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Université de Montréal Big Band & McGill Jazz Orchestra I 

together in support of Centraide 

November 23, 2009 - Pollack Hall 
  
 For immediate release 
 
Montreal, November 17, 2009 – University Big Bands from both sides of the mountain will join forces in a concert in 

support of the 2009 Centraide Campaign on Monday, November 23
rd

 at 7:30 p.m. in Pollack Hall.  Tickets are $10 and 

are available at the Pollack Hall Box Office, Monday through Friday, from 12:00 (noon) to 6:00 p.m. and one hour 

before the performance.  Information and Box Office: (514) 398-4547. Proceeds from the concert will be donated to the 

2009 Centraide Campaign. 

 

This concert is recorded for broadcast on Wednesday, 30 December and Thursday, 31 December on Radio Noon, heard 

weekdays at 12:00 p.m. on  CBC Radio One (88.5 FM in Montreal). It will also be found on Concerts on Demand (www. 

cbc.ca/radio2/cod/). This double-header features the Université de Montréal Big Band, under the direction of renowned 

trumpet player Ron Di Lauro and the McGill Jazz Orchestra 1, directed by saxophonist Gordon Foote. Both bands 

will be showcased separately and later in the program will join forces for what promises to be a bold and brassy Big 

Band extravaganza. 

 

Both McGill and the Université de Montréal mount annual campaigns in support of Centraide. Don McLean, Dean of the 

Schulich School of Music and Pierre Chenard, Registrar of l’Université de Montréal  are the respective university chairs 

of the 2009 Centraide Campaign. 

 

Université de Montréal Big Band: 

 
The Université de Montréal Big Band is made up of some twenty musicians who passionately and energetically explore a 

repertoire of jazz classics by the great composers and arrangers, as well as Latin music, fusion, and contemporary jazz. 

The many Gold distinctions and the Couleur Jazz Prize (2006) awarded to the ensemble at the JazzFest des Jeunes du 

Québec, as well as its participation in the International Association for Jazz Education’s annual conference in 2008, 

brilliantly bear witness to the talent of these young musicians and their leader, renowned trumpet player Ron Di Lauro. 

Over the last few years, the Big Band has been joined in concert by pianists Oliver Jones and Lorraine Desmarais, 

composer Michel Legrand, saxophonist Rémi Bolduc, and artists Gregory Charles, Carol Welsman and Ginette Reno.  

Their first CD, recorded in 2008, has recently been released.  

 
Ron Di Lauro, director 

 
Working in a wide-ranging repertoire that includes classical, jazz, pop, World Music, and Klezmer, Ron Di Lauro is one 

of Quebec’s most active trumpet players. He has accompanied such artists as Dizzy Gillespie, Aretha Franklin, Tony 

Bennett, Michel Legrand, Oliver Jones, Vic Vogel, Ginette Reno, Maureen Forrester, Petula Clark, Céline Dion, Barry 

Manilow, Frank Sinatra Jr., Gino Vannelli, Michel Pagliaro, Gregory Charles, and Diane Dufresne, to name only a few. 

He has frequently been heard as a soloist with the Orchestre symphonique de Montréal, the Orchestre Métropolitain du 

Grand Montréal, and the Orchestre symphonique de Québec. He has also appeared on several television and radio 

programmes, in musicals, on film scores and in advertising jingles, as well as on more than 300 recordings, most notably 

with the Cirque du Soleil. Music festivals and funding organizations regularly call upon him to act as a jury member or 

lecturer/course leader. At the Université de Montréal’s Faculty of Music, Ron Di Lauro directs the Big Band, and a jazz 

combo. He also teaches jazz trumpet. 
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McGill Jazz Orchestra I 

 
The McGill Jazz Orchestra, directed since 1987 by Gordon Foote, is one of most active and high-profile ensembles of 

the Schulich School of Music at McGill University in Montreal. Recognized as one of the finest university jazz 

ensembles in the world, this exciting group of students is known for its high energy and impeccably tight ensemble 

performance, while at the same time being wonderfully musical, creative and hard swinging. The list of its achievements 

throughout the years is impressive, with regular invitations to international conferences and festivals, including 

appearances at the Guinness Jazz Festival in Cork, Ireland, and the Festival Internacional de Jazz in San Miguel de 

Allende, Mexico. The band has won The Jazz Report Magazine readers poll for best post-secondary school ensemble in 

Canada four times and has released eight compact discs. The most recent disc is entitled Ostinatocious. 

 

The MJO has performed six times at the annual conferences of the International Association for Jazz Education, and 

traveled to France, England, Ireland, and Mexico as well as throughout the United States and Canada.  

 

This is what critics had to say about the band: 

 

“…the hands-down best college jazz ensemble I heard last year was Canada’s McGill University…no one 

could single them out as anything other than a professional working band” Jack Bowers, All About Jazz 

 

“…proof of the excellence of jazz education in Canada.” Geoff Chapman, Toronto Star 

 

“If they come much better than this I simply won’t believe it…McGill gets everything right” Jack Killoch, 

Nothing but Big Bands.  

 

Gordon Foote, director 

 

Gordon Foote is currently Associate Dean at the Schulich School of Music of McGill University, in Montreal, Quebec. 

He is also an Associate Professor in the Jazz Studies Program, where he has served as Chair of the Jazz Area and as 

Chair of the Department of Performance. Gordon has been instrumental in the development and implementation of the 

first undergraduate and graduate university jazz studies programs in Canada. Professor Foote is the coordinator of the 

McGill Jazz Orchestras, and directs McGill Jazz Orchestra I. Under his direction, the ensemble has performed 

throughout the United States, France, England, Ireland, Mexico and Canada. The ensemble has been featured on radio 

and television in Europe and Canada, and has released eight compact discs. 

 
As a saxophonist and clinician Gordon has performed in Canada, Europe and the United States. Gordon has served as the 

Quebec representative to the IAJE, the Director of Education for IAJE Canada and as President of Jazz Canada. His 

studies at the University of Minnesota and the University of North Texas, combined with 31 years of performing and 

teaching experience, leave him as probably the most requested adjudicator, conductor, clinician and jazz 

educator/performer in Canada. 
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