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“Nothing endures but change.” -  Heraclitus 
(540 BC - 480 BC), from Diogenes Laertius, 
Lives of Eminent Philosophers

The Library has had a remarkable 
year. We built our strategic plan 
for 2009-10 with a number of 

important goals: “to continue our client 
emphasis, enrich our real and virtual 
collections, ensure the facilities provided 
match needs identified, develop improved 
products and services, improve access to 
and use of the website and search interfaces, 
think and act strategically, make things 
easier for everyone, for ourselves and our 
clients, focus on efficiency and effectiveness, 
collaborate with others and abandon some 
activities” www.mcgill.ca/library/library-
about/general/. I believe we have made great 
strides to meet these goals over the past year 
and I wish to thank each and every one of 
you for your efforts. 

A brief survey of just a few of our successes 
over the last year reveals true team efforts. 
Staff across the entire Library system have 
worked tirelessly to support the teaching 
initiatives of our faculty and ensure that 
any item owned by the Library (electronic 
or print), from any course reading list (a 
reserve reading list, a syllabus handed to 
a Liaison Librarian or a printed course 
pack) is linked in our Expanded Course 
Reserve Service. This has been a winning 
situation for all involved: our students who 
benefit from having quick, easy access to 
all course readings licensed by the Library 
from anywhere, and through enhanced 
relationships with our faculty. The 
Expanded Course Reserve initiative is now 
fully operational at all branches and the 
service has been very well received by the 
McGill community. In fact, I presented an 
Expanded Course Reserves update at Senate 
on December 8th to a round of heartfelt 
applause.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF LIBRARIES

Far left: Professor Martin Kreiswirth 
(Dean, Graduate and Postdoctoral 
Studies) and Interim Director of 
Libraries Diane Koen celebrate the 
launch of Blackader-Lauterman & HSSL 
PHD room with staff and students 
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A group of dedicated librarians, in 
collaboration with Teaching and Learning 
Services and Graduate and Postdoctoral 
Studies, developed a research skills/
information fluency program targeted at 
graduate students in 2009-10. The tailored 
MyResearch program was delivered to 
hundreds of graduate students from 78 
McGill programs. The program was reviewed 
and modified over the summer to ensure 
larger take-up in the 2010/11 academic 
year. This model so impressed a program 
director in the Faculty of Arts, that it is now 
being modified by a team of Librarians in the 
Humanities and Social Sciences Library to 
support our undergraduate students. Bravo to 
all involved.

Our Library Technology Services and 
Collections Services teams have done a 
sterling job in ensuring our expanding 
electronic resources (now over 2,000,000 
ebooks, over 25,000 etheses and 69,000 
journals) are accessible through a variety 
of access points (WorldCat Local, 
eScholarship@McGill, our rich and growing 
digitized collections and of course through 
Aleph). Access is key. New solutions and 
processes introduced by LTS and Collection 
Services staff are making a real difference 
in the huge task of enabling access to the 
material we purchase.

As we look back on the year, we should all be 
proud of the Library’s ranking in The Globe 
and Mail’s Annual Canadian University 
Report, released in October 2010. Once again, 
McGill Library ranked first. 

Thank you for your support over the past year. 
It was a privilege working with you in my role 
as Interim Director of Libraries. Please join 
me in welcoming our new Dean of Libraries, 
Colleen Cook. I know she will continue the 
tradition of service and excellence here at 
McGill Library and we all look forward to her 
arrival. 

Have a safe and very happy holiday with 
family and friends.

 
Library Matters @ McGill

The Library Matters @ McGill newsletter, 

brought to you by the you-never-heard-

it-from-us editors, seeks to exchange 

and encourage ideas, innovations and 

information from McGill Library staff at all 

levels.

 The newsletter is published bimonthly. 

The latest issue, as well as an archive of past 

issues, can be found at http://www.mcgill.

ca/library/library-about/pubs/newsletter/.

 We welcome your contributions. The 

deadline for submissions is the first day of 

the issue month. Send your input to the you-

never-heard-it-from-us editorial team:

Jennifer Garland, jennifer.garland@mcgill.ca

Merika Ramundo, merika.ramundo@mcgill.ca

Jayne Watson-Sévigny, 

jayne.watson-sevigny@mcgill.ca

FROM THE DIRECTOR - CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

issn 1920-9851 

Fun Facts, Trivia, 
Quotes

Did you know that you can 
borrow an Abacus from the 
Schulich Library? It has not been 
loaned out since November 1997. 
So come on down, be the first 
in over 10 years to borrow the 
abacus!In our last issue, on page 3 

we featured an article about 
Open Access Week 2010. Eric 
Lewis was listed as a panelist 
from the Faculty of Music and 
Jonathan Wild was listed as 
a panelist from Philosophy 
when the reverse is actually 
the case. Library Matters 
apologizes for the error. 

Schulich abacus
Photo Credit: Jayne Watson Sévigny

Library Matters 
Bids Farewell to

 Louisa Piatti 
& Joel natanblut

Our end-of-the-year issue 
marks a final hurrah for two 
members of our you-never-
heard -it-from-us editorial 
team. Louisa Piatti has been 
part of the Library Matters 
team since its inception in 
2005 and has been invaluable 
in her role as editor and 
contributor.  In August 2008, 
Joel Natanblut joined the LM 
team. His skills in design and 
knowledge of the technical 
requirements raised the bar 
for LM.
 
