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Canadian Food Inspection Agency

• Created in 1997 by the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency Act 

• Reporting to the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-
Food

• CFIA delivers inspection and quarantine programs 
related to foods, plants and animals in 18 regions 
and 160 field offices across Canada.

• Approximately 6500 professionals work for the CFIA 
in a wide range of scientific, technical, operational 
and administrative positions. 



3

Science and regulation... working 
together for Canadians

Our Vision: To excel as a science-based regulator, 
trusted and respected by Canadians and the 
international community.

Our Mission: Dedicated to safeguarding food, 
animals and plants, which enhances the health and 
well-being of Canada's people, environment and 
economy.
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Promoting science-based regulation

The CFIA is Canada’s largest science-based 
regulatory agency. 

The system applies rigorous standards to regulate and 
monitor food, to prevent the introduction and spread 
of pests and diseases of plants, animals and their 
products and to eradicate or control those pests and 
diseases as required. 

CFIA scientists provide specialized laboratory testing, 
research, and expert scientific advice to Agency 
staff. They develop new technology needed to 
support the Agency’s activities. This includes 
partnerships with universities, federal and provincial 
government departments, and private sector 
researchers.
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Promoting science-based regulation…

A network of laboratories across the country assists in 
investigating consumer concerns, and analyzing pest and 
disease survey results. More than 869,000 tests and analyses 
are performed in CFIA laboratories annually to verify that food 
safety, animal health and plant protection and quality standards 
are met. An additional 113,000 tests are done under contract 
by accredited private labs.

CFIA scientists conduct risk assessments of diseases and pests 
that have been, or could be, introduced into Canada and that 
could threaten its plants and animals.

The CFIA is involved in setting national standards for 
laboratories, and participates in multilateral efforts to set 
international laboratory standards for animal health and plant 
protection.
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BIOSECURITY: Be Aware and Declare

http://www.beaware.gc.ca/english/toce.shtml

All undeclared food, plants, animals, and related products 
brought into Canada by travellers are potential threats to 
the health of Canadians and Canada’s environment. Many 
different kinds of items can introduce foreign threats into 
Canada.

These include things as diverse as:

 foods, such as sausages, potatoes and fruit, 

 homemade articles, such as feather boas, or items made 
from plants or wood, 

 live birds, and 

 plant cuttings from family gardens 

http://www.beaware.gc.ca/video/wmv/cfia4/CFIA4E.asx�
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BIOSECURITY: Be Aware and Declare

 In 2003, it was estimated that the annual loss of revenue caused by invasive 

alien species in Canada could amount to $35 billion.

 Animals and animal products can carry diseases, such as avian influenza and 

foot-and-mouth disease. An outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease could close 

export markets for Canadian cattle, swine, sheep and other livestock species. 

Border closures could last for months and the economic losses could be 

measured in the billions of dollars.

 Even a single incident can pose a serious risk to our plant and animal health. 

This in turn can endanger our food supply, the agricultural sector, the 

economy, the environment—and even human health.



8

Security from threats to Canada's food supply 
and agricultural and forestry resource base

Agency surveillance and inspection programs are 
designed to detect the presence of hazards in food, 
animals and plants and their products, and provide 
an early warning for problems whether they are 
accidental or intentional. 

In addition, stringent border controls, enhanced 
surveillance and early detection activities, and 
increased laboratory capacity enable the CFIA to 
rapidly identify disease agents or substances 
associated with agro-terrorism, tampering and 
vandalism.
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Regulating Biotechnology 

The regulation of biotechnology is a shared 
responsibility in the federal government. The CFIA 
regulates biotechnology-derived products, including 
novel plants, livestock feeds, fertilizers, and 
veterinary biologics. 

Through the Agency’s safety assessment process, 
new agricultural products are evaluated for efficacy 
and for safety for animals, the environment and 
human handling.

Health Canada is responsible for assessing the safety 
of all new foods, including those derived from 
biotechnology.
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Protecting Canada's plants and animals

The CFIA works with Canada’s importers and 
producers of fish, plants and animals, helping to 
protect these commodities from diseases and pests. 

Animal diseases can wipe out entire herds while an 
infestation of something as small as a beetle or 
fungus can destroy our forests or crops.

If a new alien pest is found, they impose quarantine 
and other control measures to restrict spread or 
eradicate the pest. They also inspect and assess 
imports of plants, plant products and soil to prevent 
the entry of pests that could affect Canada’s plant 
resource base and market access. 
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Invasive Alien Species

The Invasive Alien Species (IAS) Section was created  
within the Plant Health Division of the CFIA Plant 
Protection Program in the Programs Branch.

