
McGill/Shantou Summer Law Program 
 
The Faculty of Law is delighted to announce that the McGill/Shantou Summer Law Program will be 
offered again starting in May 2014. Thanks to a generous donation from the Li Ka Shing (Canada) 
Foundation, the Faculty, in partnership with the Shantou University Law School (Guangdong Province, 
China), will offer an exciting opportunity for McGill and Shantou law students to learn about 
contemporary issues in Chinese and Canadian law.  
 
The intensive two-week program will be offered annually in the month of May/June for the next five 
years, and will alternate between Shantou and Montreal. The teaching faculty will come from the 
Faculties of Law at McGill and Shantou University. Students from McGill will receive 3 credits for the 
successfully completed course.  
 
In 2014, the program will be offered in Shantou, China, May 19-30, 2014 inclusive. 
 
Program Objectives 
 
The joint program offered by the Faculty of Law at McGill University and the Shantou University Law 
School brings together students and professors from both institutions. The program aspires to offer 
McGill and Shantou students a forum to gain a nuanced understanding of each other’s political, social, 
and legal institutions, cultures and traditions, in a collaborative fashion. The overarching goal of the 
program is to foster a community of young Chinese and Canadian jurists with an interest in transnational 
law, and to prepare them for legal practice in a globalized economy. 
 
Program Structure 
 
In 2014, the program will be delivered in Shantou, China, at the Shantou University Law School over a 
two-week period (May 19-30, 2014).  
 
Ten Shantou and ten McGill students will participate in the program. The classes will be held in English 
and will offer students selected readings, lectures, factual case studies and many occasions for 
discussion and comparisons.  A majority of the classes will be taught separately, with McGill faculty 
teaching Shantou students and Shantou faculty teaching McGill students. However, in order to increase 
the opportunities for transystemic and cross cultural exchange, several joint sessions between Shantou 
and McGill students will be held during the program. The program will also include joint visits to courts 
and other judicial institutions, as well as cultural and social activities.  
 
 Students will be evaluated by way of a presentation and a written assignment. McGill students will earn 
3 law credits. The course will be graded Pass/Fail. More specific information about the course content 
and the method of evaluation will be provided in the coming weeks. 
 
In 2014, McGill teaching faculty will be Assistant Dean Véronique Bélanger and Dr. Nandini Ramanujam. 
 
See below for a detailed program schedule 
 
  



Costs 
 
The McGill/Shantou Summer Law Program cost consists of two components: McGill tuition and Program 
costs.  
 
The McGill tuition constitutes regular tuition charges associated with 3 credits at McGill. Participating 
students will register in a 3-credit specialized topics course in the summer term 2014 and will be 
assessed the normal tuition.  
 
Students can expect to be asked to contribute $500 (in addition to costs of travel insurance and 
vaccinations) toward the program costs in China. Financial assistance may be requested in exceptional 
cases. The remainder of the costs, including international travel, accommodation, local travel and visits 
within China will be borne by the program, thanks to a generous gift from the Li Ka Shing (Canada) 
Foundation.  
 
Admissions 
 
The McGill/Shantou Summer Law Program is open to undergraduate (BCL/LLB) students enrolled in the 
Faculty of Law. Subject to dispensation in individual cases as determined by the Faculty, participating 
students must have completed their first year of law studies in the Faculty.  The Summer Program aims 
to admit ten students from each Faculty of law each year. 
 
A formal call for applications will be made in the coming weeks. Students will be asked to submit an 
application package including a letter of intent, CV and transcript. Decisions will be made based on the 
file as a whole (including the letter of intent) and academic ability. The selection committee will also 
endeavour to choose a group of students that represents the diversity of the Faculty's student body. 
 
Further information on the application process and the selection criteria will be provided with the call 
for applications. 
 
Application Process  
 
The deadline for applying to the Program is Monday, March 17, 2014, 3 pm.  
 
