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Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) 

 
Students in the Ph.D. program pursue original research that makes a significant contribution to the fields of 

Composition, Music Education, Musicology, Music Technology, Sound Recording, and Theory. Seminars, a doctoral 

colloquium, visiting lecturer series, and international conferences provide forums for students from different 

areas to interact by encouraging the critical thinking and fertile exchange of ideas that promote new ways of 

engaging with music through listening, performing, cutting-edge technologies, and analytical methods. 

Opportunities for inter- and cross-disciplinary collaborations exist through the Centre for Interdisciplinary 

Research in Music, Media and Technology; the Institute for the Public Life of Art and Ideas; the Institute for 

Gender, Sexuality, and Feminist Studies; the Performance Department; other departmental links across the 

University and, in the technology areas, with science and industry. Supportive faculty recognized internationally 

as leaders in their respective disciplines mentor students from admission through job placements. Travel funding 

exists for students to present papers at conferences; many students win external scholarships (SSHRC, FRQSC, 

Vanier, Rhodes Scholar, etc.) and national and international awards; students gain valuable pedagogical or 

technological training through teaching and lab assistantships. Graduates pursue careers in academia, industry, 

composition, and various other arts-related fields. 

 

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.); Music — (Composition, Music Education, Musicology, Music    

Technology, Sound Recording, Theory) 

The thesis for the Ph.D. in composition involves the creation of an original large-scale work and research that 

increases our understanding of music and musical processes. Students in music education investigate a broad 

spectrum of critical issues through a variety of quantitative and qualitative methodologies. The Musicology area 

adopts a humanistic orientation that bridges traditional methodologies with new critical approaches. Research in 

Music Technology and Sound Recording can lead to patents, among other outcomes and benefits from unlimited 

technological resources. Theorists engage with all repertoires and analytical methods. 

 

 Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.); Music — Gender and Women's Studies 

This program is open to doctoral students who are interested in cross-disciplinary research that focuses on issues 

centrally related to gender, sexuality, feminist theory, and/or women’s studies. Music requirements are 

augmented by participation in a Research Methods course and a Graduate Feminism Symposium that engages 

with a diverse array of critical and empirical perspectives. The program draws on the resources of the McGill 

Institute for Gender, Sexuality, and Feminist Studies that includes faculty and graduate students from across the 

University. Supporting music faculty has interests in Opera, film studies, aesthetics, theory of performance, and 

popular/jazz studies. 
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