We want to hear from you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Traveling over the summer? 
After several months of studies and the long summer break 
fast approaching, many of you are planning to take a break 
from our great city to visit friends and family abroad.    
 
Preparing your immigration documents is very important in 
ensuring a worry-free vacation and a successful re-entry into 
Canada. Please verify that your Passport, CAQ, Study Permit 

and Entry Visa (if applicable) are all valid and do not expire during your travels. 
  
We recommend that in addition to your valid immigration documents, you print a 
proof-of enrollment letter from Minerva, which confirms that you are registered at 
McGill for this, and the following, academic year. 
 
International Health Insurance (IHI) coverage  
First and foremost, if you were a newly admitted student in the Winter Term then you 

should immediately confirm your International Health Insurance (IHI) on Minerva 

(under the Student tab) and pick up your health card at Service Point, if you haven’t 

done so already. 

If you’re traveling abroad over the summer please keep in mind that International 

Health Insurance (IHI) coverage extends only to include emergencies (covered at the 

Quebec rate) for plan holders while traveling outside of Canada. However, if you are 

participating in an internship program related to your program of study and need 

additional coverage, please visit our website for more information on extended 

coverage. 

Renewing your Immigration Documents—CAQ and Study Permit 
Whether you’re traveling abroad or not, maintaining valid immigration documents is 
essential to your continued studies at McGill. Allowing your documents to expire 
without renewing them could result in serious consequences from immigration 
officials and McGill University. 
 
Please refer to our website for detailed instructions on renewing immigration 
documents, or better yet, schedule a one-on-one appointment with one of our 
international student advisors by calling ISS at 514-398-4349. 
 
Renewal of both CAQ and Study Permits can be renewed online: 
 

 Certificate of Acceptance from Quebec (CAQ): 
http://www.immigration-quebec.gouv.qc.ca/en/forms/search-title/dca-studies.html 
 

 Study Permit:  
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/e-services/index.asp 

http://www.mcgill.ca/student-records/conf-reg/
http://www.mcgill.ca/internationalstudents/request-extended-international-health-insurance
http://www.mcgill.ca/internationalstudents/immigration/obtaindocuments/
http://www.immigration-quebec.gouv.qc.ca/en/forms/search-title/dca-studies.html
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/e-services/index.asp


  
If you’ve already submitted a Study Permit or Work Permit application and are curious 
about the processing delays please consult the CIC Processing Times. 
 
Working on-campus, and off-campus: 
As an international student with a valid CAQ and Study Permit, you are eligible to 
begin working on-campus from the day classes begin. However, if you would like to 
work anywhere outside of the McGill campus then you must obtain an Off-Campus 
Work Permit. One of the essential requirements of the Off-Campus Work Permit is 
that you have studied full-time, and in satisfactory standing, for 6 out of the past 12 
months. New international students that began their studies in September have been 
eligible to apply for OCWPs since March 1st, 2011. For detailed instructions on 
applying for an OCWP please consult our website.  
 
Although students are restricted to working a maximum of 20 hours/week during the 
academic term, students can engage in full-time employment during the summer 
(provided they are not enrolled in the Summer Term). 
 
The Post Graduation Work Permit Program (PGWP) 

  
Students who have completed a degree from McGill may apply for a Post Graduation 
Work Permit valid for a maximum period of 3 years. The application for the Work 
Permit must be made within 90 days of the completion of the degree, and the 
student’s Study Permit must be valid when the application is submitted. Students 
cannot begin the application process until their final grades have been issued, 
however they are not required to wait for convocation to begin the process. No formal 
job offer is required to apply for the PGWP.  
 
The PGWP application can be completed online or via a paper application and is 
normally processed in 1-2 months. Students should check the current processing times 
before they decide which way to apply as the delays may vary greatly. Please also be 
advised that PGWP applications can only be submitted from within Canada and that 
students cannot leave Canada while their application is being processed.  
 