We wish them both the 
best of luck in their future 
endeavours and hope to 
hear from them soon as 
contributors!

CORRECTION

http://www.mcgill.ca/library/library-about/pubs/newsletter/
http://www.mcgill.ca/library/library-about/pubs/newsletter/
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“Getting To Know You” 

has undergone a bit 

of a face lift! Our new 

column “Proust & You” will still allow 

us to get acquainted with our colleagues, 

but this time,  the questions come from 

the Proust questionnaire. If Vanity Fair 

& The Actor’s Studio can do it, then so 

can we! We will feature 2-3 profiles per 

issue. Please contact the LM editors to 

participate.

ANAÏS SALAMON 
Head Librarian, Islamic  Studies Library

WHAT HISTORICAL FIGURE DO 
YOU MOST IDENTIFY WITH? Henri 
Curiel (1914-1978), left-wing political 
(mainly anti-colonial) activist.

WHICH LIVING PERSON DO YOU 
MOST ADMIRE? Amira Hass (Left-
wing Israeli journalist who lived until 2009 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories: 
Ramallah and Gaza).
 
WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE 
FICTIONAL HERO? Jean Valjean (Les 
Miserables, Victor Hugo).

WHO ARE YOUR REAL-LIFE 
HEROES? Anyone committed to his/her 
dreams, opinions, etc...

WHAT IS YOUR 
MOST TREASURED 
POSSESSION? Memories 
of travels.

WHEN AND 
WHERE WERE YOU 
HAPPIEST? Lots of good and less good 
memories from all times, wherever I was. 
Here and now is what would reflect best 
my mood.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST OBVIOUS 
CHARACTERISTIC? Probably my 
shyness...

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR 
GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT? 10 
incredible years of traveling in the Middle-
East (Morocco/Yemen/Tunisia/Syria/
Lebanon/Palestine/Egypt/Turkey) with 
my husband.

WHERE WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
LIVE? I love living in Montreal but I 
would definitely enjoy going back to the 
Middle-East.

WHAT IS THE QUALITY YOU 
MOST ADMIRE IN A PERSON? 
Honesty.

WHAT DO YOU VALUE MOST IN 
YOUR FRIENDS? Loyalty.

WHAT IS A NATURAL TALENT 
THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE 
GIFTED WITH? No idea...
 
WHAT IS YOUR MOTTO (WORDS 
YOU LIVE BY OR THAT MEAN A 
LOT TO YOU)? Happiness depends 
upon ourselves (Aristotle).

JILLIAN MILLS
Library Assistant, 

Life Sciences Library

WHAT HISTORICAL 
FIGURE DO YOU 
MOST IDENTIFY 
WITH? Ee, tough... Aphra 

Behn, 17th-century female professional 
writer?  Or maybe Virginia Woolf, Sylvia 
Plath, or Diane Arbus?  John Merrick? Or 
the stegosaurus... yes, that sounds about 
right. 

WHICH LIVING PERSON DO YOU 
MOST ADMIRE?  Tough again!  Of 
the more famous types, Noam Chomsky 
(whom I’ve had the pleasure of sharing 
several elevator rides with), Philip Glass, 
Morrissey, Carol Ann Duffy and Buffy 
Sainte-Marie... But then there’s so many 
people in my daily life I’ve come to admire 
just as much and more through personal 
experience of their  talents, kindness and 
dedication; there’s no ‘most admired’, just a 
lot of admiration.

WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE 
FICTIONAL HERO? Orlando, the 
16th-century adolescent boy who ends up 
a 20th-century adult woman in Virginia 
Woolf ’s novel  by the same name.

WHO ARE YOUR REAL-LIFE 
HEROES? Anyone and everyone who 
puts in a little effort to make someone or 
something else’s life a little better.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST 
TREASURED POSSESSION? My 
compassion and creativity.

WHEN AND WHERE WERE YOU 
HAPPIEST?  Generally, up a tree.  
Specifically, at ‘Walking with the Dinosaurs’ 
last year, tickets to which were my first 
birthday present from my significant other.

cont’d on page 9

Proust & You 
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In the summer of 2009, Schulich Librarians were given an opportunity 

to promote the library and its services by broadcasting slides on LCD 

screens run by the Faculties of Science and Engineering.  This opportunity 

presented a number of challenges and possibilities.  We knew that the 

slides had to market our library and services in a way that was both 

relevant and useful to users.  We were also aware that we had to be 

creative to catch the attention of students and faculty who walk by these 

screens everyday. 

To keep the ideas interesting and relevant, we decided to put together 

a loose narrative based on the adventures of two students, Ira and 

Juliette.  Each month, we publish a new episode based on Ira and Juliette’s 

developing romantic relationship, at the same time highlighting a specific 

library service or policy.  The slides are designed and illustrated using 

PowerPoint – stick figures made it easy for us to do all the design work 

in-house.   

The response has been overwhelmingly positive.  Our slides have become 

highlights on the Science and Engineering LCD rotation of images 

and have been used in presentations to the Faculty of Engineering and 

the McGill Engineering Student Centre as an example of what kind of 

content really makes LCD screens worth looking at. A special thank you 

goes to Rebecca Nicholson for all her help with the illustrations.