The IAS section implements the CFIA's component of 
An Invasive Alien Species Strategy for Canada

The IAS section implements a science-based, 
regulatory program that protects Canada's wild and 
cultured plant resources from invasive plants and 
plant pests. 

It implements measures to prevent and control the 
spread and impact of invasive alien plants and plant 
pests in a manner consistent with international rules 
and agreements. 

http://merlin.inspection.gc.ca/tech/extsite.asp?url=http://www.cbin.ec.gc.ca/issues/ias.cfm?lang=e�


12

Invasive Alien Species
The Budget Plan 2005 provided $85M 

over five years to fund strategic 
investments to minimize the risk of 
invasive alien animal and plant 
species damaging our environment 
and economy.  

.  Under the leadership of Environment 
Canada, four interdepartmental 
thematic working groups were charged 
with the development of an overall 
invasive alien species strategy for 
Canada 

• Terrestrial Plants, 

• Terrestrial Animals, and 

• Aquatic Organisms. 

Sudden Oak Death
Phytophthora ramorum

Emerald Ash Borer
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Dangers of not 
adhering to 
regulations to limit 
dissemination of 
invasive pests

Moving firewood, even 
just a few kilometres 
away,
can spread invasive 
insects and diseases to 
our forests.
Buy it locally. Burn it on 
site. Never bring it back 
home.
For more information call 
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IAS Immediate Program Outcomes

• Prevention - prevent the entry of new invasive plants 
and plant pests 

• Early detection - new invasive plants and plant pests 
are detected quickly 

• Response planning - respond to new invasive plants 
and plant pests 

• Engagement - increase cooperation and awareness 
amongst stakeholders 
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IAS Long Term Program Outcomes

• Control the entry of invasive plants and plant pests 
• Control the domestic spread of invasive plants and 

plant pests 
• Comply with federal acts, regulations and policies 

working interdepartmentally with Environment 
Canada, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Natural 
Resources Canada - Canadian Forest Service, 
Health Canada, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 
Canada Border Services Agency and Public Safety 
and Emergency Preparedness Canada

http://merlin.inspection.gc.ca/tech/extsite.asp?url=http://www.ec.gc.ca/envhome.html�
http://merlin.inspection.gc.ca/tech/extsite.asp?url=http://www.ec.gc.ca/envhome.html�
http://merlin.inspection.gc.ca/tech/extsite.asp?url=http://www.agr.gc.ca/index_e.php�
http://merlin.inspection.gc.ca/tech/extsite.asp?url=http://www.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/inter/index_e.html�
http://merlin.inspection.gc.ca/tech/extsite.asp?url=http://www.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/inter/index_e.html�
http://merlin.inspection.gc.ca/tech/extsite.asp?url=http://nrcan.gc.ca/cfs/index_e.html�
http://merlin.inspection.gc.ca/tech/extsite.asp?url=http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/index_e.html�
http://merlin.inspection.gc.ca/tech/extsite.asp?url=http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/home-accueil_e.htm�
http://merlin.inspection.gc.ca/tech/extsite.asp?url=http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/menu-e.html�
http://merlin.inspection.gc.ca/tech/extsite.asp?url=http://www.psepc-sppcc.gc.ca/index-en.asp�
http://merlin.inspection.gc.ca/tech/extsite.asp?url=http://www.psepc-sppcc.gc.ca/index-en.asp�
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Plant Pest Surveillance

The Plant Health Surveillance Unit is responsible for 
planning, coordinating, and administering the 
national survey program. 

Forest, Horticulture, Grains & Field Crops, Potatoes
• The survey unit also plays a lead role in the design 

of new surveys 
• refinement of ongoing survey techniques and tools 

as new methodologies develop
• the development of information systems to collect, 

organize, and store survey data and mapping of 
regulated pest distributions.
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Surveys Conducted in 2006 for;

Forests 

Asian Longhorned Beetle, Emerald Ash Borer, European Wood Wasp,

Invasive Alien Forest Pest, North American Gypsy Moth, Phytophthora ramorum, 

Brown Spruce Longhorned Beetle, Pine Shoot Beetle, Hemlock Woolly Adelgid,

Horticulture

Plum Pox Virus, Blueberry Scorch Virus, Swede Midge, Oriental Fruit Moth,

Japanese Beetle, Chrysanthemum White Rust, Blueberry Maggot, Apple Maggot,

Golden Twin Spot, Grapevine Phytoplasma, Apple Ermine Moth, 

Apple Clearwing Moth, Leek Moth, Variegated Golden Tortrix

Cereal Grains and Field Crops

Cereal Leaf Beetle, Woolly Cupgrass, Alfalfa Snout Beetle, 

Soybean Cyst Nematode, Potatoes Survey

Potato

Potato Wart, Golden Nematode 
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CFIA Mandated to Uphold Various Federal Acts