Students holding a valid PGWP are eligible for Quebec Medicare. Please contact the 
RAMQ office to determine eligibility: (514) 864-3411 
 
Need a job? ISS is recruiting! 
ISS is currently recruiting candidates for both paid and volunteer positions. For 
information on the positions, job descriptions and application deadlines, please visit 
the Positions Available at ISS section of our website. 
 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/times/temp.asp
http://www.mcgill.ca/internationalstudents/workopportunities/
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/times/temp.asp
http://www.mcgill.ca/internationalstudents/positions-available-iss


Filing Income Taxes in Canada 
International students should file Canadian and Quebec income taxes as you’ll most 
likely receive a tax refund from both governments!  
 
All of the necessary tax forms are now available outside of the ISS office, on the third 
floor of the Brown Building. Step-by-step guides to filing taxes with both Canada and 
Quebec are available under the ‘Financial Information’ section of our website.  
 
Stay in touch over the summer: 
International Student Services is open all summer, and we’re here to assist students 
with their immigration procedures whether they are physically in Montreal or not. 
Please don’t hesitate to call or email us if you need any assistance over the summer. 
If you’re just looking for general information, or want to hear about events and 
announcements catered specifically to international students, then keep an eye on 
our online presence. 
 
New Look Website: 
The ISS homepage recently underwent a major facelift. The new format of the site is 
cleaner, easier on the eyes, and more user-friendly. We hope the new look provides a 
welcoming space for students eager to learn about the immigration process or 
obtaining a work permit. If you haven’t visited us in a while, give us a fresh look! 
 
Social Media 
This past academic year we made significant efforts to reach students via social 
media, and the feedback we’ve received has been overwhelmingly positive. Students 
that follow us on our social media platforms receive updates about events, links to 
relevant articles and important immigration announcements all to their news feeds. 
Friend us on Facebook and follow us on the ISS Twitter page to stay in the loop. 
 
The ISS Blog 

At McGill, From Abroad, The new blog that 
celebrates the lives of McGill’s 7,284 international 
students both on, and off, campus has been up and 
running for several months. Topics covered so far 
have included McGill’s response to the natural 
disasters in Japan, coverage of Montreal’s Nuit 
Blache festival, tips on the city’s ‘Bring-Your-Own’ 
restaurants, and a profile of McGill’s busiest 
international student. 
 
 

Stay tuned in all summer for previews of Montreal’s festival season, thoughts on 
international news stories and tips on living la vie internationale at McGill. 
 
 
 

http://www.mcgill.ca/internationalstudents/financial
http://www.facebook.com/#!/profile.php?id=622285872
http://www.twitter.com/issmcgill
file://file/staff/deptshare3/StuServ/ISS/MIKE/blogs.mcgill.ca/iss
http://blogs.mcgill.ca/iss/2011/03/16/embracing-mcgills-japanese-community/
http://blogs.mcgill.ca/iss/2011/03/16/embracing-mcgills-japanese-community/
http://blogs.mcgill.ca/iss/2011/02/25/staying-up-late-for-montreals-nuit-blanche/
http://blogs.mcgill.ca/iss/2011/02/25/staying-up-late-for-montreals-nuit-blanche/
http://blogs.mcgill.ca/iss/2011/02/09/bring-your-own-something-or-other/
http://blogs.mcgill.ca/iss/2011/02/09/bring-your-own-something-or-other/
http://blogs.mcgill.ca/iss/2011/03/18/meet-a-mcgillian-juhi-sujan/
http://blogs.mcgill.ca/iss/2011/03/18/meet-a-mcgillian-juhi-sujan/


We want to hear from you! 
How can we better serve you? What type of events would you like to see in the 
future? What other kinds of services do you think we should offer?  
 
Any and all feedback is appreciated. You can comment on our services by emailing us 
directly at international.students@mcgill.ca or by approaching your student reps 
(MISN, PGSS, SSMU, MCSS) who can address the issues during our International 
Advisory Committee meetings held each term. 
 

Have a great summer! 
 

International Student Services   Tel: 514-398-4349 
Brown Student Services Building   Fax:  514-398-7352 
3600 McTavish Street     Web: www.mcgill.ca/internationalstudents 
Suite 3215        
 

Follow us on Twitter, Facebook and our Blog! 
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