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History of the Collection
While the Library contained material on urban design from its inception, systematic collecting in this area developed mostly since World War II. McGill was the first university in Canada to offer full time urban planning education as an interdisciplinary program in 1947. Since the formal establishment of an autonomous program in 1972 and the change of status of this to be a separate School of Urban Planning in 1976, the library collection in the field of urban planning has grown substantially. In recent years, with the establishment in 1971 of the Centre for Minimum Cost Housing in the School of Architecture, particular emphasis has been placed on the needs of urban and regional planning in developing countries. While the collection is growing in strength in this area, it has remained strong in the more traditional fields of urban history and theory, urban design and in Canadian documents. 
\;

Current Collection Development
Present collection development stresses in particular the issue of urban design and development and housing. The challenge has been and will continue to be to define the parameters of collection development by the various interest groups of this interdisciplinary subject. In co-operation with other McGill libraries, especially the Walter Hitschfeld Environmental Earth 

Sciences Library, the important new subject of urban sustainability is to be developed, involving physical, environmental, economic and social components.

Academic Programs and Liaison 

The School of Urban Planning is a graduate school which offers the Master of  Urban Planning and trains qualified professional urban planners for the public and private sector. The program is highly interdisciplinary in nature and requires support from a number of campus libraries.

Collection development is the responsibility of the Head of the Blackader Lauterman Library.

Regular contact with bibliographers serving related disciplines is maintained through the sharing of relevant review material. 

McGill Resources 
Blackader Lauterman Library is the major location for the University's urban planning collection. The School of Urban Planning transferred a collection of municipal and regional planning documents dating mainly from 1970 on, and covering Canadian cities and towns. Several important historical plans are also included. A searchable database was developed and is accessible from the Blackader Library home page. (http://digital.library.mcgill.ca/urbanplanning/)
The Humanities and Social Sciences Library collects urban and regional sociology, economics, geography, history, communications, social service and other social science 

and humanities publications relevant to urban planning.

The Government Documents Department is an important repository for urban planning material issued by federal, provincial and municipal agencies. Population statistics are of particular importance.

Material on the environment is collected by the Macdonald Campus Library as well as the Schulich Engineering Library. Schulich Library also collects technical publications 

on energy and transport, both of interest to urban planners.

Walter Hitschfeld Environmental Earth Sciences Library and Macdonald Campus Library 

collect material on the soil sciences. In addition the Hitschfeld Library is an essential resource for physical geography, climatology and modern (post 1940) cartographic materials.

Nahum Gelber Law Library collects material on the legal aspects of urban planning. Subjects of particular interest to the study of urban planning are municipal law, administrative law, 

environmental law, social law, zoning and land use law, medical law, civil procedure, etc. as well as a wide range of materials in both public and private law. Because of the Faculty of Law’s commitment to the comparative study of law, materials are collected from such jurisdictions as Great Britain, France, the United States, Australia and New Zealand, as well as in a variety of foreign languages.

Howard Ross Library of Management collects publications on the policy aspects of urban planning and business statistics.

The Rare Books and Special Collections Division collects historical maps and optical views of

many cities and towns in North America and Europe. These are housed in their Map Collection and the Lande Collection of Canadiana. Historical guidebooks up to 1940, especially for the Quebec region, are collected in depth. 

The School of Urban Planning  is a member of the Montreal Interuniversity Group - Urbanization and Development / Groupe interuniversitaire de Montreal - Villes et 

developpement which has been designated as a Centre of Excellence in Urban Development by the Canadian International Development Agency.

The Centre for Developing Area Studies (CDAS) Documentation Centre maintains a collection of reports, working papers, serials and some monographs on the developing countries in Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean. These may support research related to urban planning.

Regional Resources 
The Centre for Canadian Architecture (CCA) is a world class scholarly resource distinguished by its collection of rare books, drawings and archival materials on architectural and related subjects dating from the late 15th century. The emphasis is on Western architecture and includes city planning, topographical books, city and regional histories and the archaeology of 

cities.
The Institut national de recherche scientifique (INRS) urbanisation maintains a collection of

documentation dating from approximately 1970. Journal articles, studies, research reports, conference papers, etc., in the field of urban and regional planning are housed in their Centre de documentation and available to researchers. The collection concentrates on relevant Canadian 

topics, especially Quebec, and is particularly strong in Quebec government publications. The Centre is an official depository of the documentation pertaining to the Montreal Interdisciplinary Group - Urbanization and Development/Groupe interuniversitaire de Montreal- Villes et développement, of which the McGill School of Urban Planning is a member.

The Institut d'Urbanisme - Université de Montréal founded in 1966, also a member of the Groupe Interuniversitaire - Villes et développement, focuses on housing and land issues, regional planning and development, urban infrastructure analysis and environmental and life-style 

issues. Books, journals, documents and especially Ville de Montréal land use maps are collected by the  Bibliothėque d'aménagement. Published and unpublished reports, maps and plans, especially on Montreal and the surrounding areas are available at the Centre de documentation. 
Université du Québec á Montréal - Département d'études urbaines et touristiques, founded in 1976, and also a member of the Groupe interuniversitaire de Montréal- Villes et développment, houses its collection covering urban economics, urban sociology, demography, city planning and municipal law in its Bibliothėque centrale. Included are books, journals, brochures, newspapers and maps.

