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Master of Arts (M.A.); Music — Music Education (Thesis) (45 credits)

This program provides an opportunity for studio- and classroom-based teachers, and music educators
working in other community settings, to explore current issues in music education and to implement their
own research studies. Seminars develop facility in a breadth of research methodologies and examine
pertinent research developments in different fields, while simultaneously providing opportunities to link with
other departments such as the faculties of Education, Cognitive Psychology, and Physiology. Ties with The
Centre for Interdisciplinary Research in Music, Media, and Technology (CIRMMT), and Teaching and Learning
Services provide a strong supportive network for interdisciplinary and multilingual research. Experienced
faculty publishes regularly in the field’s leading journals in areas such as musical development, music
perception, world and community-based music education, philosophical issues in music education,
performance anxiety, music performance adjudication, technological applications, and the physiological
bases of musical performance. Graduates of the program continue on to doctoral studies and pursue teaching
careers around the world in various settings

Master of Arts (M.A.); Music — Music Technology (Thesis) (45 credits)

The M.A. in Music Technology is the only program of its kind in the world to apply cutting-edge scientific
research to music and music making. Students are accepted from a wide range of musical backgrounds.
Research goals are tied to the work of the area’s five faculty members and include the development of new
and flexible strategies for sound analysis, real-time processing, synthesis and gestural control, instrument
design, melodic pattern recognition, auditory display, music information retrieval, and symbolic manipulation
of formal music representations, as well as the psychoacoustics of musical sounds and structures, among
others. Students’ research is supported by the six laboratories forming the large multidisciplinary research
infrastructure of The Centre for Interdisciplinary Research in Music, Media and Technology (CIRMMT), and
almost unlimited technological resources (e.g., computing power, storage, measuring devices including
several motion-capture systems). The Digital Composition Studio and state-of-the-art recording and acoustic
environments provide opportunities to collaborate with accomplished performers and researchers in other
music disciplines. Graduates hold commercial positions related to media technologies (e.g., gaming and audio
industries) and continue their studies at the doctoral level in preparation for academic careers.

Master of Arts (M.A.); Music — Musicology (Thesis) (45 credits)

This program is for students interested in developing research projects that bridge traditional
methodologies with new critical approaches in musicology. The area’s humanistic orientation emphasizes
the importance of political, social, and literary history, while also encouraging students to develop their
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skills in musical analysis, their sensitivity to different styles and performance practices, and their awareness
of issues in aesthetics. Students receive guidance from leading scholars whose internationally acclaimed
research ranges from medieval and renaissance music to the popular music of today. Collaborations with
students from other areas and the doctoral program in seminars facilitate out-of-the-box thinking;
opportunities to explore interdisciplinary research topics also exist through links with other departments,
the Institute for the Public Life of Art and Ideas, and the Centre for Interdisciplinary Research in Music,
Media, and Technology. The area also provides valuable pedagogical training through teaching
assistantships in undergraduate music history courses. Graduates often continue their studies at the
doctoral level at McGill and other major North American universities; others pursue careers in teaching,
arts management, music business, journalism, and archival curation, among others.

Master of Arts (M.A.); Music — Musicology (Thesis) — Gender and Women's Studies (45 credits)

This program is open to students who qualify for the M.A. in Musicology (thesis option) who are interested in
cross-disciplinary research that focuses on issues centrally related to gender, sexuality, feminist theory, and/or
women’s studies. Musicology requirements are augmented by participation in a Graduate Feminism Symposium
that engages with a diverse array of critical and empirical perspectives. The program draws on the resources of
the McGill Institute for Gender, Sexuality, and Feminist Studies that includes faculty and graduate students from
across the University. Supporting music faculty has interests in opera, film studies, aesthetics, theory of
performance, and popular/jazz studies.

Master of Arts (M.A.); Music — Theory (Thesis) (45 credits)

The M.A. in Theory is for students interested in exploring how specific pieces of music are put together and
how this understanding may be generalized to relate to the way other pieces of music are composed. Music
theory and elective seminars develop expertise in various analytical models and familiarity with the critical
issues that define the discipline as a basis for developing individual research projects. Collaborations with
students from other areas and the doctoral program in seminar discussions facilitate out-of-the-box thinking;
opportunities to explore interdisciplinary research topics in perception and cognition exist through
collaborations with music researchers from the Centre for Interdisciplinary Research in Music, Media and
Technology. The area also provides valuable pedagogical training through teaching assistantships in
undergraduate theory courses. The Faculty has a breadth of experience in early music theory, formal
functions, Schenkerian analysis, mathematical models, theories of rhythm and meter, serialism, and popular
music analysis. Graduates have been accepted into doctoral programs at McGill, Yale, Eastman, Harvard,
Columbia, Oxford, and Cambridge, among others.

Master of Arts (M.A.); Music — Theory (Thesis) — Gender and Women's Studies (45 credits)

This program is open to students who qualify for the M.A. in Theory (thesis option) who are interested in
cross-disciplinary research that focuses on issues centrally related to gender, sexuality, feminist theory,
and/or women’s studies. Theory requirements are augmented by participation in a Graduate Feminism
Symposium that engages with a diverse array of critical and empirical perspectives. The program draws on
the resources of the McGill Institute for Gender, Sexuality, and Feminist Studies that includes faculty and
graduate students from across the University.
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Master of Arts (M.A.): Music — Music Education (Non-Thesis) (45 credits),

Master of Arts (M.A.); Music — Musicology (Non-Thesis) (45 credits), and

Master of Arts (M.A.); Music — Theory (Non-Thesis) (45 credits)

This course-based program has options in music education, musicology, and theory. Seminars provide
breadth of disciplinary knowledge and understanding of research methodologies and critical issues. Expertise
in two areas is developed through two written papers. Students receive guidance from leading scholars
whose internationally acclaimed research covers a broad spectrum of topics central to each discipline.
Collaborations with students from other areas and the doctoral program in seminars facilitate out-of-the-box
thinking.

The option in Music Education provides an opportunity for studio-, classroom-, and community-based music
educators to read, understand, and apply research studies in different fields to their own practices.

The option in Musicology is for students interested in a humanistic orientation to topics in music history and
musicology that bridges traditional methodologies with new critical approaches.

The option in Theory develops skill with different analytical models and the ways in which they may be used
to explore how specific pieces of music are put together.

Some graduates continue to doctoral studies; others pursue careers in teaching, arts management, music
business, journalism, and librarianship, among others.
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