
 
For Immediate release  

THE LANGUAGE OF LANDSCAPES 
Chamber Music by Coulthard and Vaughan Williams 

 
Montreal, November 13, 2008 – The CBC/McGill Concert Series celebrates the music of one 
of Canada’s foremost women composers Jean Coulthard (1908-2000) and the great British 
composer Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) at 2 p.m. on Sunday, November 23 at McGill 
University’s Pollack Hall. Violinists Jonathan Crow and Mark Fewer, violist Douglas 
McNabney, cellist Elizabeth Dolin, and pianist Paul Stewart will perform a programme of 
chamber music to mark the 100th anniversary of Coulthard’s birth and the 50th anniversary of the 
death of Vaughan Williams. 
 
Jean Coulthard and Ralph Vaughan Williams (who crossed paths as student and teacher 
respectively) were both profoundly inspired by the natural environments which surrounded them: 
in Coulthard’s case it was primarily the west coast of Canada; for Vaughan Williams it was the 
English countryside. Each developed a personal language capable of translating the elements of 
landscape—flora and fauna, shadow and light, distance and space—into music, and this 
‘language of landscape’ became a distinctive feature in the work of both composers. 
 
From the poetic world of The Lark Ascending by Vaughan Williams (in its original scoring for 
violin and piano) to the horrors of a war-torn battlefield in Coulthard’s String Quartet No. 2: 
Threnody, this concert presents some of these composers’ most evocative pieces of chamber 
music. Some of the scenes depicted are literal, as in the rarely-performed piano miniature The 
Lake in the Mountains (from Vaughan Williams’ film score for 49th Parallel). In other works like 
Coulthard’s impressionistic Cello Sonata and Vaughan Williams’ pastoral String Quartet No. 1 
in G Minor the influence of landscape is not explicit, but its presence can be strongly felt 
nonetheless. 
 
All five of the musicians performing in this concert are well known to Montreal audience 
members and CBC listeners across Canada. Jonathan Crow, Mark Fewer, Douglas McNabney, 
and Elizabeth Dolin all teach at McGill University’s Schulich School of Music; Paul Stewart is a 
professor at the Université de Montréal’s Faculty of Music. 
 
Pollack Hall is located at 555 Sherbrooke Street West. All tickets can be purchased at the 
Pollack Hall Box Office, weekdays from noon to 6 pm or one hour prior to each concert.  Tickets 
are $15 (students and seniors $10), price includes taxes and service charges.  They are also 
available at Admission outlets (where service charges apply). Admission: 514.790.1245 or visit 
www.admission.com.  
 
For more information on this concert as well as on the entire season, please call 514.398.4547 
or visit www.cbc.ca/montreal. 
 
This concert was conceived and is produced by Scott Tresham for broadcast on Sunday 
Afternoon in Concert on CBC Radio 2. Kelly Rice is the artistic director and co-ordinating 
producer of the CBC/McGill Concert Series. 
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