The Montreal Municipal Archives Department maintains a collection of administrative documents dating from 1833 which include all Montreal municipal. Council or committee 

annual reports, budget reports, minutes of meetings and evaluation rolls which may be of interest 

to urban planners. The archive also includes historical documents consisting of English and French newspaper clippings on urban planning. Their library is a depository for a11 books, published by the City of Montreal and thus includes information on urban planning.
Bibliothèque nationale du Québec maintains an important historical collection of topographical

material, atlases, maps and guidebooks on Québec’s heritage.

The Montreal Department of Urban Planning (Housing and Development) (Service de l'habitation et du développment urbain) maintains a complete coJIection of official 

documents published by the Department from its beginning to 1960, as well as a general collection on urbanism including books, periodicals and reports.

The Montreal Department of Public Works maintains a complete collection of 

Montreal building and street plans, cadastral plans and topographical plans as well as permits for 

businesses, all dating back to 1923.
International Development Research Centre (IDRC) in Ottawa maintains a 

collection of materials on developing areas relevant to planners. These are easily accessed via the 

MINISIS database either at the Humanities and Social Sciences Library Reference Department or at CDAS.

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) a crown corporation based in 

Ottawa, operates the Canadian Housing Information Centre which is accessible to 

government and nongovernment sponsored planners. It maintains a co1Iection of monographs, 

periodicals and research reports on the subject of housing for Canadians.
Consortia and Document Delivery 
Center for Research Libraries in Chicago (CRL) a consortium to which McGill 

has access through its membership, has valuable U.S. census material from 1790 onward as well as Western European Census Reports. Among the Center's microfilm and microfiche collections 

relevant to urban research are the city directories of the United States from the Guildhall Library, 

16771900, as well as an administrative and demographic historical dictionary in 88 volumes, entitled Paroisses et communes de France. Through the Urban Documents Microfiche Collection, materials listed in Greenwood's Index to Current Urban Documents is purchased according to need for current research for a member institution. A microfilm of the historical collection of Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps of approximately 10,000 American cities and towns is also available for loan.
Research Libraries Group and OCLC memberships provide access to vast bibliographic databases and to efficient document delivery systems based on the holdings of North 

America's most eminent research collections.
General Collection Guidelines. 
Languages: English is the primary language of the collection, but works 

published in French and Spanish are regularly purchased. Material in other1anguages is purchased selectively according to need.

Chronological Coverage: While there are no specific limits, emphasis is on current issues of interest to planners. 

Geographical Coverage: No restrictions. Emphasis is on the Americas, particularly Canadian material and material from Central and South America, the Middle East, Asia and Western Europe.

Treatment of Subject: Both scholarly and field material is collected.

Date of Publication: Emphasis is on current publications. Retrospective material is purchased according to need to reinforce areas of special strength.
Subjects and Levels of Collecting
Definitions of collection levels are derived from the Library Association's Guide for Written Collection Policy Statements, 1989.
Collection Levels Definition of the collection employed by McGill University Libraries.
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COLLECTION   INTENSITY

HD 87, HT391, 

Urban Planning - Theory 

3a 
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Land Use Planning 


3a 

3b
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-- Study and Teaching 
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Urban Groups 
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REGIONAL PRIORITIES

INTENSITY

CURRENT

TARGET

Canada

United States

Western Europe 3b

Russia, Eastern and Central

Europe

" East Asia 3b

South Asia

Near and Middle East

Africa

Latin American and Caribbean

West Indies

Australia, New Zealand, and

Pacific Islands

Coordination and Cooperation

,

Blackader collects only those atlases which are specific to the field and 

relies on the Hitschfeld Library

and the Department of Rare Books to serve its users' map and atlas needs.

McLennan Reference Department is relied on for national and trade 

bibliography, general and

national biography and national encyclopedias, etc. Blackader Reference 

concentrates on specialized

reference works in its fields, maintaining only a basic core collection of 

general encyclopedias, language

dictionaries, etc.

Priorities for Future Projects

To coordinate collection policies with other Montreal institutions involved 

in the Centre of Excellence

in Urban Development.

To develop an advanced instructional level collection in urban 

sustainability.
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To develop an advanced instructional collection on gender issues in urban 

design.

~ Descriptions of the Collection

~ Berger, Marilyn. Urban Planning: A Guide to the Reference Sources. 

Chicago, Council of Planning

i Librarians, 1989. (CPL Bibliography, no.235). Originally compiled as an 

in-house bibliography, 1988.

I BlackaderLauterman Library of Architecture and Art Periodical Holdings. 

November, 1989.

: Library Guide: Architecture,. a Selected List. of Reference Sources. 

Blackader-Lauterman Library, 1990.

McGill University Libraries Interim Collectio~ Policy October 1994
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Designed and maintained for McGill Libratles'byDiaA~t~ilip Fall 1995.
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