
Linguistics 631. Phonology 3 Fall 2015

Tues, Thurs 11:35 AM–12:55 PM, Linguistics 117 Penfield 212

Instructors Morgan Sonderegger Michael Wagner
morgan.sonderegger@mcgill.ca chael@mcgill.ca
1085 Dr. Penfield, 227 1085 Dr. Penfield, 322
Office hours: By appt Office hours: By appt

1 Course Goals

Things you should get out of this course:

• Know standard representations of phonological knowledge.

• Problem-solving with phonological means: Apply basic formalisms (ordered rules, constraint aggrega-
tion) to account for data, and evaluating whether a phonological account captures the generalization
as intended.

• Get an understanding of how representations and formalisms fit together in an overall model of phonol-
ogy, and how it relates to phonetics and syntax.

• Devise different methodologies of hypothesis testing (constructing arguments to support hypotheses
from existing language descriptions, eliciting data, arguing based on experimental data, interpreting
patterns of variability).

• Evaluate research articles: Distill the main insights, identify further predictions they make, criticize
flaws in the argumentation, and formulate what would be the next research questions if one where to
follow up on this research.

2 Prerequisites

Permission of the instructors. We assume that you have had some exposure to phonology and phonetics
at an undergraduate level. If you have not, you may need to do background reading in some areas (see
below).

3 McGill Policy Statements

Course Work in French: In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this
course have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.

Integrity: McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the mean-
ing and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct
and Disciplinary Procedures (see www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information).

Copyright: Instructor generated course materials (e.g., handouts, notes, summaries, exam questions, etc.)
are protected by law and may not be copied or distributed in any form or in any medium without explicit
permission of the instructor. Note that infringements of copyright can be subject to follow up by the
University under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures.

4 Logistics

Electronic logistics:

• The course site is hosted on Piazza (http://piazza.com/mcgill.ca/fall2015/ling631).

http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
http://piazza.com/mcgill.ca/fall2015/ling631


• Please include “LING 631” in the subject line of emails to the instructors.

Materials: Readings will be made available electronically. If you have not taken undergraduate-level courses
in phonetics and phonology (especially the latter), you may need to supplement the readings with sections
from relevant textbooks, such as:

• Ladefoged and Johnson (2014), A Course in Phonetics

• Zsiga (2012), The sounds of language: an introduction to phonetics and phonology

• Hayes (2011), Introductory Phonology

• Odden (2005), Introducing Phonology

We are happy to help with suggested readings on request.

Lunch: Feel free to bring a lunch to class.

5 Evaluation

Discussion leadership and recording (10%):

• Most class meetings will consist primarily of discussions of required reading for the day.

• In most class meetings, discussion will be led by one student, and notes taken on the discussion by a
different student. These student-led meetings are marked with “SL” below.

• The discussion leader and note-taker will be chosen randomly at the beginning of each class.

• After a day’s class, the leader and note-taker are responsible for adding to an annotated bibliography
and a document containing summaries of all discussions.

• Sometimes, there will be different readings assigned to two subgroups, these sessions are marked “SL-
split”. For these sessions, each group will read about one view, and then one representative each will
be picked out to present the view in class.

Participation (20%):

• All students are expected to engage in each day’s discussion, and contribute to the group’s understand-
ing of the material.

• This entails doing all required readings, marked with ** below. Other readings are optional, but we
recommend at least skimming them (especially if they are on a topic that interests you).

• Ask questions whenever you like, and don’t be afraid to ask something that seems trivial.

5 homework assignments (50%)

• Collaboration on homeworks is permitted and encouraged. However, you must write up your solution
completely independently, and must list the names of any collaborators on your writeup.

• Homeworks must be typewritten. Their presentation should be polished, including use of phonetic
fonts (such as SIL Doulos or TIPA) and properly-typeset OT tableaux. We recommend using LaTeX,
but this is not required.

• The homeworks can be turned in at any time on the due date.

Final project (20%)

• The final project is to carry out either a critical review of 1–2 papers or a comparative review of about
4–5 papers.