Students should submit an application package (1 copy, printed) to the SAO. The package should 
include:  
 
• A letter of intent indicating: (1) why you want to participate in the program, (2) your interest in Asian 
Studies, (3) how you plan to turn this opportunity into further action, and (4) any other relevant 
information. 
• The letter should also indicate whether you have taken a course on the Chinese legal system in the 
past. If you have, please provide relevant information (course description, length & method of 
evaluation; offering institution, year it was taken, etc.)  
• An up-to-date CV  
• An up-to-date transcript (Minerva printout is sufficient)  
 
Participating students will be selected by a committee of three comprised of Assistant Dean Véronique 
Bélanger, Professor Nandini Ramanujam and Assistant Dean Ali Martin-Mayer. Decisions will be 



communicated to students by the end of March. Decisions will be made based on file as a whole 
(including the letter of intent) and academic ability.  
 
The selection committee will also endeavour to choose a group of students that represent the diversity 
of the Faculty's student body. 
 
Further Information 
 
For further information, please contact Assistant Dean Bélanger: veronique.belanger@mcgill.ca.  
 
 

**************** 

 

DETAILED PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

 
SUNDAY MAY 18 
 
Welcome:   Film Showing: Popular representations of Law &Disability  
 
I am Sam (2002) [Length 132 minutes] 
Commentary by Jon Reeves (undated) at: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0277027/ 
 
Sam Dawson has the mental capacity of a 7-year-old. He works at a Starbucks and is obsessed with the 
Beatles. He has a daughter with a homeless woman; she abandons them as soon as they leave the 
hospital. He names his daughter Lucy Diamond (after the Beatles song), and raises her. But as she 
reaches age 7 herself, Sam's limitations start to become a problem at school; she's intentionally holding 
back to avoid looking smarter than him. The authorities take her away, and Sam shames high-priced 
lawyer Rita Harrison into taking his case pro bono. In the process, he teaches her a great deal about love, 
and whether it's really all you need.  
 

Courthouse on the Horseback (马背上的法庭, Mabei shang de fating), 2006 [length: 101 minutes] ]   
Commentary by Gianni Vacca at http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1064775/ 
 
This is an incredibly humane film. After but 15 minutes into the film, you already feel like you've known 
the characters for a long time. You know what they feel, you know how they feel, and, more importantly, 
they feel so real. You just forget you are watching a movie. There are so many films that, no matter how 
much I love them (the Lord of the Rings, Sin City, Star Wars), no matter how much I empathize with their  
characters, well, I still know it's a film I'm watching. Not with this film. I kept feeling like I was in the 
Yunnan mountains walking by the characters, or like I was peeping through one of those ornate wooden 
windows and eavesdropping on their conversation. Judge Feng, the main character, is an old, humane 
judge, settling small disputes in the forlorn minority hamlets of the Yunnan mountains. Although he's 
there as the representative of an autocracy, he's incredibly Solomonic in his rulings, and greatly liked by 
the inhabitants of the mountain hamlets. Characters don't talk much, but you understand a lot. The best 
scene is when the judge and her aide talk whilst she's turning her back to him and washing a shirt. 'Your 
whole life can be summed up the time it takes to wash a shirt,' they say. Well, indeed so. 
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MONDAY MAY 19 - DAY 1  
 
Morning: Classes 

FOR MCGILL STUDENTS FOR SHANTOU STUDENTS 

 
Introduction to the Program: McGill Faculty & STU Faculty (2 hours) 

 

 
Chinese Culture, Society and Law (1 hour) 
 

 
Canadian Culture, Society and Law (1 hour) 

 
Afternoon:  Classes 

FOR MCGILL STUDENTS FOR SHANTOU STUDENTS 

 
Traditional Law, and Modernisation of the Legal 
System (3 hours)  

 
Bijural nature of the Canadian Legal System, 
Judicial System and Legal Profession (3 hours) 
 

 
Evening:  Reception/dinner with representatives from the Canadian Consulate of Guangzhou.  
 