The Agency is responsible for the administration and 
enforcement of the Agriculture and Agri-Food 

Administrative Monetary Penalties Act Canada Agricultural Products Act

Feeds Act Fertilizers Act

Fish Inspection Act Health of Animals Act

Meat Inspection Act Plant Breeders’ Rights Act

Plant Protection Act Seeds Act

All Acts can be found on the Department of Justice Website; http://laws.justice.gc.ca



19

CFIA Acts and Regulations

Department of Justice http://laws.justice.gc.caCFIA Acts & Regs http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/reg/rege.shtml
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Regulated Plant 
Pests and Pathogens

These are plant 
pests or pathogens 
that are either not 
present in Canada 
or they are in 
known regulated 
areas within 
Canada.
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CFIA Policy Directives

Policy directives are 
applied to particular 
commodities and/or 
pest and pathogens 
with specific 
regulations 
pertaining to the 
export or import of 
commodities in 
support of the Acts 
and Regulations 
enforced by the 
CFIA 
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D-Memo D-01-01 Phytophthora ramorum
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Plant and Plant Product
Import Permits

Import permits are required for a vast 
number of animal, plant, food 
commodities including micro-organisms 
such as Plant pathogens

For both research and commercial uses

Plant Health Import Permit Application
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/plaveg/oper/appdeme.shtml#2

Plant Health Import Unit
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/plaveg/internat/importe.shtml
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Animal Biosecurity

Canada's approach to animal biosecurity

 Animal biosecurity is a shared responsibility. Everyone who comes into contact 

with animals must do his or her part.

 Industries, governments, researchers and the animal health community in 

Canada are continually working together to:

 raise awareness of animal biosecurity; 

 support the development of new approaches; and 

 develop standards to promote broad consistency. 

 Nationally, animal biosecurity is led by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency's 

(CFIA) Office of Animal Biosecurity. The office is responsible for developing 

standards, protocols and strategies for livestock, poultry and aquaculture 

production.

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/animae.shtml
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Federally Reportable Animal Diseases in Canada - 2009

African Horse Sickness Fowl Typhoid

African Swine Fever Lumpy Skin Disease

Anaplasmosis Newcastle Disease

Anthrax Notifiable Avian Influenza

Bluetongue Peste des petits ruminants

Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy Pseudorabies (Aujeszky's Disease)

Bovine Tuberculosis Pullorum Disease

Brucellosis Rift Valley Fever

Chronic Wasting Disease Rinderpest

Classical Swine Fever (Hog Cholera) Scrapie

Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia Sheep and Goat Pox

Contagious Equine Metritis Swine Vesicular Disease

Cysticercosis Trichinellosis

Equine Piroplasmosis Venezuelan Equine Encephalomyelitis

Foot and Mouth Disease Vesicular Stomatitis

Email notification of changes to disease list and updates available at 
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/util/listserv/listasube.shtml?con

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/disemala/africequin/africequine.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/africporc/africporce.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/lumpderm/lumpderme.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/anaplasmos/anaplase.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/newcastle/newcastlee.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/disemala/anthchar/anthchare.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/disemala/avflu/avflue.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/blufie/blufiee.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/petrumin/petrumine.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/bseesb/bseesbindexe.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/aujesz/aujeszkye.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/disemala/tuber/tubere.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/rift/rifte.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/cwdmdc/cwdmdce.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/rinpes/rinpese.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/classporc/classporce.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/scrtre/scrtree.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/bovinepleuro/bovinepleuroe.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/poxovi/poxovie.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/disemala/equinmet/equinmete.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/swives/swivese.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/disemala/bovinecyst/bovinecyste.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/disemala/trich/triche.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/disemala/venezuela/venezuelae.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/disemala/fmdfa/fmdfae.shtml�
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/heasan/disemala/vssv/vssve.shtml�
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Animal and Animal Product Imports

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/for/pdf/c1493e.pdf

Import permit requests for animal pathogens will 
require the applicant to fill out a facility checklist for 
either Level 2 or 3 containment depending on what 
they import.
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