• In either case, the set of papers should be related in the sense of addressing relatively similar questions
(such as the Mielke and Flemming articles about features).

• The review must involve evaluating and engaging with the arguments of the papers, and should be
about 5 pages single-spaced.

• The papers should be on an area you are particularly interested in or want to learn more about. If you
don’t have such an area, we’ll supply example groupings of articles that we know can work.

• Timeline:
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– Part of HW 5 will be choosing a set of papers to write about and formulating a plan (200–400
words). You’re welcome to meet with us to figure this out.

– Final draft due (electronically): Dec 10

6 Course schedule (subject to change)

Weeks 1–3: Rule-based Phonology and Optimality Theory

• Sep 8: Introduction

• Sep 10: Rules 1 ** Kenstowicz and Kisseberth (1979) Ch. 2

• Sep 15 (SL): Rules 2 ** Kenstowicz and Kisseberth (1979) Ch. 3 pp. 45–62, Ch. 8 pp. 331–339

• Sep 17 (SL): Conspiracies and output constraints ** Kisseberth (1970); ** McCarthy (2011, Ch 1,
1–28)

– HW 1 out

• Sep 22: Basics of OT ** McCarthy (2011) Ch. 2 pp. 30–72

• Sep 24 (SL): Basics of OT ** McCarthy (2011) Ch. 2 pp. 72–95

– HW 1 due; HW 2 out

Week 4: Process Interaction

• Sep 29 (SL): Conspiracies revisited ** Kiparsky (1973) pp. 75–82

• Oct 1: (SL) Types of process interactions, opacity ** Bakovic (2011)

– HW 2 due

Week 5: Contrast

• Oct 6 (SL): Phonemes, allophones, contrast ** Steriade (2007)

• Oct 8 (SL): Intermediate phonological relationships ** Hall (2013) (excerpt TBA)

Week 6: Features and Natural Classes

• Oct 13: (SL) Feature theories ** Mielke (2012a); **Hall (2007)

• Oct 15: (SL-split) Natural classes **Flemming (2005); **Mielke (2012b) (prepare for one of them)

– HW 3: out

Week 7: Nonlinear phonology

• Oct 20 (SL): Autosegmental representations and tone ** Goldsmith (1990) Introduction, Ch. 1

• Oct 22 (SL): Assimilation ** Ohala (1990) (pp. 258–275), plus responses (pp. 276–282)

– HW 3: due

Week 8: Word-level prosody

• Oct 27: (SL–split) The syllable ** Zec (2007); And alternatives: Intervals: **Steriade (2012) &
**Hirsch (2013); Phonetic weight: **Gordon (2004) (Everyone should read Zec and one other)

• Oct 29: (SL) The foot **Hammond (2011); Hyde (2011);
Praat exercise (not SL): The iambic-trochaic law

– HW 4: out
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Weeks 9–10: Variability I, phonetics and phonology

• Nov 3: (SL) Phonological variation ** Coetzee and Pater (2011), TBA

• Nov 5: Modeling phonological variation ** Hayes and Wilson (2008) (excerpt TBA)

– HW 4: due

• Nov 10: Practicum (modeling variability), catch-up

– HW 5: out

• Nov 12: (SL) Phonetically-based phonology ** Flemming (2001) (excerpt TBA), Hayes and Steriade
(2004)

Week 11: Higher-level prosody & the syntax-phonology interface

• Nov 17: (SL) Prosodic words and cyclicity ** Bermudez-Otero (2011)

– HW 5: due

• Nov 19: Intonation ** Gussenhoven (2004) pp. 49–70, 296–320

Week 12: Variability II: Prosodic variability

• Nov 24: Phonological planning and sandhi phenomena Levelt (1999), TBA

• Nov 26: (SL) Phrase-level planning and intonational phrasing ** Wheeldon (2012), TBA

Week 13: catch-up, presentations

• Dec 1: TBA

• Dec 3: Student presentations

Dec 10: Final project due
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