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The following is a collection of pre-readings for the summer 
months, in preparation for the four core policy courses in the 
fall of 2019. All incoming students, no matter your academic or 
work background, should read these descriptions carefully and 
do the readings appropriate for your own background.



From Christopher Ragan
Professor for Microeconomics for 
Public Policy (PPOL 602)

Some of you will have taken many economics courses and 
may even have degrees in the subject; others will have taken 
few or maybe even no courses in economics. Yet there will be 
useful work for all of you to do in preparation for PPOL 602. 
There are two different parts of establishing a solid foundation 
in economics. One is to understand the ideas and theories; the 
second is to use those ideas to really understand real-world 
phenomena, including the impact of policies. 

For those oF you who have  
little background in economics
Over the summer months, you must acquaint yourself with a 
good introductory economics textbook. “Acquaint” means that 
you should actually read it and think seriously about it. 

My personal favourite book in this category (although I am 
biased!) is: 

Microeconomics (16th Canadian Edition), Pearson Canada, 
by Christopher Ragan

but there are other introductory economics textbooks (including 
non-Canadian ones) by Mankiw, Parkin, Frank and Bernanke, 
Krugman, and others. They all cover similar material in roughly 
similar ways. 

I strongly recommend that you get one of these microeconomics 
textbooks for your personal collection. (In fact, they usually  
come with a sister book in macroeconomics, and that sister  
book will be very useful in the winter term for PPOL 601: also 
taught by me.)

For those oF you with a solid  
background in economics
My experience is that even people who have degrees in 
economics have forgotten most of it after a few years, unless 
they are using those economic concepts on a very frequent  
basis. So even if you think you have a solid background in 
economics, I recommend that you review a good introductory 
textbook. 

For all oF you
Now for using those ideas and theories that you see in the 
textbooks. It is harder to find “popular” books that are  
(1) accurate in their logic and thinking, (2) useful in helping you
to understand the world, and (3) enjoyable to read. Here are
four examples, and I recommend that you read selections from
them all. If you have the time, I am very confident that you
would enjoy reading all of them in their entirety.

Filthy Lucre, by Joseph Heath (Harper Collins 2009).

The Armchair Economist, by Steven Landsburg 
(The Free Press, 1993).

Saving Capitalism, by Robert Reich (Knopf, 2015).

Economics for the Common Good, Jean Tirole 
(Princeton, 2017).

These four books are all “readable” in the sense that they 
are written for “normal” people as opposed to professional 
economists. The book by Heath lays out several right-wing 
myths and left-wing myths about economics, and is likely 
the most readable of the group. The Landsburg book applies 
the logic of economic incentives to explain many real-world 
puzzles. Reich’s book is more polemical, but also has lots  
of analytical insights into some of the key problems with  
today’s dominant economic system. The Tirole book is probably 
the most “academic” of the bunch but is nonetheless a very 
accessible treatment of the “common good” and the many ways 
that economics is useful for society. (It will be used heavily  
in the two MPP economics courses so it is worth purchasing.)



From Pearl Eliadis
Professor for Ethics, Rights, 
and Law (PPOL 604)

Why bother talking about law in a public policy course? We 
are accustomed in countries like Canada to talking about 
“economic policy” and “social policy” in policy development, 
but not “legal policy”. One reason is that law is seen as an 
end-of-pipe exercise, an outcome of or an instrument in the 
public policy process, rather than a fundamental determinant of 
how societies should organize themselves. Law’s rules can be 
written or unwritten, new or ancient, moral or immoral, binding 
or optional. And yet we all recognize them and serve them, one 
way or another.   

Try to identify just one important thing (human, animal, 
inanimate or spiritual) in your life that is not governed by law. 
Come to the first class ready to discuss it.

some readings to help you in your thinking 
(Pick one or two).

Kwame Anthony Appiah: The Honour Code: How Moral 
Revolutions Happen  (London and New York: WW Norton 
and Co., 2010 (Pick any Chapter)

Tom Bingham, The Rule of Law (London, UK: Allen Lane, 
2010), Chapter 1

HLA Hart, The Concept of Law (Oxford University Press, 
1961).  (A classic but hard slogging. Any chapter that 
interests you.)

Ronald Dworkin, Taking Rights Seriously (London UK: 
Duckworth, 1977) (Also a classic, available in several print 
editions. Chapter 2 The Model of Rules I.)

