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CANADA 1996 CENSUS IN BEYOND 20/20: CENSUS 
SUBDIVISION (CITY) INFORMATION 
 
 
This guide is designed to help you find data on municipalities using the 1996 Census data available at 
the Electronic Data Resources Service (EDRS) web site.  This data is available only to McGill, 
Concordia and Bishop’s users. 
 
IMPORTANT WARNING REGARDING ACCENTS AND PUNCTUATION: 
 
When searching compound names (Montréal-Est, Saint-Léonard, Baie-d’Urfé, etc.) you must include 
accents, hyphens, and punctuation.  Capitalization is unnecessary.  If you are in doubt, just search part 
of the name: e.g. bizard instead of  L’Île-Bizard, prairie instead of La Prairie, or ormeaux instead 
of  Dollard-des-Ormeaux. 
 
1. On the web, go to Canada 1996 Census in Beyond 20/20 Format 

(http://www.library.mcgill.ca/edrs/data/dli/statcan/census/census96/frontends/census.html) 
 
2. Scroll down to Cumulative Area Profiles 
 
3. Click on Profile of Census Subdivision (CSD) 

Remember that a CSD is simply a city, town, or village. However, at this site you can also retrieve 
information for Canada as a whole, for the provinces, or for groupings of cities known as census 
divisions (CDs). An example of a CD would be the Communauté-urbaine-de-Montréal. 

 
4. To find census data for the province of Quebec: 

a. Click on the Geography dimension to make it the Active Dimension 
b. Click on the Search icon which is the blue spreadsheet with a question mark on it  

      c. Select English Desc/Reduce 
d. Type québec in Text to Find 
e. Click on OK 

 
You have now reduced your table to five columns of data, the first of which is for the province of 
Quebec.  Every time you use Reduce, it will retain only the records that match your search criteria.  
If you use Find Next, it will take you to the next incidence of the word you typed in. 

 
5. Select Dimension/Reset to look at the complete table again. 

http://www.library.mcgill.ca/edrs/data/dli/statcan/census/census96/frontends/census.html


 2

 
6. To find all the CDs (counties, communautés-urbaines, etc.) and CSDs (cities) in the province of 

Quebec: 
a. Click on the Geography Dimension to make it the active dimension, if it is not already 

highlighted in yellow 
b. Click on the Search icon 
c. Select English Desc/Find Next 
d. Type québec in Text to Find  
e. Click on OK 

 
You are now at the part of the table that displays the data for the province of Quebec and its CDs 
and CSDs. 

 
7. To obtain data for the Communauté-urbaine-de-montréal: 

a. Click on the Geography dimension to make it the active dimension 
b. Click on the Search icon 
c. Select English Desc/Find Next 
d. Type communauté-urbaine-de-montréal in Text to Find   
e. Click on OK 

 
8. To select several CSDs (cities) that fall within the Communauté-urbaine-de-Montréal, for example 

Anjou, Montréal-Nord, Westmount, and Lasalle: 
a. Hold down the control key, click on each of these cities, and they will be  

highlighted in black 
b. To confirm, check the bottom of the screen for the number of geographies   

selected (4).  The total number of geographies in this table is 5661. 
      c. Select  Item/Show from the pull down menu, and the table will display only those geographies 

you have chosen. 
       
9. Alternatively, if you are intending to manipulate the data  for the 4 chosen geographies later in a 

statistical package: 
a. Select View/Worksheet 
b. Click on Values 
c. Click on OK  
 
It takes about a minute to execute this command so be patient. 

  
10. To customize this abbreviated table even further by reducing the number of variables: 

a. Select Profile of CD/C to make it the active dimension 
b. Click on the Search icon 
c. Select English Desc/Reduce 
d. Type income, for example, in Text to Find 
e. Click on OK 
 
The resulting table will then display the data which relates to income only. 

 
11. To save this table: 

a. Select File/Save As 
b. In List files of type, there are several choices: 

.ivt is for Beyond 20/20 

.csv is for Excel 
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.wks is for Lotus 

.dbs is for D-Base 
 

Select the one which will allow you to use the table in the appropriate statistical package, the one 
you will use at home, in the lab, etc. 

 
12. To print this file: 

a. Select File/Print 
(Caution:  If you choose to print several geographies, they may print out on separate sheets. 
This can sometimes be avoided by clicking on Properties in the grey Print box, and then 
choosing Basics, and then Orientation/Landscape/Rotated)  
 
If a grey box appears on the screen saying “you have performed an illegal operation,” this 
usually means that you have tried to print too large a file.  You will have to restart and save to a 
disk. 
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