TECHNOLOGY

Sticking Out: Using LCD Screens to Market Library Services  
by Deena Yanofsky

Schulich public screen slides promoting the Library’s mobile site

The Computer Finder application (located on the Library web and 
mobile sites) shows how many computer workstations are available 
in the various library branches around campus. Two new sort orders 
have been added to the Computer Finder application on our mobile 
site that will make it even more useful:
Sort computer availability by building: This groups the entries by   
building so that all the entries for the Barton Building are together,  
all the entries for the Bronfman Building are together, etc.
Sort computer availability by proximity. This feature uses the location 
data supplied by the mobile device to sort the entries so that the 
closest building is first, the second-closest building is next, etc. Note 
that the quality of these results is somewhat dependent on the quality 
of the location data provided by the device. Most smart phones use 
the cellular network to determine their geo coordinates. Other devices 
like the iPod touch use the wireless network to determine its location, 
which can be somewhat less accurate. This will be very useful for 
students around campus, and may help them discover library branches 

they never knew existed! 
A big thanks to all the 
librarians who helped out 
with the testing of this new 
service! The building sort 
order on the web version 
of this application will be 
available soon. We also 
took this opportunity to 
refresh the interface of 
the mobile site, moving 
to a 4 x 4 icon grid. This 
modification gives us 
more space to include 
new features and allows us to make the icons larger for ease of use. If 
you have any questions or feedback about these changes, please email 
them to edward.bilodeau@mcgill.ca.

Computer Finder Now Sorts by Building & Proximity 
by Edward Bilodeau
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TECHNOLOGY

What are the most frequently used online journals in my subject 
area? Where do I get the e-resource usage statistics for the required 
survey form? ... If you have asked these questions, then this article 
is for you! A new service called UStat (Ex Libris Usage Statistics) 
has recently been implemented at McGill. It is intended to help 
librarians with their research work or to make informed collection 
development decisions.

UStat was released earlier this year as a free service to all SFX 
customers. The service is hosted in the Ex Libris UStat server, 
which processes requests and generates usage reports by journal, 
database, publisher, platform or subscriber. Because all the 
reports are provided in COUNTER format, they are consistent and 
comparable. The reports can be saved, emailed, printed or even 
converted to PDF format as you like.

Seventeen different COUNTER reports have been defined to 
analyze data on the use of full-text journals, archives, databases, 
e-books and book chapters, among other things. UStat is currently 
able to handle the COUNTER report standards for Journal Report 
1 (Number of Successful Full-Text Article Requests by Month and 
Journal) and Database Report 1 (Total Searches and Sessions by 
Month and Database). 

UStat also supports the SUSHI standard for automated collection 
of COUNTER data from provider websites. Currently all available 
data for 2009 and 2010 has been uploaded to UStat. More data is 
added as it becomes available, and we are also planning to add the 
2008 backfiles.

The user interface is quite friendly and easy to use. The reports, 
with charts and tables, are easy to read. UStat does all the number 
crunching necessary to provide a clear, unambiguous picture of how 
our electronic resources are being used. With UStat you can look 
at the big picture for all journals and databases, or you can get a 
different perspective by looking across all publishers or platforms. 
You can even drill down to get detailed usage information on a 
particular journal or database. There are useful filters, sort options 
and several export options built right in. 

Most importantly, you can run the reports yourself anytime when 
you need them and see the reports almost instantaneously! We 
hope you will find it useful and can benefit from this new service. 
We are working with the Collection Development Committee to 
organize staff training, which is being undertaken in the month of 
December. So please stay tuned! 

COUNTER: http://www.projectcounter.org/
SUSHI: http://www.niso.org/workrooms/sushi

UStat at a Glance
by Heather Cai and Adele Toutant

Digitization 
Reproduction

What kind of treasures are being sourced and 
digitized on the 4th floor in the McLennan 

Building? Thanks to Rare Books and Special 
Collections and the Library Digitization Team, LM 
will give you the scoop and feature a digitization 

reproduction per issue.Enjoy! 

ca. 1880. Christmas Card Collection
Rare Books & Special Collections

McGill University Library
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Present

Frank R. Scott Lecture 2011
The Honourable Mr. Justice Morris Fish 

Supreme Court of Canada
Wednesday, February 2, 2011 | 5:30pm | Moot Court

Chancellor Day Hall | 3644 Peel Street

Hugh MacLennan Memorial Lecture 2011 
in partnership with Blue Metropolis Foundation

Kate Pullinger 
Winner, 2009 Governor General’s Literary Award
Thursday, April 28, 2011 | 5:30pm | Leacock 232

RSVP: rsvp.libraries@mcgill.ca
Check our events listing often for updates!

www.mcgill.ca/library

EVENTS - UpcomiNg

Winter 2011
Library Orientation

From January 3- 20, Winter 2011 
Library Orientation initiatives 
will be taking place on both 
campuses. A total of 16 tours, 
and 25 introductory information 
literacy workshops entitled, 

“Getting Started” and “Finding 
the Right Stuff” have  been 
programmed into this semester’s 
offering. Six iCare clinics have 
also been added to the mix 
in order to assist students in 
connecting to McGill resources 
while on campus. Tour goers will 
once again receive free coffee 
coupons and workshop attendees 
will have a chance to win an iPod 
Touch.

