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Guest artist Menahem Pressler, piano 

March 16-17, 2010, Pollack Hall 
  
 For immediate release 
 
Montreal, February 5, 2010 – Pianist Menahem Pressler will return to the Montreal stage after a very long absence 

from the Montreal music scene, making his appearance at the Schulich School of Music on March 16
th

 and 17
th

, 2010.  

Pressler will give a masterclass on the evening of the 16
th

, followed by a chamber music recital in collaboration with 

faculty of the school and the Cecilia String Quartet on the 17
th

.  Faculty members performing with Pressler are 

Jonathan Crow, violin, Douglas McNabney, viola, Matt Haimovitz, cello, and Ali Yazdanfar, double bass.  The 

concert will be recorded by CBC for broadcast at a future date, and a video montage of his interactions with the Cecilia 

Quartet will be available on the CBC website for on-demand viewing. Menahem Pressler’s presence is made possible 

through the Dorothy Morton Visiting Artist Series fund of the Schulich School of Music as well as through funds donated 

by Yamaha Canada. The masterclass is free to all university music students upon presentation of a student card, and is 

$10 for the outside public.  The concert is $10 for all.  Both events are in Pollack Hall. 

 

Masterclass:   

Tuesday, March 16
th

, 2010  7:30 p.m.  Pollack Hall   $10 general public (music students free) 

 

Concert: 

Wednesday, March 17
th

, 2010 7:30 p.m. Pollack Hall $10 general admission 

 

Works: 

Dvořák:   Piano Quintet in A major, Op. 81 (with the Cecilia Quartet) 

Schubert: Piano Quintet in A major, Op. post. 114, D. 667 “The Trout” (with Schulich Faculty Strings) 

 

Schulich Faculty Strings     Cecilia String Quartet 
Jonathan Crow, violin     Min-Jeong Koh, violin   

Douglas McNabney, viola     Sarah Nematallah, violin 

Matt Haimovitz, cello     Caitlin Boyle, viola 

Ali Yazdanfar, double bass     Rebecca Wenham, cello 

 

About Menahem Pressler: 

 

Menahem Pressler, founding member and pianist of the Beaux Arts Trio, established himself among the world’s most 

distinguished and honored musicians with a career that spans over five decades. Professor Pressler’s world-renowned 

career was launched after he was awarded first prize at the Debussy International Piano Competition in San Francisco in 

1946. This was followed by his successful American debut with the Philadelphia Orchestra under the baton of Maestro 

Eugene Ormandy. Since then, Pressler’s extensive tours of North America and Europe have included performances with 

the orchestras of New York, Chicago, London, Paris, Brussels, Oslo, Helsinki and many others. 

 

In 2007 Menahem Pressler was appointed as an Honorary Fellow of the Jerusalem Academy of Music and Dance in 

recognition of a lifetime of performance and leadership in music. In 2005 Pressler received two additional awards of 

International merit: the German President’s Deutsche Bundesverdienstkreuz (Cross of Merit) First Class, Germany’s 

highest honor, and France’s highest cultural honor, the Commandeur in the Order of Arts and Letters award.  
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Pressler has received honorary doctorates from the University of Nebraska and the North Carolina School of the Arts, 

five Grammy nominations (including one in 2006) a lifetime achievement award from Gramophone magazine, Chamber 

Music America’s Distinguished Service Award, the Gold Medal of Merit from the National Society of Arts and Letters. 

He has been awarded the German Critics “Ehrenurkunde” award, and was elected into the American Academy of Arts 

and Sciences.  

 

Internationally active as soloist and chamber musician, additional honors include England’s Record of the Year Award, 

and Ensemble of the Year from Musical America in 1997. In addition to his busy schedule as a performer, he has given 

master classes in Germany, France, Canada, and Argentina, and continues to serve on the jury of the Van Cliburn, Queen 

Elisabeth, and Artur Rubenstein competitions.  

 

Menahem Pressler’s appeared as pianist of the Beaux Arts Trio in 1955 at the Berkshire Music Festival. This 

collaboration quickly established Pressler’s reputation as one of the world’s most revered chamber musicians. Other 

chamber music collaborations have included multiple performances with the Juilliard, Emerson, Guarneri and Cleveland 

Quartets. In addition to over fifty recordings with the Beaux Arts Trio, Menahem Pressler has compiled over thirty solo 

recordings, ranging from the works of Bach to Ben Haim.  

 

Mr. Pressler fled the Nazis from his hometown of Magdeburg, Germany, in 1938, emigrating to Israel. His life has 

always been completely devoted to his music. 

 

About the Dorothy Morton Visiting Artist Series: 

 

The Dorothy Morton Visiting Artist Series Fund was established to annually invite a pianist of international renown to 

present a public recital and master class at the Schulich School of Music of McGill University. Launched in 2005 by 

Canadian pianist Robert Silverman to honour his former teacher, the goal is to establish a scholarship in Morton's name. 

In the 1940s, Montrealer Dorothy Morton came to McGill to study theory and composition at the Faculty of Music. She 

received her piano and chamber music training at the Conservatoire de musique du Québec, graduating with the Diplôme 

des hautes études. She returned to McGill's Faculty of Music in 1967 as an assistant professor, eventually becoming a 

full professor. Dorothy began teaching as a very young woman, and with her unfailing innate musicality and her intense 

devotion to her students over the past six decades, played an important role in launching the careers of musicians from 

around the world. Dorothy Morton passed away in September 2008.  Previous visiting artists have included Robert 

Silverman, David Breitman, Paul Berkowitz, and Peter Frankl.  In March of 2011, the invited artist will be Gilbert 

Kalish. 

 

Pollack Hall is located at 555 Sherbrooke St. West. Box hours are from noon to 6:00 p.m. Monday to Friday and also 

one hour before performances. 
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Media Contact: Alain Labonté Communications: 514-523-9922 

McGill Contact: Louise Ostiguy, Concerts and Publicity, 514-398-8933 

 

 
 

 
 

 