 
TUESDAY MAY 20 – DAY 2  
 
Morning: Classes 

FOR MCGILL STUDENTS FOR SHANTOU STUDENTS 

 
PRC Constitutional Law and Sources of Law (3 
hours ) 
 

 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms & 
Disabilities (3 hours) 

 
Afternoon:  Classes 

FOR MCGILL STUDENTS FOR SHANTOU STUDENTS 

 
Joint Session on:  
• Legal Cultures of China and Canada 
• The Role of the Constitution in the Legal System and  
• Issues in the Rule of Law in Canada and China 
 

 
 
  



WEDNESDAY MAY 21 – DAY 3 
 
All day:  Site Visits dedicated to one or more aspects of local Chinese Law and Society: 
  • Shantou Intermediate People’s Court 

  • A basic level People’s Court  
  • People’s Mediation Committee  
  Sightseeing and dinner in Shantou 

 
THURSDAY MAY 22 – DAY 4 
 
Morning:  Classes 

FOR MCGILL STUDENTS FOR SHANTOU STUDENTS 

 
The Judicial System in China and the Legal 
Professions (3 hours)  
 

 
Crisis and Reform of Civil Justice in Canada (3 
hours) 

 
Afternoon:   Travel by train to Shenzhen 
 
Evening:   Dinner and city tour in Shenzhen 
  First night stay in Shenzhen 
 
 
FRIDAY MAY 23 – DAY 5 
 
Morning:   Site visits dedicated to aspects of Chinese Law and Society in Shenzhen 
  • CIETAC Arbitration Centre  

  • King & Wood Law Firm 
  • WILDER Probono Law Office  
  • Disabled Persons Association, Shenzhen  

 
Evening:   Dinner with lawyers and city tour in Shenzhen 
  Second night stay in Shenzhen 
 
 
SATURDAY MAY 24 – DAY 6 
 
Morning:   Travel by train to Xiamen  
 
Afternoon:   Shopping and sightseeing in Old Xiamen 
 
Evening:   Dinner with Xiamen Law School Leaders and law students. 
  First night stay in Xiamen  
 
 
  



SUNDAY MAY 25 - DAY 7  
 
Morning:   Seminar on Issues in Comparative Law with Xiamen law students  
 
Afternoon:   Visit to Gulangyu Island 
  Second night stay in Xiamen  
 
 
MONDAY MAY 26 - DAY 8   
 
Morning:   Visits to Courts in Xiamen: 
  • Xiamen Intermediate People’s Court 
   • A basic level People’s Court 
 
 Afternoon:  Visit to Disabled Persons Association, Xiamen 
 
Evening:   Travel by train, return to Shantou 
 
 

TUESDAY MAY 27 – DAY 9 
 
Morning:  Classes 

FOR MCGILL STUDENTS FOR SHANTOU STUDENTS 

 
Centre-local relations in the PRC legal system: the 
case of Hong Kong (3 hours) 

 
Federal-provincial relations in the Canadian 
constitutional  system (3 hours)  
 

 
Afternoon:  Classes 

FOR MCGILL STUDENTS FOR SHANTOU STUDENTS 

 
Social Protection, Human Rights and Disability 
Rights (3 hours) 

 
Access to Justice and Disability I (TBC) (3 hours)  
 
 

 
 
  



WEDNESDAY MAY 28 - DAY 10 
 
Morning:  Classes 

FOR MCGILL STUDENTS FOR SHANTOU STUDENTS 

 
China and the International Convention on the 
Rights of Disabled Persons (3 hours) 

 
Access to Justice and Disability II (TBC) (3 hours)  
 

 
Afternoon:   Visit to Disabled Persons Association, Shantou 
 
Evening:   Dinner in Shantou 
 
 
THURSDAY MAY 29 
 
Morning:  Joint Session 

FOR MCGILL STUDENTS FOR SHANTOU STUDENTS 

 
Seminar on Contemporary Issues in Canadian and Chinese Disability Law & Policy (3 hours)  
 

 
Afternoon:   Travel to Chaozhou, Capital of Chaozhou region.  

Meeting with local headmasters and selected local students at Jinshan Middle School, 
Chaozhou. 

 
Evening:   Dinner with local headmasters and selected local students.  
  Return to Shantou 
 
 
FRIDAY MAY 30 – DAY 12 
 
Morning:   Classes – Student presentations 
 
Afternoon:  Classes – Student presentations 
 
Evening:  Farewell dinner 
 