For up-to-date information 
regarding Winter 2011 Library 
Orientation activities, follow the 
Library on Facebook and Twitter 
Please encourage Library users to 
do the same!

 http://www.mcgill.ca/ 
 library

 @McGillLib
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EVENTS  - Library EXHibiTS

MusicArtColourScience
By Carolyn Doi

As of December 2010, the Marvin Duchow Music Library has officially 
launched a multimedia exhibit devoted to the exploration of art, colour, 
and science as they intersect with auditory perception, musical composi-
tion, performance and the invention of musical instruments.  The display 
features five separate panels that highlight the richness and variety of 
music collections at McGill.  

Panels one and two give a sense of the range of uses of colour in medi-
eval  and renaissance manuscripts by detailing Hildegarde von Bingen’s 
utilization of coloured staff lines and the practice of rhythmic colouration 
in the early 15th century Lucca Codex.  Italian facsimiles of Florence and 
the Vatican City illustrate the highly ornamented and lavishly decorated 
sacred music of this period.  A rare source for Burgundian dance music is 
one of seven manuscripts on black parchment that is notated and illumi-
nated in gold and silver.

Panel three highlights the compositions and musical aesthetics of twen-
tieth-century composer, Earle Brown.  Brown, a contemporary of John 
Cage and a leading figure of the American avant-garde from the 1950s to 
the late 1990s was heavily influenced by Abstract Expressionist painters, 
particularly Jackson Pollock and Alexander Calder.   The exhibit features 
Brown’s graphic score manuscripts, examples of his  printed scores for 
Available Forms, Calder Pieces, Synergy II and Tracer as well as pictorial 
representations of his performances, sound recordings, and excerpts of 
his theoretical writings.

Panel four is a multimedia collage of the performance and composition 
history of the blues focusing on sub-genres, early rural and urban blues as 
well as blues-influenced jazz, rhythm and blues, and rock and roll.  This 
section emphasizes these multiple strains of the largely oral tradition of 
blues performance through the lens of the history of sound recording.

The final panel surveys the science of sound and colour from the 17th 
through the 20th century by providing an overview of philosophers and 
composers who examined scientific properties and aesthetic aspects 
of the relationships between music and colour.  Many of these men and 
women designed and performed on musical instruments they built to il-
lustrate their theoretical conclusions. The representative works of 
Kircher, Newton, Castel and Krüger are explored.  The fin de siècle Rus-
sian School and the intriguing contribution of American Mary Hallock-
Greenewalt are also featured.

The MusicArtColourScience Exhibit runs from December, 
2010 to April 30, 2011, Marvin Duchow Music Library, 
New Music Building, 3rd floor.

Selected Highlights
Basie, Count. Count Basie Complete 1941-1951 Columbia Record-

ings. Andorra: Definitive Records, 2001. 

The Blues: Traditional Blues From the Heartland. Montreal: St. 

Clair Entertainment Group, 2002.

Brown, Earle. Available Forms, 2: For Large Orchestra, Four Hands 

(98 Players). New York: Associated Music Publishers, 1965.

Brown, Earle. Tracer. New York: Peters, 2008. 

Brown, Earle, and David Arden. Works for Piano(s), 1951-1995. 

San Francisco, CA: New Albion Records, 1996.

Hildegarde, Saint. Lieder: Faksimile Riesencodex (Hs. 2) der 

Hessischen Landesbibliothek Wiesbaden, fol. 466-481v. Elementa 

Musicae, vol. 1. Wiesbaden: L. Reichert Verlag, 1998.

Johnson, Blind Willie. The Complete Blind Willie Johnson. New 

York: Columbia, 1993. 

Joplin, Janis. Janis. New York, NY: Columbia/Legacy, 1993. 

Kellman, Herbert, ed. Chigi codex: Vatican City, Biblioteca 

apostolic Vaticana, MS Chigi C VIII 234. Renaissance Music in 

Facsimile, vol. 22. New York: Garland, 1987.

Nádas, John Louis, and Agostino Ziino, eds. The Lucca Codex: 

codice Mancini: Lucca, Archivio di stato, MS 184. Perugia, Biblio-

teca comunale “Augusta” MS 3065. Ars Nova (Lucca, Italy), vol. 1. 

Lucca: Liberia Musicale Italiana Editrice, 1990.

Smith, Bessie. Bessie Smith: The Complete Recordings. New York, 

NY: Columbia Legacy, 1991. 

Wangermée, Robert, ed.  “Basses danses dites de Marguerite 

d’Autriche, MS. 9085 aus der Bibliotheque Royale Albert Ier, Brux-

elles.”  In Flemish Music and Society in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth 

Centuries. New York: Praeger, 1968.



   library matters @ mcgill                                                                 v olume 6 | issue 6

 8

Islamic Studies | Calligraphy Exhibit Rare Books & Special Collections 
Pulling the Strings: Marionettes and Puppets from the 

Rosalynde Stearn Puppet Collection 

EVENTS  - Library EXHibiTS (coNT’d)
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Proust & You | Jillian Mills (cont’d from page 3)

WHAT IS YOUR MOST OBVIOUS CHARACTERISTIC? Indecisiveness... or maybe my red hair?  Or...

