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McGill Symphony and McGill Sinfonietta unite forces  

to perform Schubert and Berlioz on 

April 9 and 10, at 7:30 p.m., Pollack Hall 
 For immediate release 

  
Montreal, March 29, 2010 – Maestro Alexis Hauser will conduct the McGill Symphony Orchestra and McGill Sinfonietta 

on April 9
th

 and 10
th
 in performance of Berlioz’ Les nuits d’été for solo voice and orchestra, Op. 7, featuring mezzo-soprano 

Emma Parkinson and Schubert’s Symphony No. 8, in C major, D. 944,‘The Great’.  This concert is the final concert this season 

for both orchestras and marks the first time that the two ensembles will perform together.  This concert will be presented in 

honour of Lucile Evans and in memory of Dr. Robert Evans.  

 

Berlioz’ Les nuits d'été, Op. 7 (Summer Nights) is a song cycle setting of six poems by Théophile Gauthier. The collection was 

completed in 1841, and initially composed for baritone, contralto, or mezzo-soprano, and piano. The orchestral version of the 

score dates from 1856, and was the first orchestral song cycle ever written. Perhaps Schubert’s finest piece for orchestra, the C 

Major Symphony, D. 944, is also considered one of the composer’s most innovative pieces. The score for this work was found by 

composer Robert Schumann among numerous manuscripts held by Schubert's brother.  Schubert, who composed some 600 lieder, 

puts great emphasis on melody in this work, which lasts approximately 55 minutes. 

 

Emma Parkinson is currently completing a Masters Degree in Opera Performance at McGill University, under the instruction of 

renowned baritone Sanford Sylvan.  Most recently, Ms. Parkinson was seen as Dinah in Trouble in Tahiti, and Mother Goose in 

Opera McGill’s production of The Rake’s Progress.  Last fall, Parkinson appeared as Nerone in Opera McGill’s production of 

Agrippina. She also appeared in the coveted role of Carmen in La Tragédie de Carmen at the Banff Summer Arts Festival Opera 

as Theatre Program 2009.  In the 2008-2009 season, Ms. Parkinson appeared as Médée in Lully’s Thésée and as Madame de 

Croissy in Poulenc’s Dialogue des Carmélites for Opera McGill, later covering the role of Lucretia in the mainstage production of 

The Rape of Lucretia by Benjamin Britten.  This summer, Ms. Parkinson will perform the role of Stephano in Gounod’s Roméo et 

Juliette at Opera Nuova in Edmonton.  Parkinson is honoured to accept a position in the Atelier Lyrique Young Artist Program at 

the Opera de Montréal next fall. 

 

Lucile Villeneuve Evans, mezzo-soprano, has had a long career as a vocal teacher with her own specialty as a recitalist 

performer, especially in the French repertoire. She joined the voice faculty at the Schulich School of Music of McGill University 

in 1989 where she taught until her retirement in 2009. Her students have enjoyed careers as both performers and teachers, and 

have been engaged at international opera companies, including New York’s Metropolitan Opera, Paris’ Bastille, London’s Covent 

Garden, Milan’s La Scala, Opera Berlin, among others. 

 

Dr. Robert Evans, who passed away in December 2009, imparted his vast knowledge and a passion for diction, linguistics, 

musicology, vocal styles and interpretation to the Schulich School of Music of McGill University where he was a teacher and 

vocal coach from 1989 to 2007. During his distinguished career he performed with such famous artists as Jennie Tourel, Renato 

Capecchi, and Hans Hotter and collaborated with the likes of Francis Poulenc, Ned Rorem, Carlisle Floyd and many other 

renowned composers in preparation of live performances of their works. 

 

Together they coached generations of successful singers including Barbara Daniels, Helene Schneiderman, and Jessica Muirhead. 

The Schulich School of Music, our staff and students, is privileged to have benefited from their many years of exemplary 

teaching. 

 

Tickets are $12 and available at the Box Office (514-398-4547), 555 Sherbrooke Street West, and through Admissions outlets 

(514-790-1245 or 1-800-361-4595). 
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