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My name is Christopher McGuire and I am from Smiths 
Falls, Ontario. Coming from a rural background, the 
Bioresource engineering field satisfies my interests in 
agriculture and rural development.   

This summer I was interested in working in an agricultural 
engineering office and expanding my French language 
skills. I was offered an internship at Les Consultants Yves 
Choinière (CYC) to help the engineers in the office with their projects. I worked out of the office in 
Ange-Gardien.  The company strives to be the leader in the field of agricultural buildings.  The team 
has designed and built agricultural research facilities as close as Lennoxville and McGill and as far 
as the University of Saskatchewan.  The office is able to complete all aspects of an agricultural 
building project from feasibility studies, governmental applications, cost estimates and floor plans 
and layouts to site inspections, and final building inspections.  The firm also builds manure storage 
facilities, septic systems, composters, biodigesters and some commercial projects including an ice 
rink. 

The job consisted of two main parts, site visits and office work.  Once the call comes into the office 
for a job the engineer assigned the file will go over the needs of the customer and their preferences. 
During the site visit a land survey is taken of all the relevant characteristics of the property and 
surrounding properties where the project will take place. The data returns to the office where it is 
used to create maps on Autocad for zoning and ensure adequate buffers are left between the project 
to satisfy municipal and provincial laws. After it is approved by government plans begin on the 
structure. 

On top of aiding in the engineering processes I was also asked to do research for the more 
innovative projects in the office such as projects involving biodigesters. My favourite parts of the 
job were the site visits and the research.  This summer the job sites ranged from St-Jerome to 
Hudson to Victoriaville so I got to see a large part of Quebec in order to get to the job site.  It was 
also satisfying to see the many hours of office work translate into something tangible on the job site.  
The research aspect of the job was satisfying because it was all about taking ideas and converting 
them into operational on farm systems.   

The benefits to my internship were three fold.  The French language skills and practical experience 
in an engineering office were great benefits.  A third benefit was the networking opportunities that 
presented themselves by attending a technical conference with Yves. 

I would highly recommend an internship with CYC to any Bioresource engineering student.  The 
office provided a supportive, productive environment to develop on the job skills.  They are 

prepared to educate undergraduates during their internship so that they can leave 
prepared to work in an engineering office upon graduation.      

 

 