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT?  Singing the solo ‘Younge Child’ (from Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony 
of Carols) with the MIT Women’s  Chorale, as flawless as I could muster, breaking the Chorale’s long-standing curse on that particular piece which 
started with a member’s breakdown just before showtime of it.

WHERE WOULD YOU LIKE TO LIVE? Montreal, by the river, not quite downtown but not too far (say, ~30 min. bikeride), in an apartment 
with  cherub heads in the entranceway... oh, but I already do!

WHAT IS THE QUALITY YOU MOST ADMIRE IN A PERSON? Depth, focus...

WHAT DO YOU VALUE MOST IN YOUR FRIENDS? Openness to trying new tricks (like my vegan baking/cooking, etc.), to teaching me old 
ones (like how to find the other two hidden flutes in Super Mario 3). 

WHAT IS A NATURAL TALENT THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE GIFTED WITH? Emotional flexibility yet consistency.

WHAT IS YOUR MOTTO? Gusty winds may exist (road sign I encountered in New Mexico).  Avoid harm (in other words, be compassionate).

EVENTS  - hallowEEN

We are pleased to 
announce the winners 
of the best Halloween 
costume! They are: Greg 
Houston, Jennifer Innes, 
Laura Kobayashi, 
Joel Natanblut, 
Jillian Mills and 
Rowena Oakes.

Each will receive a 
McGill Bookstore gift 
card for $10. Great job!
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circulating the library

Remembrance Day at McGill

For the second year running, McGill University hosted 
the Royal Canadian Legion Québec Command’s official 
Montreal Remembrance Day ceremony on lower 
campus. Hundreds of people were in attendance and 
once again Library volunteers were out in full force to 
distribute copies of John MacCrae’s In Flander’s Fields 
(pictured below) that is held in the Osler Library of the 
History of Medicine. 

  Photo Credit: Klaus Fiedler

David Edwards (BSc.’69, MSc.’71)
Gift of Lifetime 

by Steven Spodek

The McGill University Library has been the beneficiary of an outstanding act of generosity through the estate of 
the late David Edwards. David, a retired McGill employee, passed away suddenly in April 2008 at the age of 59.

According to his brother, John Edwards, it was while working on his Bachelor of Science degree at McGill that 
David caught the “computer bug”. Upon graduation, David accepted an offer to join McGill’s Computer Systems 
Department. He immediately became part of the MUSIC (McGill 
University System for Interactive Computing) group. This project and 
his colleagues in the group became the cornerstones of his life for 
the next 30 years. After retiring from McGill in 2005, David continued 
to pursue his programming and related research work on computer 
operating systems. Unfortunately he passed away at a young age.

A decision was taken to allocate the proceeds of the estate to the 
McGill Library after careful consultation with members of the Edwards 
family, the Provost’s office, the Office of the Director of Libraries, and 
the Planned Giving and Bequest office at McGill. The gift will be used 
to create The David Edwards Seminar Room and The David Edwards 
Endowment for Digitization. Through this act of generosity, McGill 
University Library will provide scholars from across the campus and 
around the world a new and inviting learning space and create exciting 
research opportunities and a lasting legacy honouring a longstanding 
member of  the McGill community.

  David Edwards
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facilities update 

changes at Howard ross

The Howard Ross  Library of Management 
is under renovation. As of January 2011, the 
following Management collections and 
services may be found here:

Bronfman Building, Room 425
  • Information Desk
  • Reserve loans
  • Laptop loans
  • Bloomberg & Datastream   
        terminals
  • Recently received journals
  • Reference materials

Humanities & Social Sciences Library
4th Floor

  • Regular loan books
  • Bound journals
  • Annual reports in print

Howard Ross Library staff will have 
a temporary home with their HSSL 
colleagues on the main floor of the 
McLennan Library Building.

management.library@mcgill.ca
514-398-4690

HSSL PHD ROOM LAUNCH

Top: Joyce Whiting takes a McGill 
student on a tour of the PHD 
Room while guests of the launch 
look around

 Left: Bruna Ceccolini and SSMU 
VP Univeristy Affairs Joshua 
Abaki 

Below (from L - R): 
Anaïs Salamon, Juanita Jara 
de Sumar, Professor Martin 
Kreiswirth (Dean, Graduate and 
Postdoctoral Studies & Associate 
Provost - Graduate Education 
and Amy Buckland

MCLENNAN CLOSED 
STORAGE NOW ACCESSIBLE

We are happy to report that the former 
McLennan’s Closed Storage area 
has been transformed into a closed 
storage area for Rare Books and 
Special Collections and is now in use 
again.  The area located below the new 
Service Point & Welcome Centre, was 
temporarily inaccessible over the course 
of several months due to renovation 
work within the building.  Shelving has 
been reinstalled and materials has been 
brought up from the Redpath Library 
Building basement and re-shelved.  
These materials were previously listed 
in the catalogue as “unavailable” and 
include McGill theses and older serials.  
Access is through the staff of Rare 
Books and Special Collections.
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facilities update - Grad study space

Wanted: Quiet, well-lit spaces to conduct 
graduate-level research

By Tamarah Feder 
from The McGill Reporter , used with permission, originally posted December 1, 2010

Over the last little while, the McGill libraries team has been working on meeting the growing demand for areas 
where graduate students can be closer to their library research tools and where they can hold small study groups 
and seminars. “New spaces have been opening up, and others have been renovated as part of a program to enhance 
facilities, collections and other services for McGill graduate students,” said Diane Koen, Director of Libraries (Interim).

