
“Les confidences d’un provincial ou 6 mois de séjour à Paris.” 
Unidentified and unedited manuscript text from the late 18th century. 
From the J. Patrick Lee Voltaire Collection, Rare Books & Special 
Collections. Recently acquired with financial backing from Friends of 
the Library. 
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Cover photo (top): Hon. John H. Gomery with two students at the 2013 F.R. Scott 
Lecture
Cover photo (bottom): Rabbi Lisa Grushcow giving the 2013 Hugh MacLennan 
Memorial Lecture, Birks Reading Room, McGill Library

�rough its history, McGill University and its 
supporters have put enormous care and resources 
into building one of Canada’s premier research 
libraries.  �e Library holds over 10 million 
resources, among them thousands of rare and 
special materials offering unique opportunities to 
advance learning.
 
�e Library is at the heart of the University, 
supporting all of McGill’s academic disciplines 
through a network of 12 branches, which include 
the Birks Reading Room, the Osler Library of the 
History of Medicine, and Rare Books and Special 
Collections.  It is the most widely used campus 
facility, with over 6 million visits annually.

�e Rare Books and Special Collections are one of 
the Library’s marks of distinction, offering an 
extraordinary range of materials, from rare books 
and historical documents to architectural 
drawings, musical scores and political and 
Olympic memorabilia.

Friends of the Library Annual General Meeting 2012
Osler Library of the History of Medicine

Les amis de la bibliothèque
Friends of the Library

�e Library owes much of the wealth and diversity of 
its collections to generous gifts from alumni, faculty 
and the community.  Its many benefactors, through 
the decades, include Peter and Grace Redpath, Isabella 
McLennan, and more recently, the Joan and Clifford 
Hatch Foundation, the Blachford Family, Seymour 
Schulich and the Harold Crabtree Foundation.  
Today’s Library counts more than ever on generous 
gifts from supporters to meet its ambitious objectives 
for growth and innovation.
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When you join the Friends of the Library you are 
entitled to:    
  •  Recognition of your donation by publication of          
      your name on our website  
  •  Designated Friends seating section at all lectures
  •  Advance notice of upcoming events 
  •  Invitation to exhibition openings at the Library
  •  Invitation to Members Only lectures 
  •  Invitation to the Friends’ AGM, Reception &        
      Friends of the Year Ceremony
  •  Borrowing privileges at the McGill Library for      
      members at the Patron level

Founded some 25 years ago, the Friends of the Library 
is a not-for-profit, volunteer organization advocating 
for the McGill University Library.  Our mission is to 
nurture community interest in the Library, building 
awareness of its rich resources and cultivating 
long-term support for its collections.  Our members 
are McGill alumni, students, staff and faculty, as well 
as Library and McGill enthusiasts from around North 
America.  We invite you to become a Friend of 
McGill’s great Library. Your membership will help a 
renowned public lecture series, as well as acquisitions 
to enrich the Library’s collection. Your support 
continues to make this Library a top-ranked 
institution.

Friends of the McGill Library Membership PrivilegesProgramming

Each year, we share our love of the Library and the 
advancement of knowledge by hosting a series of 
three, free public lectures: the F.R. Scott Lecture, the 
Hugh MacLennan Memorial Lecture and the 
Shakespeare Lecture.  In an intimate setting, our 
guest lecturers -- great actors, writers, historians and 
judges -- inspire listeners.  

Our newest initiative, a seminar series open only to 
Friends and Donors, offers a privileged opportunity 
for discussion with distinguished speakers.  We also 
provide funding for important acquisitions to 
enhance the Library’s collection.  For this year’s 
program of lectures and events please visit us at: 
mcgill.ca/library-friends

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

Children’s interactive books at a Friends Only Lecture 
given by Professor Jacqueline  Reid-Walsh, October 2013 
Rare Books & Special Collections

Cyberthèque pod, Humanities & Social Sciences Library

Join the Friends of the Library
Yes! I’d like to renew or become a Friend
Friends Categories
 Student/Individual  $25
 Associate   $50
 Supporting   $100
 Advocate   $250
 Patron    $500
Your donation is tax deductible.
Name  ____________________________________
Address  __________________________________
City ______________________________________
Province__________ Postal code _____________
Telephone  ________________________________
Email  ____________________________________
Donation $________________________________
Payment Method
 Cheque payable to McGill University
 Credit card #________________________
Expiration Date____________________________
Signature _________________________________
Appeal Code: 07018 / Allocation Code: 02816
Friends of the Library 
c/o: Office of the Dean of Libraries
McLennan Library Building, main floor
3459 McTavish Street, Montréal, QC, Canada, H3A 0C9
Tel.: 514-398-4677 / Fax: 514-398-7356
Email: doadmin.library@mcgill.ca
 My name may be listed on the website as a Friend.

F.R. Scott Lecture
The Honourable John H. Gomery explored the 
recurring phenomenon of corruption in 
government, providing an engaged audience 
with an inside glimpse, in his lecture 
“Corruption. A View from an Insider.” 

Shakespeare Lecture in partnership with the 
Stratford Festival, sponsored by Hilary Pearson & 
Michael Sabia.
Considered by many to be Canada’s finest 
dramatic actress of her generation, Seana 
McKenna delved into her long relationship with 
Shakespeare’s stories, characters and the 
actor’s process involved in bringing The Bard’s 
words to life.

Hugh MacLennan Memorial Lecture sponsored by 
Donald Walcot
In March 2014, multi award-winning author 
Michael Ondaatje delivered a lecture entitled 
Mongrel Art: A Discussion of Literature and Its 
Neighbours.