For an introductory overview to orient you on some of the 
topics in the Canadian context related to human rights and 
rights-based approaches to policy see my article “Inscribing 
Charter Values in the Policy Process” (2006) 33 Sup.Ct. Law 
Rev. (2d) 229 (to 236). (PDF attached to this email).



From Ian Peach
Professor for Comparative 
Government Structures  
(PPOL 603)

I would like you to read at least two of the course readings 
for the first week over the course of the summer. First, I 
have a long tradition of giving Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest 
Proposal” to my students to discuss in our first class. I would 
like you to read it over the summer so that, in our first class, 
you can explain to me why you think I want you to read it. 
Secondly, I would like you to read Terry M. Moe and Michael 
Caldwell’s “The Institutional Foundations of Democratic 
Government: A Comparison of Presidential and Parliamentary 
Systems.” Journal of Institutional and Theoretical Economics 
(JITE) / Zeitschrift Für Die Gesamte Staatswissenschaft, vol. 150, 
no. 1, 1994, pp. 171–195. (Both readings are attached to this 
email.)

Over the summer, I would also like you to keep track of political 
news in Canada, the United States, Britain, and around the 
world and think about what insight Moe and Caldwell’s paper 
gives you about how these events are playing out in the political 
culture of each country and what some appropriate resolutions 
to the issues might be. In the spring of 2019, we have 
controversies about “political interference” in the prosecutorial 
process in Canada, tense relations between the President and 
Congress in the United States, as well as the Mueller report on 
the 2016 U.S. election, and the ongoing question of Britain’s exit 
from the European Union in the United Kingdom. What do these 
events tell you about the policy process in each country and 
about the relationship between the legislative branch of 
government, the elected executive, and the appointed executive 
branch (the civil service)? 

You might also find it interesting to read Don Lenihan’s article 
for National Newswatch on reforming Cabinet government 
– https://www.nationalnewswatch.com/2019/03/25/
fixing-cabinet-government-is-something-all-progressives-
should-support-in-2019/.  I look forward to discussing your 
observations with you at our first class of the fall.



From Mayssun El-Attar Vilalta 
Professor for Analytical  
Methods for Policy Evaluation 
(PPOL 605)

This course aims to introduce students to the use of key 
methods of quantitative policy analysis. The course covers the 
basics of simple and multiple regression for cross-sectional 
data, as well as some further methods more specifically geared 
at policy evaluation, like instrumental variables, regression 
discontinuity, and difference in differences. The course will 
provide students with a solid set of tools to address empirical 
questions. Students will also gain experience in applying these 
tools to real data using statistical software (Stata). Finally, 
students will gain a sufficient awareness of basic quantitative 
techniques to be able to understand the presentation of 
empirical results in academic articles and professional reports, 
and to critically appraise their usefulness and appropriateness. 
While we will cover some technical material, the focus of the 
course will be on applications, on the intuition of the methods 
we discuss, and on the interpretation of results.

We will start the course by reviewing some essential 
background material in probability. It would be useful for 
students to prepare by reviewing this during the summer. I 
suggest reading Appendix B of the textbook by Wooldridge (see 
below).

In addition, the article “The Mystery of the Vanishing Benefits: 
An Introduction to Impact Evaluation” by Martin Ravallion 
provides an intuitive introduction to the pros and cons of several 
methods of policy evaluation, and will give students a useful 
preview, as well as background as we progress through the 
course. (Article is attached to this email.)

recommended readings 
The following textbooks are useful, and it would be very good 
to peruse them during the summer. The first is the main course 
textbook. 

Wooldridge, J.M. (2013), Introductory Econometrics:  
A Modern Approach 5th Edition, South-Western Cengage 
Learning, Mason.

Angrist J. D. and Pischke J.F. (2015), Mastering ‘Metrics:  
The Path from Cause to Effect.
This book covers key econometric tools for policy analysis 
using up to date, real-world examples. It is rigorous but 
easy to read, and uses only elementary statistics.

Angrist J.D. and Pischke J.S. (2009),  
Mostly Harmless Econometrics: An Empiricist’s Companion, 
Princeton University Press, New Jersey.

Cameron A.C. and Trivedi P.K. (2010), Microeconometrics 
Using Stata, Stata Press.  
This book integrates the discussion of econometric tools 
with their implementation in Stata, and provides a useful 
body of data sets and codes in Stata.