Koen recognizes that McGill’s graduate students represent a big part of the constituency served by McGill Libraries 
and that there is growing need for the kind of environments that are vital to facilitating their research.

“When renovation and expansions are planned, we work hard to 
integrate additional reserved environments that are dedicated for 
use by our graduate students. We strive to provide bright and secure 
space for our students to work on campus, store materials and 
collaborate with others,” Koen said. So, it has been a welcome event 
to announce that a number of new spaces have recently opened up.

The Library recently launched a private “PhD Room” in the 
Humanities and Social Sciences Library, located in the former Cutter 
stacks on the 2nd floor of the Redpath Library Building. The room 
is accessed by a private entrance off the Redpath Terrace, up a 
charming circular staircase. The room is secure, spacious and bright, 
and most important for the students who have secured a spot for a 
year – quiet.

“Response has been so positive that the Library is working with 
the Post Graduate Students Society to determine if their funding 
will support the addition of 30 more seats for PhD students in the 
adjacent room,” said Koen. The first PhD Room was the brainchild 
of the former Trenholme Director of Libraries, Janine Schmidt, who 
developed the concept in collaboration with Prof. Martin Kreiswirth, 
Associate Provost (Graduate Education).

In addition to launching the PhD Room, the Library celebrated the 
opening of the newly renovated Blackader-Latuerman Collection 
of Architecture and Art in the Humanities and Social Sciences 
Library. As well as improved access to the 100,000 volume collection 
and expanded seating for allstudents, the renovation includes a 
dedicated eight-seat graduate student room for PhD students in the Departments of Architecture, Art History and 
Communication Studies, and Urban Planning.

Recent renovations to the McLennan Library Building in the Humanities and Social Sciences Library have included 
improved perimeter seating on three floors. One-third of the 900-seat upgrade is dedicated to graduate students. 
Other additions and renovations across the library system have brought the total number of dedicated graduate 
student spaces across the thirteen-branch Library to 533.

Above: HSSL PhD Room 
Below: dedicated graduate student study space at 
Blackader-Lauterman
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feature - centraide campaign

 

      by Andrea Miller-Nesbitt

Weeks of organizing and events for McGill’s Centraide campaign have paid off - literally!  This year McGill’s goal was 
to raise $325 000 for Centraide.  The success of the campaign has surpassed everyone’s expectations and McGill has 
raised over $350 000 - 109% of the original goal! Not only that, but participation across McGill has gone up almost 30%.  
This feat would not have been possible without the support of everyone in the Library.

Amy and I enjoyed visiting many of the branches throughout the week of November 15th.  It was a great to meet with 
many of you to talk about Centraide.  We received a lot of positive responses and people seemed especially interested 
in looking at the agency directory to see which organizations receive support from Centraide in their neighbourhoods.  
Thank you to everyone who came out. 

Of course, the Great Coin Challenge was the main event 
held in the Library.  The Coin Challenge alone helped raise 
over $1100 in one week!  Although the competition was 
fierce, in the final hour it was Team J (the Islamic Studies 
Library and the Director’s Office) that took the prize!  They 
will receive a well-earned pizza lunch.  We would like to 
thank the Coin Challenge team leaders, Susan, Steve, 
Merika, and Bruna for all of their help, and especially all of 
you for your participation and generosity.  

Between payroll deductions and one-time donations, 
pledge forms and coin collection, the Library has 
contributed significantly to ensuring that local non-
profit organizations will receive the funding required to 
continue providing their services to the community.   Your 
contributions will be felt by those Montrealers most in need.   

Thank you,

Your Centraide team,
Andrea & Amy

SUCCESS! 

Team J’s Centraide bounty
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FEATURE - An inTERviEw wiTh loUis hoUlE, cbpq’s nEw pREsidEnT
In early November, you were appointed president 
of the CBPQ. Can you tell readers a little bit 
about what the CBPQ does, its’ history and how 
you got involved?  The CBPQ stands for la Corporation 
des bibliothécaires professionnels du Québec. It is the only 
association devoted entirely to professional librarians. In 
order to be a member you must be a professional librarian 
from an accredited school as listed with the American Library 
Association. It doesn’t matter where the librarian is from – he 
or she could work in the public sector, a special library, school, 
university, college or government library – we represent them 
all. Our mission is to promote what professional librarians do 
and to support them through their careers in different ways.  We 
publish a journal, Argus, and a newsletter Corpoclip. One of the 
big things the CBPQ is known for is the job postings. We are 
not the only organization 
that does this but it 
is one service that is 
very important to our 
members. We also provide 
continuing education 
training programs all year 
round. You name it, we 
do it. The workshops are 
in different subject areas 
pertaining to professional 
development for 
librarians like managing, 
information literacy and 
promoting yourself. There 
is always a need to 
improve our skills.

