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McGill Symphony and McGill Sinfonietta unite forces 
to perform Franz Liszt: Faust Symphony 

on April 7 and 8, at 7:30 p.m., Pollack Hall 
  
 For immediate release 
 
Montreal, March 29, 2011 – Maestro Alexis Hauser will conduct the McGill Symphony Orchestra and 
McGill Sinfonietta on Thursday, April 7th and Friday, April 8th in performance of Franz Liszt’s Faust 
Symphony.  They will be joined onstage by the male members of the McGill University Chorus, François 
Ouimet, director. This concert is the final concert this season for both orchestras and is the second time that 
the two ensembles will perform together. The concert of Friday night will be webcast at 
www.mcgill.ca/music/events/concerts/webcasts. 
 
Franz Liszt’s Faust Symphony is based on a German legend in which Faust, a dissatisfied intellectual, makes 
a deal with the devil, exchanging his soul for unlimited knowledge and worldy pleasures.  Mephistopheles, 
the devil’s representative agrees to serve Faust until he has experienced true happiness, at which point the 
devil will claim his soul. The work’s three movements are Faust, Gretchen, and Mephistopheles and the 
concert will be presented without intermission.  
 
The first movement, Faust, provides a character sketch of Faust himself and is structured as a sonata-allegro 
form.  It is meant to evoke a gloomy Faust, a dreamer in search of knowledge. The second movement is a 
slow, meditative and delicately scored movement, meant to convey Gretchen’s character, while the third is a 
grotesque parody of the first movement.   
 
Liszt composed this work while living in Weimar and working as the Kappellmeister for the Grand Duke of 
Wiemar. It was premiered in its final version in 1857 for the inauguration of a monument dedicated to Goethe 
and Schiller.   
 
Pollack Hall is located at 555 Sherbrooke Street West. 
 
Tickets are $12 and available at the Box Office (514-398-4547), 555 Sherbrooke Street West. The Box office, 
located in the Pollack Hall lobby, is open from 12 noon to 6 pm Monday to Friday, and one hour before each 
performance.  Tickets are also available by phone at 514.398.4547 
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