We celebrated our 40th anniversary last year and held some 
promotional events around this to raise awareness. I had been 
giving lectures annually at their conferences for many years and 
was approached to be part of the board a few years ago. My 
goal when joining any association or group, is to be an active 
member. It’s important for me to join a group not just for the 
sake of saying that I am part of a group but to bring something 
to the table. When I was approached, it was an opportunity for 
me to contribute, so for the last 2 ½ years, I have sat on the 
board and the executive committee. This year, I was appointed 
President. The board tries to approach people to join the 
executive who are from different professional backgrounds and 
environments. When I was approached, at first I wasn’t sure….
there is so much work to do. I needed to be sure that I could help 
out. Of course, I am not alone. There are a lot of my friends and 

colleagues on the board and we work together towards the 
same goal. 

According to the CBPQ website, the CBPQ 
represents 700+ members. As president, what is 
your vision for the CBPQ?  There quite a few items on our 

“to do” list. One of our biggest projects this year is to develop 
a marketing plan to promote professional librarians. There is 
a lot of work to do regarding the misconceptions around what 
librarians do and the CBPQ is there to clarify things. We will 
hopefully see the results of this in 2011. The campaign will 
run across the province. To reflect this promotional push, our 
website is being redesigned and our magazine and journal will 
be revamped. We will digitize previous issues as well.

Another objective is to 
increase our membership – 
this is extremely important. 
We have longstanding 
members, retirees and 
younger members. We also 
have two students reps 
on our board form the two 
library schools in Montreal 
but there is always room to 
grow. We are looking into 
the possibility of working 
with other associations to 
provide joint memberships 
and we are working hard 

to connect with schools 
and associations.  On that 
same note, we want to 

develop a “cooperative de service”. We would like to move all 
related associations and groups in the same office space. This 
would help cuts costs, provide better service to our members 
and would allow for us to work more efficiently.  A few of us will 
be doing that together.

What kind of challenges does the CBPQ face? 
Promoting the role of the professional librarian is an ongoing 
challenge. We act as advocates for professional librarians. This 
is a major issue in the public libraries, elementary, high schools, 
CEGEPS and municipalities. A few years ago, there was a big 
investment from the government to push for professional 
librarians in schools. There was an infusion of money and 
only now are we slowly seeing an increase in the number of 
professional librarians being hired to work in those libraries. 

Associate Director Louis Houle is the new face of the CBPQ
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FEATURE - LoUis HoULE conT’d
When we see that places are not hiring professional librarians, 
when the job posting clearly indicates that the skills required 
are that of a professional librarian, we try to voice it. We have to 
constantly present our case. 

A good example of this is an article that was recently published 
in La Presse. The article entitled “Profession: Librarian” 
published on November 13th was part of the promotional 
spread for le Salon du Livre. When I read the article, it was not 
about a professional librarian at all but rather a volunteer in a 
public school library. As I said in the letter I wrote on behalf of 
the CBPQ, we don’t have a problem with the person featured, 
but it was the journalist who did not check facts and mistakenly 
identified the volunteer library worker as a professional librarian. 
The person featured was a mother helping out, which is good – 
we need that kind of work and support in the community, public 
libraries and school libraries. The CBPQ had to react to put the 
facts straight. La Presse did respond by publishing an article on 
November 26 about the great return of the librarian in schools. 
These are the kinds of things we have to do….keep repeating 
what it is we do. If we don’t do it, no one will do it. This is why 
our communications plan will be very important this year as 
well. 

A CBPQ member on Twitter mentioned that your 
presidency may very well bring together the “two 
solitudes” of professional librarianship here in 
Quebec. Is there a divide between English and 
French practice in the profession? I know why this 
was referred to in Twitter. I had mentioned these ideas in my 
speech at the annual general meeting. I said two sentences 
in English to welcome and acknowledge our fellow English 
speaking colleagues and to let them know that we are all in the 
same boat together. I think the English community is slightly 
less aware of what the CBPQ can do. We have a few English 
speaking members. Of course, we are open to both. We are 
trying to bridge the gap through creating opportunities to show 
and tell what we do. English-speaking librarians are joining the 
Special Libraries Association (SLA, Eastern chapter), the Quebec 
Library Association (QLA), and less so the CBPQ. One of my 
goals is to trying to bring people together.  

Along the same lines, since I became a member of the board, 
one of the things I have tried to do is to join the different 
associations in Quebec – QLA, SLA, ASTED, BBP Public Library 
Associations. We are really are all in the same boat, working 
towards similar goals. We started to do this last year with a big 

new conference and about five associations took part. This year 
nine associations participated and more than 1,000 delegates 
attended. It was a huge success. It was better for vendors, 
sponsors…the visibility was better for all involved. 

Do you see this as a huge step for you personally 
and professionally? I didn’t just do this for McGill or for 
me personally…it is to see how far the organization can go. Of 
course, it is more work…for me! It is hard to tell how many 
hours I will devote to this. The position of President is fairly new 
to me. Many meetings and events are outside of working hours 
and it will take up a lot of my extra time. 

Does your presidency impact McGill and the library?
Yes, it does have an impact. If I can make a parallel, at CREPUQ, 
until fairly recently, McGill was seen as a “black sheep” so to 
speak. We were seen as an institution that did not participate 
as much as we should have within the CREPUQ environment. 
Perhaps this will help. It is a good thing that someone from 
McGill is President and it is not the first time this has happened. 
Seeing that McGill is participating in the community and 
specifically the French community helps to bridge the gap.

http://www.cbpq.qc.ca
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Congratulations, awards & reCognition 

FAREWELL TO JOHN HOBBINS, RON JOHNSTON 
& ABENA MATTOCKS

In the month of November, two retirement parties were held for three staff members - John Hobbins, who retired after 
more than 43 years of service as a librarian, Abena Mattocks (Collection Services) who retired with over 30 years of service 
and Ron Johnston (LTS) who retired after over 35 years of service. We wish them all the best for the future!

Left: Anca Coza, Sharon Rankin, Jennifer Innes, Jane Aitkins, 
Ron Johnston, Maggie Allen, Amy Buckland, Joel Natanblut, 
Louise O’Neill, Greg Houston, Elizabeth Thomson

Right: John 
Hobbins 

receives a gift 
from  Provost 
Anthony Masi

Left (standing): Ramon Lasso, Jennifer Adams, Francisco 
Uribe, Janice Simpkins, Louis Houle, Eleanor MacLean, Anne 
Habbick, Elizabeth Dunkley, Joseph Swift

Left (sitting): Valerie Mayman, Abena Mattocks, Maria De 
Souza
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Congratulations, awards & reCognition

Congrats to staffer Sara Holder for her book chapter contribution entitled History and evolution 
of credit IL courses in higher education featured in Best Practices for Credit-Bearing Information 
Literacy Courses.

Now available from ACRL - “Best Practices for Credit-Bearing Information Literacy Courses.” 
Edited by Christopher Hollister, the work is a collection of previously unpublished papers in which 
contributing authors describe and recommend best practices for creating, developing and teaching 
credit-bearing information literacy (IL) courses at the college and university level.

ISBN/ISSN: 9780838985588  0838985580 | OCLC: 672278441
http://mcgill.worldcat.org/oclc/672278441

On October 27, 2010, the 43rd Quarter Century Club (QCC) welcomed 128 new members to 
its roster, which now includes 2,478 members.  About four hundred returning members of the 
QCC along with new inductees attended the event with their family and friends. Of those 128 
new members 10 were  library staff members. Congratulations to Marc, Mary, Joan, Lise, Lily, 
Francisco, Benedetta, Stephen, Rowena and Judith for your dedication and service to the McGill 
community!

	

Several McGill Library Staff Honored 
at McGill Quarter Century Club

Back row:  Marc Richard, Mary Lourenco, Joan Hobbins, Lise Hackett, Lily Szczygiel, Diane Koen, Joseph Hafner
Front row: Francisco Uribe, Benedetta Del Balso, Judith Lindsay 
Missing from the photo:  Rowena Oakes and Stephen Millier
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Congratulations, awards & reCognition

bébé Antoine
son of Laurence Cormier 
born on December 3, 2010

bébé Oceane Boismartel
Daughter of Amitsu Huang

born on Nov 12, 2010, 3kg 

A Little Holiday Reader’s Advisory from Maya Kucij
Need some good book suggestions for the children in your life? Check out a great kidlit blog called MotherReader 
(http://www.motherreader.com/) and her “105 Great Ideas for Book Gifting.” The author has done a terrific job of matching 
fun gifts to books for folks of all ages.

A personal favorite of mine (for the 2-5 set) is Bonny Becker’s A Visitor for Bear. It’s a delightful new classic about a grumpy 
bear and a persistent mouse that would make a great gift paired with stuffed animals, finger puppets, or a small tea set. I 
also like Traction Man is Here! - an imaginative action figure adventure by Mini Grey (for preschoolers through grade 2).  If 
you’ve ever had a grandma who made clothes for your dolls, you’ve got to check out Traction Man’s knitted green romper 
suit and matching bonnet. Got a little kid in your life who loves machinery? Who Made This Cake? by Chihiro Nakagawa 
features a tiny work crew and some enormous baking supplies.

The CDC collection is the perfect place to pick up your vacation reading. Check out my list of great Young Adult Lit on 
WorldCat: http://mcgill.worldcat.org/profiles/MayaK/lists/1307726 or call/email me for suggestions. Also, we now have a 
great selection of YA available on OverDrive, including audio versions of Suzanne Collins’ exciting Hunger Games trilogy, 
perfect for any long drive you may have ahead of you. You may also want to listen to (or check out) the Chaos Walking 
trilogy by Patrick Ness, a science fiction story that takes place on a colonized planet where war has wiped out all the 
women and infected the men with a germ that broadcasts their thoughts.  And if you want to try out some steampunk, 
we just got the first two books in Scott Westerfeld’s exciting new series (Leviathan, Behemoth) which feature an alternate 
version of World War I. So much good stuff! Don’t miss out!

Lastly, the Education Library will be hosting a craft session on Sunday, December 19th, from 2-4pm. We welcome students, 
faculty & staff to come make a felt ornament, eat some cookies, and take a little break before the holidays. RSVPs are 
requested but not required:  education.library@mcgill.ca.


